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THE NATIONAL CYCLOPMDIA

The University of Athens unanimously recommended tinuously for a longer period than any other man in
its adoption, and the king of Greece conferred on him Milwaukee.
the gold cross (oflicer) of the Royal Order of the
WEEKS, Henry Astor, physician and soldier
Savior. The sultan of Turkey conferred (1886) the was born in New York city May 12, 1822. H~
imperial order of the Mejidie (commander), aIidsub- was graduated with distinction from Yale College
sequently (1888) the order of l'osmanie (commander), and afterward from the College of Physicians and
and on his last visit to Constantinople (1890) he was Surgeons. After practicing his profession for a few
invested with the grade of grand officer of the Order years, he went to California,
'
of the Mejidie. In 1875 the University of Vermont where he remained three
conferred the honorary degree of M. A. ,In 1886 the years, and returning to New
University of North Carolina conferred the degree of York city, he engaged in
LL.D. From 1872 to 1884 he was the chief surgeon business until the civil war
to the police department of New York, and instituted broke out. Col. Weeks had
many reforms for the benefit of the service, notably previously identified himself
our present ambulance system. From 1873 to 1880 with the National Guard i
he was surgeon-in-chief of the state emigrant hospi- and became lieutenant-colotals, appointed by the commissioners under instruc- nel of the 12th New York
tions from Gov. Dix. His administration was regiment. Subsequently, in
marked with exceptional success. In addition to 1862, he became colonel of
the works we have mentioned, he made many im- the 12th regiment, New
portant contributions to the literature of his pro- York volunteers, and at the
fession. He was unmarried and died inNew York second battle of Bull Run
Clity, May 19, 1895.
was 'shot through the legs,
WElL, Benjamin M., financier, was born in besides receiving a severe
Baltimore, Md., May4, 1850, of German antecedents. concussion from a bursting
His father was a surgeon in the Mexican war, and a shell, and was carried bleedshort time before its close, at the instance of Gen. ing from the field. At this
Winfield Scott, was promoted to the position of sur- time he was in command of the 3d brigade, first divis, geon-general of the U. S.army. ion, fifth army corps. On recovering from his wounds,
He subsequently held various he returned to the field, acting the same gallant part
positions of trust and honor in as he had hitherto performed, and was finally musBaltimore. Young Weil was tered out with his regiment. By marriage he was
¢ven an ordinary education related to a number of the old revolutionary famiill the public schools of his. lies.
He was a member of the Society of the Fifth
native city. At the age of Army Corps; the Military Order of the Loyal Lethirteen he left Baltimore, and gion; the Grand Army of the Republic; the Old
for some time thereafter made Guard Association of the 12th regiment, N. G: S.
a study of photography; find- N. Y., of which he was vice-president; the Society
ing the work uncongenial, he of the Army of the Potomac; the Democratic Club,
abandoned it, and subsequent- and the Colonial Club. Col. Weeks died Apr. 20,
ly accepted a position in a 1891. He left a wife, one son and a daughter.
WEEKS, Bartow Sumter, lawyer, son of
manufactory. He was rapidly
advanced from one position to Henry Astor, was born in New York Apr. 25, 1861,
another, and when but a lad while the cannon that were fired on Fort Sumter
filled the responsible place of were still echoing throughout the North. He was
traveling salesman for the con- graduated from the College of the City of New
cern. In 1874 he began the real York in 1879, after which he devoted twolears to
estate investment and broker- mercantile· life. His ambition, however, Ie him to
age business on his own ac- study for the legal profession, and he therefore gave
count, at Milwaukee, which he himself to a rigid course of preparation, and was
has since prosecuted with great energy and success. graduated from the Columbia Law
He is a thoroughly representative real estate man, School in 1883, being admitted to
conducting evefl branch of the business, and num- the bar in the same year. His abilbering among hIS cli~nts the most influential citizens ities in his chosen profession soon
of Milwaukee. He handles the real estate business attracted the attention of the bar,
of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad;· and he was therefore appointed first
had charge of the work of purchasing the right of assistant district attorney of New
way into Milwaukee for the Northern Pacific Wis- York county in 1891. Being the
consin Central System; and has been active in pro- son of a veteran of the great civil
moting the organization of a Real Estate Board in war, and popular with the rank and
his adopted city, of which he was elected president. file of the Sons of Veterans, he was
Mr. Weil has always taken a foremost place in all elected their commander-in-chief at
movements to promote the welfare of the citY' the national encampment held in
and develop its various industries and lines of bUSI- 1891. Hiil abilities as a real estate
ness. He also has the honor of having been the first lawyer, and his experience in the
president of the National Real Estate Association construction of wills, has given him
of America, to which office he was elected by a a reputation second to none in the
large delegation from all parts of the country. He profession which he so ably adorns,
has always been active and influential in organ- and is a lever which will no doubt
izing different manufacturing plants for Milwaukee.. bring him in time more prominently
He sec::ured the stock for the Milwaukee Exposition; before the public whom he so faithfully serves. Mr.
