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law makes its somewhat paradoxical appearance in writings. In the si
lences and speech of its texts, in their facts and fictions, the new un
written law emerges as one early twentieth-century possibility of
justice-and, of course, of injustice-which has yet to be more fully ex
plored. Traces of the new unwritten law offer the possibility of a history
of law, in which what is mundane and everyday-like a dead canary
can not only be hidden, but can be found- and perhaps hidden-again.
In the transmission and transformation of traces of the new unwritten
law, law's dynamic character emerges as a subversive legacy-the story
of finding and hiding and perhaps finding and losing justice again.

Afterword on Sources

Additional information and background on homicide cases from the
Chicago Historical Homicide Project can be found in the archives of
the Chicago History Museum, the Chicago Public Library, The New
berry Library, Northwestern University Library and other collections.
Appellate case records and, for some cases, trial transcripts may be pre
served in the archives of the Illinois Supreme Court. The Illinois State
Archives include additional sources for prison records, such as the
Joliet Prison historical records. Coroner's records may he found
through IRAD, the Illinois Regional Archives Depositories. Details
can be found on the Chicago Historical Homicide Project website:
www.homicide.northwestern.edu under references.
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legal actions.

5. Jeffrey S. Adler, '''I Loved Joe, But 1 had to Shoot Him': Homicide hy Women in

Turn-of-the-CelHury Chicago," Journal of Criminal Law and Criminolo!:y 92 (2002):

867-897, using records from note 4 and others. 1 am indehred to this incredihly infor

mative article. Adler found that "every white woman who killed her husband between

August, 19°5 and Octoher, 19 I 8 was exonerated or acquitted, totaling thirty-five con

secutive cases" (884; note that two women were never charged or tried and a third com

mitted suicide). See also Jeffrey S. Adler, '''We've Got a Right to Fight; We're Married':

Domestic Homicide in Chicago, 1875-1920," Journal of Interdisciplinary HislOry 34 (Sum

mer 2003): 27-48.

6. In a study of prosecutorial records of late nineteenth-century New York, Carolyn B.

Ramsey argues that wife-killers and other institutionally and politically marginal types

who killed were convicted in disproportionately high numbers. "The Discretionary

Power of 'Public' Prosecutors in Historical Perspective," 39 Am. Crim. L. Rev. (2000)

1309. Elsewhere she argues that legal treatment of wife killers hetween 1880 and 1920

in New York and Denver differed from that of husband killers. Women were treated

more leniently than men and evidence of past ahuse was viewed sympathetically in fe

male defendants' cases, but not in male defendants' cases. "Intimate Homicide: Gender

and Crime Control, 1880-1920," Univ. Colo. L. Rev. 77 (2006): 101-191.

6a. Adler, "Loved Joe," 882.

7. Rec-Her, Tu 3/21/1905.

8. Inter Ocean, W 1/10/1906.
9· ChiCll~O Trihune, Aug. 10, 1<)05.

10. Joliet Prison records.

I 1. Chica~o Trihune, Jan. 17, 1919.

12. Chicaw> Tribune, Jan. 15, 1<)19.

13. Chica~o Record-Herald, March 21,1905.

14. See Ben-Zvi, Linda, "'Murder, She Wrote': The Genesis of Susan Glaspell's Trifles,"

in Ben-Zvi, Linda, cd., Susan Giaspell: Essays on her Theater and Fiction (Ann Arbor:

Univ. of Mich. Press, 1(95) and many others on the origins of Glaspell's story, as well as

its later reception.

15. Patricia L. Bryan, "Stories in Fiction and in Fact: Susan Glaspell's A Jury of Her

Peers and the 190 I Murder Trial of Margaret Hossack," 49 Stan. L. Rev. (1997) 1293.
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