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BRIG. GEN. H. C. MERRIAM, U. S. A., ON MINERS' RIOTS
IN THE STATE or IDAHO.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLORADO,

.Denver, Oolo.• Ju1Jy 31, 1899
ADJUTANT-GENERAL UNITED STATES ARMY

Waski/ngton,.D. 0SIR: I have the honor to report upon the duties performed by me
in the county of Shoshone, Idaho, under telegraphic or(hm~ H,TlO
instructions as follows, to wit :
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 30, 1899.
Brigadier-General MERRIAM, Denver, Colo.:
The governor of Idaho reports an insurrection beyond the power of the State to
control existing in Shoshone County of that State. The Acting Secretary of War
directs that you repair at once to the capital of that State, and after conference with
the authorities thence you go to the seat of action, calling to your aid such troops as
may be most convenient regardless of department lines. Department commanders
will be notified. You will take with you the necessary staff officers. The travel is
necessary to the public service.
By command of Major-General Miles:
H. C. CORBIN, Adjutant-General.
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 30, 1899.
General MERRIAM, Denver, Colo.:
Reference telegrams of even date concerning insurrection in Idaho. ActingFSecretary War diorects that you give all necessary orders for movements of troops and
supplies. Acknowledge receipt.
By command Major-General Miles:
H. C. CORBIN, Adjutant-General.
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 30, 1899.
General MERRIAM, Denver, Colo.:
.Reference telegrams even date concerning insurrection. Acting Secretary 'War
dIrects that you acknowledge receipt and report hour of departure and time you are
due in Boise.
By command Major-General Miles:
H. C. CoRBIN, Adjutant-General.
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 30, 1899.
Brigadier-General MERRIAM, Denver, Colo.:
Reference to telegram of even date relative to insurrection in Idaho you will
understand the necessity of moving with as little delay as posible.
'
By command of Major-General Miles:
H. C. CORBIN, Adjutant-General.
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Having acknowledged the foregoing by telegram, and having communicated by wire with the governor of Idaho as follows: .
Governor of IDAHO, Boise Oiiy, Idaho:
Am ordered confer with you regarding riots at Wardner. Please wire quickly are
troops needed now or is it too late?
MEmuAM, Brigadier-General.

BoISE, IDAHO, April SO, 1899.
General MERRIAM, Denver, Colo.:
While there is apparent calm to-day, troops are surely needed and must be sent in
at once. Adjutant-general wire to-day says you are mstructed to come to Boise.
Will you be here?
FRANK STEuNENlJERG, Governor.

I proceeded to Boise, Idaho, accompanied by my' aid-de-camp, Lieut.

J. B. Bennet, leaving Denver at 6.30 p. m., April 30.
M.EETING GOVERNOR STEUNENBERG.

Arriving at Glenns Ferry, Idaho, dUl'ing the evening of May 1, I
was met by Governor Frank Steunenberg, who, with several officers of
his staff, had come out from Boise to meet me in order to hasten the
wOl'k to be planned and undertaken for the restoration of law and
order in the turbulent mining region of Shoshone County.
This region had been familiar to me twenty years ago. It lies in the
Cceur d'Alene Mountain~ very near the summit, which divides Shoshone County from the ~tate of Montana. Over this summit by the
Mullan Pass the region'is entered by the Northern Pacific Raih'oad
from Montana, passmg the town of Mullan to Wallace, while the Oregon Railway and Navigation line enters from the west and follows up the Cceur d'Alene River to Wardner and connecting with the Northern
Pacific Railroad at Wallace, whence the latter continues northward up
Cannon Creek, 6 miles through Gem and Mace to Burke. In winter,
travel in and out of this mining distl'ict is limited to these two lines of
railroad, while in summer there are various trails leading over the
mountain passes practicable for foot and horsemen.
Owing to the deep snow still covering these mountains it was believed
that rioters would be unable to escape from the country except by the
lines of railroad named. With this view in mind, and after hastily
talking over the situation with the governor and taking into account
the number of rioters, their armament and ability for offering resistance, ete., I sent orders by telegraph f~om the train directing the
troops at Spokane, W alIa WalIa, Vancouver, and Boise to proceed at
once by rail, cavalry dismounted, to Wardner, there to go into camp
and maintain order.
The following is a sample of the telegrams sent for this purpose:
Walla Walla, Wash.:
Send 1 officer and 75 good men to Wardner, Idaho, there to encamp and to maintain order. Fifteen days rations, 200 rounds per man; no horses required. Move by
first train leaving Walla Walla.
ME:muAM, Brigadier-General.
COMMANDING OFFICER,

Early on the morning of May 2 similar orders and instructions were
telegraphed requiring the troops from Harrison, Assinniboine, Russell,
and Douglas to concentrate at Mullan, coming in from the east, and
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the situation was reported to the 'Var Department by telegram as
follows:

BOISE, ~ftfay 2, 1899.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL ARMY, 'Washington, D. C.:
Arrived this morning: qonference wjth gov~rnor.di~closesusual difficulties of dea~
ing with riots and conspIracIes. Some ho:pe of IdentIfymg offenders thro.ugh coroner s
inquest at Wardner to-morrow. One umon man dead and one nonumon man mortally wounded. Destruction of mining property reported very grea!.
Troops from Boise,
alIa "Valla, Vancouver, and Spokane movmg for Wardner
to-day. Troops from Harrison, Assinniboine, Russell, and Douglas ordered to Mullan
to-day. 'Will go to Wardner myself to-night.
'Number of union miners in district about 1,500; number armed and active in riots
about 1,000.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.

"r

Further conference with Governor Steunenberg while awaiting the
train gave me the impression that he was in doubt whether or not to
declare martial law in the insurrectionary district, whereupon I sent the
following telegram in cipher before continuing my journey northward:
BOISE, May 2, 1899.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL ARMY:
Troops concentrating at Wardner and Mullan will control outlets from mining
camps. If not disapproved, I will direct to scrutinize travel outward and detain suspected passengers. This is martial law, but no other course likely to secure rioters.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.

To this I received answer en route as follows:
-

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 3, 1899.
H. C. MERRIAM,
Walla Walla, Wash., or forward Wardner, Idaho:
Your cipher message received. Submitted by the Acting Secretary War to the'
President, and I am instructed to say your action is approved.
H. C. CORBIN, Adjutant-General.
G~n.

About the same time the following telegram was received, and is
given here to show the correct conception of duty undertaken at the
start by Captain Batchelor under the orders furnished him:
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 9, 1899.
Gen. H. C. MERRIAM,
Care Conductor No.6, Walla Walla, Wash.:
I arrived here yesterday 2 p. m. and encamped. Situation quiet at present. Much
apprehension apparent. Search for arms now in progress, which I am protecting.
Arrests contemplated which Sinclair thinks may lead to resistance. Walla Walla
troop not in yet.
BATCHELOR, Commanding.