is a director of the Milwaukee Gas Co.; stockholder Weeks is a member of the Bar Association, Sons of
and director in various other prominent financial and the Revolution, Military Order of the Loyal Legion,
business institutions in l\1:ilwaukee. Though hardly Alpha Delta Phi Club, Democratic Club, New York
in the prime of life, Mr. Weil is regarded as one of Athletic Club, and it was largely thrOllgh his efforts
Milwaukee's foremost and most useful citizens, and that the new club house was procured for the New
has also been engaged in the real estate business con- York Athletic Club, of which he is president, and he
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was also instrumental in providing a handsome
home for the Democratic Club. He was appointed
justice of the supreme court ,of New York State in
April, 1913, by Gov. Sulzer; was reappointed in
the following year by Gov. Glynn, and was elected
in November, 1914, for the full term of fourteen
years. The son of Col. Henry A. Weeks (above), a
veteran of the civil war, he is popular with the rank
and file of the Sons of Veterans, and was elected
their commander-in-chief at the national encamp.ment held in 1891. He was married three times:
first, Oct. 26, 1887, to Antoinette, daughter of
Henry Mataran (she died without issue in Septem:
ber, 1900); second, in 1901, to Mrs. Emma Bort
Sears, daughter of John Bort of Chateaugay, N.
Y. (she died in July, 1917), and third, Sept. 16,
1918, to Mrs. Josephine D. Smith of New York
City.
STEVENSON, Adlai Ewing, statesman, was
born in Christian county, Ky., Oct. 23, 1835, son
of .Tohn T. and Ann Eliza (Ewing) Stevenson.
His family came from Ulster, Ireland, before the
revolution and settled in North Carolina, where
Mr. Stevenson's father was born. John Stevenson
was born in Statesville, N. C., but moved early
to Christian county, Ky. His mother was a
daughter of Adlai Ewing, a former resident of
Statesville, N. C. The son was brought up on
his father's farm and was educated in the public
schools and at Center College, Danville, Ky.
When he was sixteen years old he removed with
his father's family to Bloomington, Ill., where he
studied Jaw under Judge Davis and Robert E.
Williams, and was admitted to the bar. In 1859
he opened an office at Metamora, Woodford co.,
Ill., and practiced there for ten years, during
which he was master of the circuit court for four
years and district attorney for the same period.
The conspicuous ability with which he discharged
the duties of these offices attracted the attention
of the people of the state, and in-1864 he was
nominated by the Democratic party for presiden·
.tial elector. In the interest of Gen. McClellan,
the nominee of his party for -the presidency, he
canvassed the entire state, speaking in every
county. At the expiration of his term as district
attorney in 1869, he returned to Bloomington and
formed a law partnership with Judge James S.
Ewing, which continued for twenty-five years.
The firm enjoyed an extensive practice in the
state and federal courts, and was reputed to be
OM of the leading law firms of, Illinois.
Mr.
Stevenson was nominated for congress by the
Democrats of the Bloomington district in 1874.
