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cial acts which were the subject of the Hughes
investigation. And it is the association of these
12,000 men that the Erectors would destroy.

To permit this employers’ organization to have
free access to the records of the union showed
either that the district attorney and the judge
had no appreciation of the economic struggle that
has been going on for ages, or that they did
recognize it and desired to put ammunition in
the employers’ hands. I prefer to believe the
former.

But, either way, what a light it throws on
the machinery upon which we still rely for bring-
ing justice into industrial as well as civil rela-
tions. As Judge Anderson said, the union was
not on trial. Even if this unnecessary misuse of
the union itself had been avoided, it was beyond
the power of this criminal court to clear up the
deeper problems of justice between employer
and employe.

That is a larger problem than dynamiting, and
it can never be settled by a court or any number
of courts, or hy any body other than all the peo-
ple. The people must co-operate for justice all
along the line. We must stop the lawbreakers.
If necessary, we must put them in jail. But if
we do no more than that, we shall have gone
no farther toward stamping out wrong and in-
justice than the doctors would toward eradicat-
ing disease if they contented themselves with
sending their patients to the pest-house.

The science of criminology aims to discover
the causes of crime. It is a valuable and re-
spected science. The average citizen has more
in common with the criminologist than he has
with the trial court judee. His mental jurisdic-
tion is not limited. A civilized people cannot re-
gard and treat all crimes as individual acts, and
never seek to find the causes of crime commit-
ted through mass or group action. I have no
patience to discuss the question with those who
claim recently to have discovered that the causes
of crimes of violence in labor disputes ought not
to be studied or talked about. If the wrongdoing
of capital has been a contributing cause it ought
t0o be known; now, of all times, when the red
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herring of labor crime is being so assiduously
applied to the trail.

We need to know more of the very things with
regard to which the Indianapolis trial has left
us so much in the dark—the terms between man
and man in industry—between a democratic peo-
ple and the corporations whose jobs mean liveli-
hood. The Indianapolis trial shows us the fail-
ure of a criminal court to supply us with such
information at a critical juncture.

My particular criticism of that tribunal is that
through one ruling it permitted the prosecution
to bring into the record its whole exhibit of the
crimes of violence, for which the men were not
on trial, while through other rulings it prevented
the attorneys for the accused men from intro-
ducing such evidence as would have been admiss-
ible had they been on trial for those crimes of
violence.

Even so, a great public service was performed
by prosecution and court. For, when the state
and local authorities weakly and shamefully neg-
lected to interfere in a campaign of violence
which led inevitably to bloodshed, the United
States authorities, through the halting medium of
a law designed only to protect the traveling pub-
lic from ignorant carelessness, uncovered the
conspiracy and punished the conspirators.

But the very competence of this criminal court
to do this thing shows by contrast the ineffective-
ness of any agency we now have to get
at an understanding of the facts and forces of
the economic struggle which lay back of that con-
spiracy. This very lack is what gave occasion
to the movement for a Commission on Industrial
Relations which would take up the larger as-
pects in ways commensurate with their impor-
tance and with their neglect. The Indianapolis
trial has thrown this need into bolder relief.

For one other thing the trial accomplished. It
showed unmistakably that there is a disease in
the land. It did not fully reveal its nature, and
it showed only one aspect of its ravages. There.
is another aspect. We shall not be free from
its pestilential advance until we shall have found
the source of it and made it clean. And that is
the real lesson of the dynamite case.