The same evening I received the following from Governor Steunenberg:
"
BOISE, IDAHO, May 9.
General MERRIAM, Tekoa:
~y representative ~o;rms me that rioters are fleeing towards Spokane. Have all
trams stopped and SUSpICIOUS persons returned. Martial law declared.
FRANK STEUNENBERG.

This telegram was received with great satisfaction, for it seemed to
~e preferable in every way that the executive of the State should estab~sh martial law, if it were to be applied within his State. Following
IS the governor's proclamation:
PROCLAMATION.
STATE OF IDAHO, Executive Ojfice:
Whereas it appearing to my satisfaction that the execution of process is frustrated
and defied in Shoshone County, State of Idaho, by bodies of men and others, and that
S. Doc. 4-12
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combinations of armed men to resist the execution of process and to commit deeds of
violence exist in said county of Shoshone; and
Whereas the civil authorities of said county of Shoshone do not appear to be able
. to control such bodies of men or prevent the destruction of property and other acts of
violence; and
•
Whereas on Saturday, the 29th day of April, 1899, at or near the town of Wardner
Junction, in said county of Shoshone, State of Idaho, an armed mob did then and
there wantonly destroy property of great value, with attendant loss of life; and
Whereas said destruction of property, with attendant loss of life by mob violence
(as above set forth) , is but one and a repetition of a series of similar outrages covering
a period of six years or more just passed, the perpetrators of said outrages seeming to
enjoy immunity from arrest and punishment through subserviency of peace officers of
said county of Shoshone (or through fear on the part of said officers) to such bodies
of lawless and armed men; and
'Whereas I have reason to believe that similar outrages may occur at any time, and
believing the civil authorities of said county of Shoshone are entirely unable to presserve order and protect property:
Now, therefore, I, Frank Steunenberg, governor of the State of Idaho, by virtue
of authority in me vested, do hereby proclaim and declare the said county of Shoshone, in the State of Idaho, to be in a state of insurrection and rebellion. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the great seal
of the State. Done at the city of Boise, the capital of the State of Idaho, this 3d day
of May, in the year of our Lord 1899, and of the Independence of the United States
the one hundred and twenty-third.
FRANK STEUNENBERG.
By the governor:
M. PATRIE, 8ecreU1.ry oj State.

On receipt of the above, I sent the following telegram to the officers
commanding at Wardner and Mullan:
SPOKANE, May 3, 1899.
CoMMANDING OFFICER, UNITED STATES TROOPS,
Wardner and :Uullan, Idaho:
Arrest all persons attempting to leave mining region of Creur d' Alene unless fully
satisfied that they are not implicated in the riots. Martial law has been declared in
Shoshone County, Idaho.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.

On my arrival at Wardner I found, with some disappointment, that
the two avenues of escape, via Mullan and Wardner, now occupied by
troops, were not to be relied upon solely. It was reported that escaping
criminals were passing over the divide into Montana through the snow
on foot, and that some had already arrived at Missoula and others at
Thompsons Falls, on the Northern Pacific Railroad. Correspondence
by wire was immediately opened by the governor's representative with
Governor Smith, of Montana, looking to arrest of fugitives in Montana, which resulted in assurances that the civil officers of Montana
would assist in arresting and restoring these fugitives to the State of
Idaho, and immediate preparations were made for sending deputies
intO' Montana under escort of Lieutenant Lyon's company of the
Twenty-fourth Infantry. Meantime telegrams were sent and received
as follows:

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 4.
Brigadier-General MERRIAM:
For information of President, Acting Secretary of War desires to know if the situation is such as to require issuance of proclamation as required by section 5300, R. S.
H. C. CORBIN, Adjutant-General.
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 4, 1899.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL ARMY, Washington, D. C.:
Inquest still in progress with closed doors. One h.undred a~d twenty-ei.gh~ ests
made by State officials under military support. No sIgns?f reSIstance, butmdi~oDS
are most leaders of mob have escaped, going east or west mto Montana and Washmgingtonj others hidden in the mountains. Sheriff at Thompsons Falls, Mont., reports
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many arriving on f"ot over mountain tra~ls. ~~vernors Idaho aJ?d Moptana corresponding for arrests in Montana. Troops ill poSItIOn to do all that IS possIble. There
is now no sign of organized resistance.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 5, 1899.
AnJUTANT-G~, Washington, D. C.:

Three hundred and fifty arrests have been made so far. Prison~rs guarded b~ tr??ps.
State officers investigating.. Un9-erstand. gover1?-0r Montana wIll surre~der fugltlyes
escaping over the mountain traIls. I WIll furmsh escort to Idaho sheriff to reCeive
them.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.
MULLAN, IDAHO, May 6, 1899.
Gen. H. C. MERRIAM:
Lieutenant Lyon and company, accompanied by deputies, left at 10.48 as ordered.
He will report his arrival to you.
THOMPSON, Commanding.
W ARDNER, IDAH~, May 7.
Lieutenant LYON, Thompsons Falls, Afant.:
Send injured man to Harrison with attendant. It is not expected that troops
make arrests in Montana; only receive the prisoners for safe-keeping. Governor of
Montana has promised to cause the arrest of escaping rioters. Await his action
till Monday noon, then return to Mullan and await further orders, if no action by
Montana authorities.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 7,1899.
Lieutenant LYON, Thompsons Falls:
Governor of Montana has ordered sheriff of Missoula County to make arrests of
fugitives. Return with the prisoners you have to-morrow morning, delaying in
Missoula long enough to permit your deputies and Missoula sheriff to make arrests
there, then come to Mullan.
MERRIAM, Brigadier-General.
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 8, 1899.
UNITED STATES MARSHAL, Missoula, Mont.:
Lieutenant Lyon left Thompsons Falls for Missoula at 7 this morning. Has a
number of prisoners charged with tampering with United States mails at Wallace,
Idaho. Can you hold them for arrival of C. B. Bratton, post-office inspector, now
en route for Missoula via Mullan, with warrants, or can you send them on with
Lieutenant Lyon to meet Bratton?
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 8, 1899.
Lieutenant LYON, Missoola, Mont.:
l?elay at Missoula till Montana United States marshal makes preliminary investi.g~tlon of charge of mail obstruction against prisoners in your charge and any others
di~covered there. Post-Office Inspector Bratton left here for Missoula and Butte
WIth warrants yesterday. Marshal due at Missoula at midnight.
MERRIAM, B1-igadier- General.
MISSOULA, MONT., May 9.
General MERRIAM:
. Bratton warrants illegal. Proper ones will probably arrive 8.50 to-morrow mornmg. Fugitives lea-ying town rapidly. I earnestly advise temporarily abandon Federal charges, substltuting State offense, to expedite extradition, which should be
hastened, as indicated in my last telegram.
LYON, Lieutenant.
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W ARDXER, IDAHO, May 9, 1899.
Lieutenant LYON:
Conditions named in your telegram have been anticipated. Be guided by Judge
Knowles. We must yield to civil authority in Montana, but will try to find Bratton
who left here with United States warrants for seryice in 1fontana. If not heard
from, wiTe postmaster at Butte and Helena, asking if he is there.
MERRLD!, Brigadier- General.
WARDNER, ],.[ay 9, 1899.
Lieutenant LYON, Missoula, Mont.:
Telegram received and action taken.
direct. Act accordingly.