The district had been safely Republican by. an
almost invariable majority of 3,000. His opponent, Gen. McNulta, was one of the leading Republican orators of the state and -the 'Canvass
was a remarkable one, the excitement at times
resulting in intense personal antagonisms between
the friends of the candidates. ,Mr. Stevenson
was successful, his majority in the district exceeding 1,200. He was in congress during the
exciting scenes incident to the Tilden-Hayes contest in 1876. He was defeated for a second term in
1876, but in 1878 was again elected, increasing his
majority in the district to 2,090. At the expiration of his second term he resumed the practice
of law in Bloomington. He was a delegate to
the Democratic national convention of 1884 in
Chicago, and after the election of Grover Cleveland as president of the United States was appointed first assistant postmaster-general, which
position he held until 1889. In 1892 he was
elected vice-president on the ticket with Cleve-

land, following the Democratic convention in Chicago, at which he was chairman of the Illinois
~elegation. He was very popular with Repubhca~s as well as Democrats during his term as
preSIdent of the senate because of his affability
and kindliness. Mr. Stevenson was a nominee for
vice-president on the ticket with .William Jennings Bryan in 1900, and was a candidate for
governor of Illinois in 1908, but was defeated
by Charles S. Deneen after a contest in the legislature. Rutherford B. Hayes appointed him a
member of the board to inspect the military
academy at West Point in 1877, and in 1897 .he
was a member of the commission which met in
Belgium to try to secure international bimetal·
lism. He. was the author of "Something' of Men
I have Kncywn" (1909), hI. which his experiences are charmingly told. A student of American history, he was particularly well versed in that
of Illinois and Kentucky, and in 1903 delivered
the annual address before the Illinois Historical
Society, his subject being "The Constitution and
Cpnstitutional Conventions of Illinois. "
Mr.
Stevenson was a delightful raconteur. It was said
of him that" he held the wine of gladness to the
lips of his friends. * * * He had an irresistible
power of humor without, frivolity; a profound
sense {)f life's seriousness without heaviness; dignity without dullness; honor without hauteur; no
stain ever touched his garments, and not even
the breath of suspicion ever, rested upon his good
name. ' , He was an· honorary member of the
Chicago Hist{)rical Society. He was married Dec.
20, 1866, to Letitia, daughter of Rev. Lewis W.
Green' of Danville, Ky., and had one son, Lewis.
Green, and three daughters: Mary (who died in
1892), Julia, wife of Martin D. Hardin of Chicago, II! and Letitia Stevenson. Adlai E. Stevenson, died at his home in Chicago, Ill., June 24:,
1914.
.
SCOTT, William Anderson, clergyman, was
born at Rock Creek, Bedford Co., Tenn., .Ian. 31,
1813. ,After graduating at Cumberland College,
then located at Princeton, Ky., in 1833, he spent
a year in theological studies at Princeton, N. .I.,
and in 1835 entered the Presbyterian ministry in
Louisiana, where he did missionary work for a
year. He taught school in his native state for four
years, and became pastor at Tuscaloosa, Ala., in
1840, and in 1843 at New Orleans, La., where he
edited the "Presbyterian" for three years. While
pastor of Calvary church, San Francisco, Cal.,
1854-61, _he was noted for his opposition to the
vigilance committee' and his southern sympathies.
He started the "Pacific Expositor" in 1858, and
was moderator of the O. S. general assembly. On
the outbreak of the civil war he went to Europe,
and for a time preached in John street church, Bir·
mingham. He was pastor of the Forty-second
street church in New York City during 1863-70,
and from there went to St. John's, San Francisco,
holding also the chair of philosophy and sy'Stematio
theology in the seminary there from its foundation
in 1871. He received the degree of D.D. from the
University of Alabama in 1844, and that of LL.D.
from the University of the City of New York in
1872. He published: ' 'Daniel: A' Model for
Young Men," (1854); "Achan in El Dorado,"
(1855); , 'Trade and Letters,'" (1856); "The
Giant Judge," (1858); "The Bible and Politics,"
(1859); "The Church in the Army ; or, The Four
Centurions, ' , (1862); and," The Christ of the
Apostles' Creed," an attack on Strauss, .Renan,
etc., (1867). Dr. Scott died in San Francisco,
Cal., Jan. 14, 1885.
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