Be ready for answer from Governor Smith
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.

I think it best to note here that press mh;representations regarding
this expedition into Montana under Lieutenant Lvon made necessary
the following correspondence between the governor of Montana and
myself, viz:
HELENA, May 12, 1899.
General MERRIAM,
Commanding United States Troops, Wa1'dner, Idaho.
SIR: I notice, through the medium of the press, a statement that you ordered Lieutenant Lyon, having prisoners at Missoula, to take them at once to Idaho and pay no
attention to orders of anyone else than the commanding officer. May I ask if you
were correctly reported in this respect? In these troubles the civil authorities of Montana have been willing to aid the proper authorities in the arrest of fugitives from Idaho
and have done all that was asked of them. But we must understand that no part of
Montana is acting under martial law.
While I am willing to give all proper and legal aid to the officers of Idaho or United
States soldiers in the arrest of criminals, it must not be assumed that the civil authorities of this State will silently permit even Federal troops to disregard the civil law or
the process of civil authorities. I am a firm believer in the doctrine that the military
must always be subservient to the civil authorities. Trusting that you were misquoted
in the press dispatches, and that you did not intend to disregard the civil authorities,
lam,
ROBERT B. SMITH, Goverrwr.
Very respectfully,
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 15, 1899.
His Excellency the GOVERNOR OF MONTANA.
SIR: Acknowledging your letter dated May 12, I beg to hand you herewith the telegrams containing the orders and instructions under which Lieutenant Lyon, Twentyfourth Infantry, acted during his recent trip into your State accompanying detachment
of deputy sheriffs from the State of Idaho.
Lieutenant Lyon reports exact compliance with his orders and instructions, and I
hope you will be convinced that every precaution has been taken to avoid the slightest discourtesy toward the civil authorities of Montana in our effort to do what was
possible and legal to assist the executive of Idaho in his efforts to arrest escaping crimmals. With assurance of highest respect,
Your obedient servant,
H. C. MERRIAM,
Brigadier-General, U. S. A.
HELENA, May 17, 1899.
Gen. H. C. MERRIAM, Wardner, Idaho.
SIR: Your letter of the 15th instant with inclosures (copies of telegrams sent Lieutenant Lyon) is received this a. m.
I am pleased to see that you were entirely misrepresented in the stateme?ts made
in the press. Your letter with copies of telegrams discloses that at all times. you
. recognized the proper civil authorities. In this I applaud your action; f?r w~:llle at
times the civil authorities may need the aid of the military, I do not beheve It C?~
sistent with the spirit of our laws or institutions of our country to supplant ~he CIVIl
with military or martial authority, except in extreme instance. I am, WIth very
. great respect,
. Very truly, yours,
ROBERT B. S)1ITH, Governor Montana.

The arrests of men suspected of complicity in the crimes of April 29,
which began at onC(if on the arrival of Captain Batchelor, May 2, were
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Meantime the State authorities had begun the construction of a new
prison, and were pushing forward the work with energy among many
difficulties and more absorbing duties.
However, I became dissatisfied with the apparently slow progress
being made for their comfort, and on May 11 I sent the following telegram to Governor Steunenberg, viz:
WARDNER, May 11, 1899.
Governor STEUNE~"'BERG, Boise, Idaho:
I am still holding nearly 500 prisoners in a barn and box cars. All are very uncomf0t.table and with unsanitary conditions which will soon become intolerable. Somet~g m~t be do?-e. to hur~y prelimiriary ex~mination and release of those not prima
faCie guilty. It IS Impracticable to make thIS large number of prisoners reasonably
~omfortable .here. without considerable time and expense. Can you not personally
IDspect the SItuatIOn at once and bring help?
MERRIAM, Brigadiel'- General.

To this the governor replied that he would stnrt for Wardner at
once, and from his arrival on the following day every possible and needful effort was made to meet the requirements of the situation in all
. respects.
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On the evening of May 8 I was informed by Bartlett Sinclair, representing the governor of Idaho, that notice had been served upon all
of the mine owners of the district, by which, during the continuance of
martial law, they were forbidden to employ miners unless they were
able to present permits from the State authorities.
This was the first intimation that came to me on that subject; in fact,
there was no manifest occasion for my having any information on the
subject, as it did not concern me directly, but Mr. Sinclair said he was
preparing some rules for carrying out the order and desired to make
them such as I could approve. The next morning a proof copy of the
rules as formulated for that purpose was handed me in the form of a
poster, as follows:
PROCLAMATION.

Whereas the following notice has been served upon the mine owners of Shoshone
County by the duly constituted State authorities, by whom martial law has been
declared, to wit:
.. To the Mine Owners of Shoslwne County:
"Certain organizations or combinations existing in Shoshone County have shown
themselves to be criminal in purpose, inciting and, as organizations, procuring prop~ to be destroyed, and murders to be committed, by reason whereof it has been
twice necessary to declare martial law in Shoshone County. You are therefore notified that the employment of men belonging to said or other criminal organizations
during the continuance of martial law must cease. In case this direction is not
observed your mines will be closed."
Therefore, in order to carry into effect .the spirit of the foregoing notice and restore
the industries of the district as far as possible, it becomes necessary to establish a system by which miners who have not participated in the recent acts of violence and
who are law-abiding people may obtain work, and that order and peace may be
establish.ed, the following is promulgated for the guidance of all mine owners and
. employees in the affected district:
All parties aPJ?lying for underground work in any of the following mines will be
required to obtam from Dr. Hugh France, the duly appointed and authorized agent
for the State of Idaho for this purpose, or his deputy at Wardner or at Wallace, a permit authorizing said person so applying to seek for and obtain employment in any of
the following mines: Bunker Hill and Sullivan, Last Chance, Empire State, Idaho,
Consolidated Tiger and Poorman, Hecla, Mammoth, Standard, Helena-Frisco, Gem,
Morning, Hunter, and such others as may be hereafter included in the above list.
Mine owners must refuse employment to all applicants for underground work who
do not present a duly signed permit authorizing the same. Such permits will be
deposited in mine owner's office subject to periodical inspection.
All parties now under employment by any of the mines above named will be
required to procure within ten days from this date the permits above referred to as
a condition to their remaining in the service of their respective companies.
By order of the governor and commander in chief:
BARTLETT SINCLAIR, State Auditor.

This notice also appeared that morning in the Spokane newspapers
(without showing my approval of course).
. .
After reading over the rules I stated that there was one pomt m
which I thought an improvement could be made-that I should rather
see provision made by which an innocent member of an innocent unio.n
might receive the State permit and retain his employment. To ~hlS
Mr. Sinclair at once assented, and at his request I wrote the followmg,
to be added to the central paragraph-that enumerating the mines
which were to be governed by this system of permits, viz:
Parties applying f~r such permits must be prepared: First, to deny all participation
in the riots of April 29, 1899, in Shoshone County, and, second, to deny or re~lou!1ce .
membership in 'any society which has incited, encouraged, or approved of saId rIOts
or other violation of public law.
. .
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I authorized my name to be printed at the bottom .o~ the poster
under the words "Examined and approved," on condItIOn that the
above amendment was inserted. This was assented to at once, and the
posters were printed and sent out in form as follows, viz:
PROCLAMATION.

Whereas the following notice has been served upon the mine owners of Shoshone
County by the duly constituted State authorities, by whom martial law has been
declared, to wit:
" To the Mine Owners of Shoshone County:
"Certain organizations or combinations existing in Shoshone County have shown
themselves to be criminal in purpose, inciting, and, as organizations, procuring property to be destroyed, and murders to be committed, by reason whereof it has been
t,....ice necessary to declare marshal law in Shoshone County. You are therefore notified that the employment of men belonging to said or other criminal organizations
during the continuance of martial law must cease. In case this direction is not
observed your mines will be closed."
Therefore, in order to carry into effect the spirit of the foregoing notice and restore
the industries of the district as far as possible, it becomes necessary to establish a
system by which miners who have not participated in the recent acts of violence and
who are law-abiding people may obtain work, and that order and peace may be
established, the following is promulgated for the guidance of all mine owners and
employees in the affected district:
All parties applying for underground work in any of the following mines will be
required to obtain from Dr. Hugh France, the duly appointed and authorized agent
for the State of Idaho for this purpose, or his deputy, at Wardner or at 'Wallace, a
permit authorizing said person to seek employment in any of the following mines:
Bunker Hill and Sullivan, Last Chance, Empire State-Idaho, Consolidated Tiger and
Poorman, Hecla, Mammoth, Standard, Helena-Frisco, Gem, Morning, Hunter, and
such others as may be hereafter included in the above list. Parties applying for such
permits must be prepared: First, to deny all participation in the riots on April 29,
1899, in Shoshone County, and, second, to deny or renounce membership iQ any
society which has incited, encouraged, or approved of said riots or .other violation of
public law.
Mine owners must refuse employment to all applicants for underground work who
do not present a duly signed permit authorizing the same. Such permits will be
deposited in mine owners' office subject to periodical inspection.
All parties now under employment by any of the mines above named will be
required to procure within ten days from this date the permits ~bove referred to as
a condition to their remaining in the service of their respective ~mpanies.
By order of the governor and commander in chief:
BARTLETT SINCLAIR, State Auditor.
Examined and approved.

Dated May 8, 1899.

H. C. MERRIAM,
Brigadier-General, U. S. Army.

It was not intended that the troops under my command should assume
part whatever in c!Lrryinginto effect these or any other rules affectIng laborers or labor In the State of Idaho, nor have they done so in
the remotest degree.
.
~t has seemed to me nece~ary to be very explicit in reporting upon
thIS system of labor permits because of the persistency of a portion of
the public press, and especially of the various labor unions all over the
country, in charging me with making the order which is quoted in the
preamble of the above proclamation.
Thi~ practice has b~en contin~ed and emphasized in spite of the selfproclaImed authorshIp shown In the phrase" by the duly constituted
State.aut!IOrities." Furthermore, on this point Governor Steunenberg,
who IS hImself a labor-union man and a friend of law-abiding organ~ny

10

C<EUR

n' ALEXE

~nNIXG TROUBLES.

ized labor, gave out for publication the following statement, dated
May 20, 1899:
In dealing with the conditions at present existing in Shoshone County it is the
purpose of the State authorities to restore peace and safety to the law-abidinginhabitants of the county, and to punish and totally eradicate from this community a class
of criminals who have for years been committing murders and other crimes in open
violation of the law.
To this end I shall use the powers vested in me to the fullest extent necessary.
It is the intention that the protection of the law shall extend alike to the men who
labor and the men who employ. There will be, and is, no war upon organized labor
as such, but certain so-called labor organizations, as they exist and have existed
under various names and at various times in Shoshone County, are not to be considered with law-respecting labor organizations elsewhere. They have been, and are
now, controlled by desperate men, who use it to support them in their lawlessness,
and through it keep the sympathy and support of labor organizations elsewhere not
conversant with conditions here. These desperadoes stop at no crime, either upon
law-abiding members of their own organization, or business men, or laborers, or
mine owners, and thus terrorize the entire community. Law-abiding and lawrespecting labor organizations, here and elsewhere, should hasten to disclaim any
and all sympathy with organized reign of terror that has prevailed in Shoshone County
for some years past, and, as in this case, when the same has been carried on in the
naine of those who toil, the speedier should be the disclaimer; and in disclaiming
they should further lend every effort to assist in the prosecution and conviction of
those who, by their acts of lawlessness and crime, defame the cause and misrepresent
the true mission of organized labor.
Certain of the county officers, whose sworn duty it is to preserve order and protect
property, have for years been either in sympathy with criminals or intimidated by
them, and in applying the remedy nothing less drastic than the disease itself will
cure. There can be no compromise with crime nor with criminals; and further, in
the performance of my duty, there will be no subserviency to any private interest.
All good citizens are urged to cooperate with the authorities in carrying this purpose
in to effect.
The wage rate in the Coeur d' Alenes is the highest for similar labor paid in the
United States. Laborers are assured that they can come here and work and receive
that protection to which every American citizen is entitled. EverY'resource at my
command will be used to this end, and they are further assured that none of the
present safeguards will be withdrawn until those certain inalienable rights, among
which are enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, pursuing happiness and securing safety, guaranteed by our Constitution and dear to every American heart, are firmly and lastingly established.
FRANK STEUNEXBERG.
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 12, 1899.
AnJUTANT-GE:r-TERAL, 'Washington, D. C.:
Number of prisoners reduced to 450, and am relieving troops needed in connection
with shipments to Manila, leaving one battalion Twenty-fourth Infantry here, under
Captain Leavell. All is progressing satisfactorily, and many miners returning to
work under necessary restrictions by State authority. I think I may return to Denver by Monday, if approved, and not return unless later complications arise. Governor will be here to-morrow and will hurry forward investigation and prosecutions.
I hope he will be able to release half the men still held.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- Geneml.
WASHINGTON, D. C., ~[((y 16.
General MERRIAM:
Secretary 'War desires report of present existing conditions.
CORBIN, AdJlltant-General.
'VARDXER, IDAHO, May 16, 1899.
Washington, D. C.:
Governor of Idaho has carefully reviewed the situation here; deems it necessary to
place troops at Burke and Mullan. Request two troops of c~valry be sent from
Robinson or Meade under a field officer. Each troop should bnng one 4-mu~e team
and supplies for one month. From present indications troops may be reqUIred for
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six months or more. Lieutena!1t-Colonel Moo~e! Te~th qavalry, is with. me, and of
great assistance. I ask suspenslOn of order to Jom his regIment. Referrmg to press
criticism I have made no orders. My action limited strictly to support of State
authorities. There are 396 prisoners still in custody under investigation.
MERRIAM, Brigadier-General.
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 17, 1899.
WG.'lhington, D. C.:
Union miners now refusing work under conditions deemed by State authorities
necessary to insure good order. This seems partly due to sympathy and support
given by kindred unions in other States. Result is, large numbers of idle and sullen
men in the mining centers-Mullan, Burke, and vVallace.
Mounted troops asked for in yesterday's telegram would have a restraining effect.
The governor's course appears to me judicious and his prompt support necessary to
arrest lawlessness and crime, which has obtained in this county for several years.
With troops placed order will be preserved. Trials will go on; witnesses can testify
under feeling of security. Well-disposed miners will return to work and the turbulent element gradually disappear.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

WARDNER, IDAHO, llfay 25, 1899.
Washington, D. C.:
Conditions here steadily improving. Some miners accepting permits to work and
others leaving the district. Major Smith's squadron First Cavalry arrived at Wallace
yesterday; will patrol the district and relieve infantry guards over all magazines containing explosives.
I think acute stage of disorders is passed and nothing now required but time for
restoration of civil functions, trial of the rioters, and reorganization of local industries.
Number of prisoners to-day is 330. Nearly all admit being in the riot of April 29.
Sanitary condition is beyond complaint. No deaths; 1 serious case of pneumonia
and 3 cases of tonsilitis and bronchitis, not serious.
I will be at Vancouver to-morrow for consultation with department staff on questions of supply and expenditures; at San Francisco Monday, then go to Denver by
Thursday, leaving Major Smith in command here.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.

ADJUTANT-GE~ERAL,

DENVER, COLO., May 29,1899.
Gen. H. C. MERRIAM,
Phelan Building, San Frand.sco, Cal.:
Following repeated: Graves, Aid. Washington, D. C., May 26, via Vancouver
Barracks, Wash., May 27, 1899. Gen. H. C. Merriam, Denver, Colo., to be forwarded. It is charged in resolutions by the Western Labor Union under date of
May 20, just received by the President, that owners of mines in Cceur d' Alene district
are denied the right of employing any men unless he first makes affidavit that he
is a nommion miner and that the Army sent to aid the State authorities to preserve
peace and protect property is being used to enforce the alleged order. The statement
must be the result of some misunderstanding which should be properly corrected.
The President wishes a statement of facts at once.
By order of the Secretary of War:
H. C. COr-BIN, Adjutant-General.

[Sent from train May 30, in Nevada.]
ADJUTANT-GENERAL, UNITED STATES ARMY,

Washington, D. C.:
. Resolutions referred to in your telegram are at fault, like most others on that subJect. State ~uthorities require .miners t? ?bt~in p~rmits, b~t no affidavits are required.
Men must .slgn a pape~ denYI~lg p~rt~ClI~atlOn m the cnmes of April 29, also deny
membershIp many sOClety whiCh dId mClte or approve those crimes, and promise to
obey the law.
Troops are taking no part in this unless keeping the peace does so. Every mine
owner I have seen strongly approves.
MERRIAM, Brigadier- General.
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TRANSFER OF ThDIEDIATE COMMAND.

On May 25 I left the mining district and returned to my headquarters
at Denver, leaving Maj. Allen Smith, First Cavalry, in immediate command, with the following letter of instructions:
WARDNER, IDAHO, May 24, 1899.
Maj. ALLEN SMITH, First Cavalry.
SIR: In my absence you will become the senior officer on duty with troops in this
county, now under martial law by proclamation of the governor of Idaho, dated
May 3,1899. The troops are here by order of the President to aid the State executive in maintaining order and restoring the State government to its legitimate functions.
To this end we are exercising the extraordinary powers which obtain under martial
law, but we must not forget the necessity of using this power with great care and
moderation. to the end that while exacting prompt submission of all persons to all
measures needful to the object we have in hand, we may not overdo it to the annoyance of the innocent or even to the needless distress of those who may have offended.
It is quite impossible to give specific instructions to meet contingencies that may arise
for the reason that conditions can not be fully anticipated. Constant vigilance and
prompt action may sometimes prevent or nip in the bud tendencies which might
otherwise lead to serious conditions. To this end the magazines containing explosives among the mining properties have been put under guard. Saloons may be
closed for similar reasons whenever they appear to be a source of danger, and many
other acts along the same line, such as forbidding gatherings of excited people, the
issuing of inflammatory publications, etc.
With these hints I do not doubt that your experience and good judgment will
enable you to deal successfully with any questions likely to arise. The acute stage
has passed and the game is now merely one of waiting till the civil officers and courts
can be set up and resume their functions, and the local industries, lately paralyzed by
mob violence, shall have time to :t:eorganize and resume operations.
. All requisitions for fora~e and subsistence will be forwarded to headquarters,
Department of the ColumbIa, at least ten days before supplies are required.
Very respectfully,
H. C. MERRIAM, Brigadier-General.

On May 31, after my arrival in Denver, the following telegrams
were received and sent:

·WASHINGTON, D. C., May 91.
Brigadier-General MERRIAM,
Commanding Dept. of Colorado, Denver, Colo.:
You will instruct Major Smith, commanding at Wallace, that he is to use the United
States troops to aid the State authorities simply to suppress rioting and to maintain
peace and order. These were your original instructions. The Army must have nothmg whatever to do with enforcing rules for the government of miners or miner's unions.
That is a matter for the local authorities to deal with.
R. A. ALGER, Secretary of War.
DENVER, COLO., June 1,1899.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL ARMY,
Washington, D. C.:
Telegram dated yesterday and signed l,>y Secretary of War, relatipg to ?uties. of
troops in Shoshone County, Idaho, receIved and forwarded to MaJor SIlllth, WIth
instructions to keep well within its limitations. In this conp.ection, is it expected t~at
troops be used to guard prisoners arrested by State authOrIties or magazmes cont3;ming explosives within the region declared by the governor as in a state of msurrectlOn
and therefore understood to be under martial law? These and perhaps other precautions are needful, in my opinion, to prevent further violence and crime.
MERRIAM, Brigadier-General.
WASHINGTON, D. C., June 2, 1899.
Major-General MERRIAM, Denver, Colo.:
In reply to your telegram of yesterday, Secretary of War direct.s me to say that
while the insurre~ion continues and the governor of Idaho reqmres your a!d you
will continue to assist the State authorities to preserve the peace and protect hfe a~d
property. You will take whatever precautions are necessary to prevent further VIOItlnce and crime.
H. C. CORBIN, Adjutant-General.
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The telegram of May 31, signed by ~ec~etary Alger, had given me
much concern for it contained a plain llltImatlOn that some order or
instruction intended for my guidance had not been received. To clear
up all doubt on this point I applied.by ml;til for ~ Co~! of the p~per
referred to in that telegram as my "onglllallllstructlOns.
The deSIred
paper was not furnished, but in the mea~time the Secretary's telegram
containing the hurtful intimation was gIven out at the War Department for publication, and was published very generally throughout
the country.
Thereupon I renewed my appl~cati?n for w:hatever had ~een referred
to in that telegram as my "orIgmal mstructlOns." To thIS request no
reply has been received. I note this incident here because of the
hurtful publication. My original instructions as received are fully set
forth at the beginning of this report.
STATISTICS OF PRISONERS.

The total number of arrests made, and in military custody to date,
has exceeded 700, but many of those were almost instantly released on
investigation, so that the number remaining in custody long enough
for making a statistical record, which was made by my aid, Lieutenant Bennet, was 528. Of these the following information was recorded,
viz:
Total. Citizens.

Nativity.
Americans..............................................
Swedes
,.............
Italians.................................................

Finns...................................................

132
99
63

Aliens.

Married.
.

132

Single.

45

26
23

106

54

22

41
35

15

21
16

76
42

Other foreign...........................................

144

43

12
28
82

62

6
38

106

Total.............................................

528

330

198

130

398

Irish.....................................................

47

31
37

From the above it will be further noted that of the 396 foreign born
only half, or 198, had taken out citizenship papers.
During the entire period the prison has been in existence, viz, since
May 4 to date-about three months-there have been two deaths, as
follows: M. L. Devine, June 1, in hospital, of pneumonia; Miles McMillan, June 11, in hospital, of typhoid fever.
A third death, that of Mike Johnson, suicide by drowning, occurred
after the prisoner had been removed from the prison and was en route
to Wallace, Idaho, in custody of the sheriff.
Number of prisoners remaining in custody, 194; of these 6 are on
sick report with bilious fever.
In addition to prisoners arrested there were considerable numbers
of firearms seized by deputies, consisting of Winchester and other
patterns of rifles and pistols. These were placed in custody of the
~roops for safe-keeping, subject to orders of the State officials. A few
Iron safes-three of them, I think-found in halls of miners' unions,
were taken possession of by deputies. These were not placed in custody of the troops, and I have no knowledge of their contents.
COURT PROCEEDINGS.

The coroner's jury began its examination into the circumstances of

t~e murder of John Smyth and James Cheyne on May 3, and con-

tmued its sessions for several weeks, examining hundreds of witnesses.
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From the information so gathered a large number of indictments have
_
been found by the grand Jury.
Impeachment proceedings against County Commissioners Moses S.
Simmons, William Boyle, and 1Villiam R. Stimson, and Sheriff James
D. Young were concluded July 10. resulting in their removal from
office for their failure to perform their duties as peace officers of the.
county on April 29 and previously.
On the followin~ day the trial of Paul Corcoran was commenced
under indictment for conspiracy and the murder of Jame Cheyne.
The trial was concluded July 27, resulting in his conviction and sentence to seventeen years at hard labor in the State prison. Corcoran
was a high official in the miners' unions of the Creur d'Alenes.
Other trials under similar indictments having been ordered for the
September term, the court has adjourned to meet September 4.
In order to give a fair presentati.on of the riots and the sentiments
prevailing among the people directly interested, I have attached to
this report Appendices A and B, taken from the local newspapers, and
illustrating views from opposite standpoints.
A ppendix A is taken from The Idaho State Tribune, official paper
of the 'Vestern Federation of Miners, published ~lay 3 at 'Vallace,
Idaho, by James R. Sovereign. It contains a narrative of the riots of
April 29, and quite extensive editorial comments upon the situation.
Appendix B is taken from the Wardner ~ Jews, a weekly, published May
6 at Wardner. Idaho, by Mr. Aaron Frost. It also contains'a narrative
of the riots of April 29 and various editorial notes upon the situation.
It will be observed that these narratives do not differ materially as
to the crimes and the participants.
The following fioTlres are taken from the books of the mines not
blown up, and in which uni.on miners were employed exclusively. The
number not at work in the mines during the day of the riot corresponds
very closely with the number estimated as engaged in the riot:
Total number of miners employed April 29
..
Total number of miners 'at work April 29
....
Total number of miners not at work April 29

. _.....
.... _.. 1,148
.. __ ........•.••.. _...
199
.. __ .
. __ . _.. _ 949

Table showing t1'OOpS called upon f01' duty in Caur d' Alenes in connect'ion with the 1'iots.
Organization.

Post.

Co=anding.

Company M,Twenty-fourth In- Capt. J. B. Batchelor, jr.,
Twenty-fourth Infantry.
fantry.
Troop A, Fourth Cavalry _
. Second Lieut. J. N. Munro,
Fourth Cavalry.
Company D, Twenty-fourth In- First Lieut. H. G. Lyon,
Twenty·fourth Infantry.
fantry.
Company A, Twenty-fourth In- Capt B W Leavell Twenty
fo~tb. Infantry..'
fantry.
Company G, Twenty-fourth In- First Lieut. H. B. Nelson,
Twenty<fourth Infantry.
fantry.
Company C, Twenty-fourth In- Capt. W. H. W. James,
fantry.
Company F, Twenty-fourth In- Fi~,;eE(l~t~~~~~ ~Ji~kt~;;,
Twenty-fourth Infantry.
fantry.
Company B, Twenty-fourth In- Second Lieut. W. L. )1urphy, Twenty-fourth Infantry.
fantry.
Troop F, Fourth Cavalry.... _.. Capt. R. D. Walsh, Fourth
Cavalry.
Company K, Twenty-fourth In- Second Lieut. H. O. WiIliard, Tenth Cavalry.
fantry.
Troop L, First Cavalry .••••••.. Capt. F. A. Edwards, First
Cavalry.
Troop A, First Cavalry
.. First Lieut. E. S. Wright,
First Cavalry.
Detachment Sixth Cavalry, 200 First Lieut. A. C. Xissen,
Sixth Cantlry.
men, dismounted.

Arrived.

li~~d.

Fort Spokane,Wash. :May

2

May 12

Fort Walla Walla, May
Wash.
Fort Harrison, Mont May

3

)1ay 11

4

June 21

Fort Douglas, Utah. May

4

June 21

do

May

4

May 10

Fort D. A. Russell,

May

4

May 10

Vancouver Barracks, Wash.

May

4

... ~J~'.............. May

4 June 21
May 14

Boise Barraeks, May 4 May 9
Idaho.
Fort Assinniboine, May 5 June 14
Mont.
FortRobinson,Nebr May 24
.....do ........ _..... May 24
Fort Riley, Kans .... June 20
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FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS ON DUTY.

Lieut. Col. Francis Moore, Tenth Cavalry, Acting Inspector-General, Department
of Colorado, May 5-May 25.
Maj. J. M. Thompson, Twenty-fourth Infantry, Fort Douglas, Utah, May 4-May 11.
Maj. Charles Morton, Fourth Cavalry, For~ 'Valla Walla, May 3-May 11.
Maj. Allen Smith, First Cavalry, Fort Robrnson, Nebr., May 24.
Maj. H. P. Birmingham, Surgeon, U. S. ~., May 4-May 10.
First Lieut. J. B. Bennet, Seventh Inf., ald-de-camp, May 4-May 25.
Acting Asst. Surg. J. E. Bingham, U. S. A., May 3-May 11.
Acting Asst. Surg. R. M. Fletcher, U. S. A., May 4-July 28.

'The conduct of the troops and the intelligence, skill, and good judgment of the officers have been noteworthy under all the trying conditions presented. Commendation is' especially due to Capt. J. B.
Batchelor and First Lieut. H. G. Lyon, Twenty-fourth Infantry, who
encountered special opportunities.
Major Smith, with 200 Sixth Cavalry dismounted, is still at Wallace
with detachments guarding magazines and mining property in that
vicinity, and Captain Edwards remains at Wardner with two troops
First Cavalry, guarding nearly 200 prisoners. As the trials have been
suspended till September 4, I have deemed it best to submit this report
without further delay.
Very respectfully, your obedient servan~~
!t.

.

C.

MERRIAM,

Brigadier- General.
APPENDIX

A.

LExtracts from Idaho State Tribune, official paper of Western Federation of Miners, Wallace, Idaho,
Wednesday, May 3, 1899.]
BUNKER HILL DESTROYED--ONE THOUSAND DETERMINED MEN WREAK VENGEANCE ON
THE SCAB MINE-WORK OF DESTRUCTION COMPLETE-TWO MEN KILLED AND ONE
WOUNDED--SOLDIERS ON THE GROUND--WHOLESALE ARRESTS TO BE MADE-MARTIAL
LAW THREATENED FOR THE ENTIRE DISTRICT.

Saturday last witnessed what might properly be considered the close of a seven
years' war. The sun rose bright and clear in the morning and the people repaired to
their usual vocations in peace and quietude. There was nothing in the order of
nature and the mind of the public portentous of the coming tumult. About 10.30 a
man on horseback came galloping down Bank street from Canyon Creek, and, halting in front of the Tribune office, said, "They are coming," and passed on at a rapid
rate. Five minutes later the whistle of the Northern Pacific engine pulling the train
from Burke and Gem resounded with its usual regularity. A moment later it halted
at the Oregon Railroad and Navigation depot, and on its 9 freight and ore cars were
packed 1,000 men, half of whom were maskeQ. and armed with Winchester rifles.
After a short halt the train proceeded to the Northern Pacific depot, and after a few
minutes' delay they switched to the Oregon Railroad and Navigation track, and without running orders proceeded toward Wardner.
The streets of Wallace took on an air of excitement, and before the train proceeded
to Wardner with its human freight, on its mission of destruction, armed men walked
the streets in quest of an abundant supply of ammunition. It was evident to all that
some of the scenes of 1892 were to be repeated, and this time the Bunker Hill and
Sullivan Mining Company at Wardner, 12 miles below Wallace, was to be the victim
of a forceful demonstration on the part of the organized miners of the Coour d' Alenes.
On the train were about 200 members of the organizations at Mullan, and the balance
were composed of men from the various mines and outside works on Canyon Creek.
The delegation from Mullan had walked to Wallace and, by a prearranged plan, had
connected with the incoming train from Burke. The failure to secure running orders
. compelled the engineer to flag the train to Wardner, and, owing to the many sharp
curves in the road winding down the North Fork, the speed of the train could not
exceed the speed of the flagman on foot.

16

CffiUR D'ALENE l1INIKG TROUBLES.

The train reached 'Yardner at 1 0' clock, and the work of clearing the country of all
opposition was begun. .A detachment of union miners, armed with Winchester rifles
was dispatched to the mountain side beyond the mill, and the work of placing unde;
the mill 3,000 pounds of dynamite, taken from the magazine of the Frisco mine at
Gem, was commenced. At no time did the demonstration a&..<lUIlle the appearance or
the attitude of a disorganized mob. All the detail were managed with the discipline
and precision of a perfectly trained military organization. Each miner participating in
the affair either wore a strip of white handkerchief in the buttonhole of his coat or a
strip of white cloth tied on his right arm. Sixty armed scabs in the employ of the
Bunker Hill company offered the only resistance, and they only gave expression to
the most pitiable and lamentable cowardice. Only a few desultory shots from the
miners were necessary to send them fleeing over the mountains. At the same time
Mr. Burbidge, manager of the mine, might have been seen running down the Oregon Railroad and Navigation track toward Kingston, skulking behind every conceivable object and wringing his hands in the desperation of fear. Probably a more
humiliating spectacle has not presented itself to the world since the capture of King
Charles, nor a more striking evidence of supreme cowardice than was shown by Mr.
Burbidge, who heretofore has displayed the defiant air of a tyrant equaled only by
Sir Henry Morgan, the leader of the buccaneers of the Spanish Main.
At 2.30 the arrangements were complete, the dynamite was placed under the mill
in three departments, the fuse attached, and all was in readiness for the destruction of
one of the largest concentrators in the world, costing the company the enormous sum
of $250,000. All miners and friends of the miners were warned to take a safe distance
from the work of destruction about to begin. The fuses were lighted, and at 2.26
there was an awful crash, and broken machinery and fragments of the building were
hurled high into the air. Fifteen seconds later another followed, and in about the
same time a third. From the force of the third shot d~bris was hurled in every
direction, and a huge canopy was formed in the heavens. Fragments of machinery
and brQken timbers rained down upon the ruins for several seconds. The 'shock of
each explosion was terrific and was heard 20 miles away. The work of destruction
was complete. The great concentrator was as completely. demolished as it could
have been if months had been spent in preparing the giant explosives for that purpose. The work was planned and executed by men who have received the training
of a lifetime in the handling of dynamite.
Not only was the mill completely demolished, but the office, books, and papers of
the company suffered likewise, and the boarding house of the company, about 300 feet
from the mill, was at the time of the explosion a mass of flames, and only the smoldering ashes now mark the place where it once stood.
The explosion was indeed an awe-inspiring scene, and to the eyewitness, were it
not for the horrors of destruction, presented a pyrotechnical display which would
satisfy the most expert critic of Fourth of July fireworks.
After the terrific shock of the last explosion had died away in the distant mountains an ominous stillness of a few minutes followed. The delegation from Canyon
Creek and Mullan, together with a large portion of the people from Wardner, were
either on or about the train, which consisted of 9 cars and 2 engines. Winchesters
and revolvers were everywhere in evidence. The silence w:as broken by a single
shot from a Winchester from some person on top of one of the cars, followed by a
deafening fusilade. For five minutes the rattle of musketry was incessant. It was
evident, however, from the beginning of the firing that no harm was inten~ed; that
the men were simply celebrating the victory they had secured in the destruction of
the Bunker Hill concentrator. In the midst of the firing the engines gave the starting signal and the train moved slowtytoward Wallace, but when about one-half mile
from Wardner was stopped, it being claimed that 75 of the Canyon Creek and Mullan delegation were left at Wardner. The train slowly backed down to the depot
again, and quite a few more boarded the cars, when it proceeded on its way to Wallace.
From Wardner to Wallace there was no incident of importance and no demonstration on the part of the men. Ranchers and laboring people living in the valley
congregated along the track and cheered the men lustily as they passed along. T.he
train reached Wallace about 4 0' clock, and about a hundred of the people of the City
were congregated at the depot to witness its arrival. Mayor Smith had taken the
precaution to temporarily close the saloons. A few from Canyon Creek and a few
from Mullan remamed in town, but most of the miners from Canyon Creek remained
on the train and were taken to their respective homes, and the Mullan miners slowly
wended their way back from whence they came.
During the desultory firing at Wardner, shortly after the train from Wallace arrive4,
Jack Smythe, a miner at the Frisco mine, was shot and instantly killed. How it
happeneJ or by whom he was shot is not definitely known. Some say he was shot
by scabs in the employ of the Bunker Hill company, others that he was ~ot by the
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striking miners through mistake. James Cheyne, a vanner man at t~e ~unker Hill
mill, was shot through the hip and died at the Sacred Heart HOSPlta~ 111 Spokane
yesterday morning. R. R. Rogers, th~ stenographer of the B~nker H;Ill company,
was slightly wounded in. the. upper lIP: So !ar as known, th~s constIt~tes all the
casualties of the day's domgs 111'connectlOn wIth the Bunker HIll exploslOn.
The body of Jack Smythe was brought on the strikers' train from Wardner and
taken to .Burke and later to Wallace and placed in charge of Ward's underta1dng
establishment, but later transfBrred by o!de~ of Cou?-ty Coroner France t~ the uI1~er
taking establishment of M!. Worstell, wIth 111structIOns to hold. the .r~mams pend~ng
the coroner's inquest, WhICh Mr. France refused to hold untIl mIlItary protectIOn
could be secured. Coroner France at once proceeded to Spokane, presumably to
secure legal advice, and it is stated he has ordered the body of Smythe taken to
Wardner, and that the inquest will begin at 2 o'clock this afternoon, the intention
being to select the evidence that will make up. the findings of the coroner's "jury.
Yesterday about 104 United States Regulars from Fort Spokane, under command of
Captain Batchelor, arrived at Wardner, and telegraphic reports have it that all the
United States Regulars available as far east as Leavenworth, Kans., have been ordered
to hold themselves in readiness to proceed to the Cceur d' Alenes at a minute's notice.
It is rumored on pretty reliable authority that the whole country will be placed under
martial law and wholesale arrests made, with the hope of convicting participants in
the blowing up of the Bunker Hill mill and the shooting of Smythe, Cheyne, and
Rogers.
The corporate press, as usual, lays the blame of the whole affair on the organized
miners and civil authorities. No importance whatever is attached to the indiscreet
and arrogant policy of the Bunker Hill Company. Labor alone is to be punished,
and rich tyrants are to be protected in the work of paup.erizing the country for the .
benefit of the few.
A few days will be necessary to determine the actual policy the Federal and State
Governments have decided upon. Sheriff Young and County Attorney Samuels come
in for a share of severe criticism, although it is admitted by all that the raid on the
'Bnn kpr Hill was a complete surprise and that the local authorities were absolutely
powerless.
~lH:: Dunker Hill mill cost the company, in round numbers, $250,000, but owing
to the reduced price in machinery it can be replaced for about $200,000. The destruction of the mill forced the suspension of the Last Chance mine, for the reason that
the Last Chance compressor was supplied from the Bunker Hill machinery. The
Last Chance, however, has since resumed, and is working with hand drills and pushing forward the construction of its own compressor with all possible speed. The
electric lights of Wardner were also supplied with power from the Bunker Hill mill,
and the destruction of the property leaves the city in absolute darkness. It is estimated that the aggregate loss to the Bunker Hill Company in its concentrator and
machinery and the loss of eight months' or a year's profits will approximate half a
million d611ars. The mill had a capacity of 600 tons of crude ore per day, and was
one of the largest and best-equipped concentrators in the world, and its destruction
will prove a serious backset to the Wardner end of the Cceur d' Alene district. All
the. other ~ines and mills, however, are rWilling with the same force and regularity
a~ If nothmg had happened. The men are all satisfied with their conditions, and
peace and quietude reign.
Up to the hour of going to press 75 warrants had been issued, and it is the intention
to make wholesale arrests of parties charged with being implicated in the destruction
of the Bunker Hill mill.
EDITORIALS FROM SAME ISSUE.

If Bartlett Sinclair, auditor of state, who is the representative of Governor Steunen-

~erg

at 'Wardner, is correctly quoted in yesterday's Spokesman-Review he is an
Ignoramus in ~he extreme sense. He talks about impeaching County Atto~ney Samuel~ and SherIff Young before Judge Mayhew, and that the governor will appoint
theIr successors. Judge Mayhew has no authority to impeach county officers, and
~he gov~rnor of the State has no authority to appoint their successors. It requires a
J~y to Impeach county officers, and when removed from office the county commisSIoners alone have the right to fill the vacancies by appointment. Governor Steunenberg better send a representative to the Cceur d' Alenes who understands his business
or come here himself.
'
. Dr. E. H. Harding, of Mullan, arrived in Spokane April 30, and in a long interview
m the Spokesman-Review denounces this country as an unfit place for decent and
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respectable people to liye in. "ho is Dr. E. H. Harding? A deadbeat and a
swmdler, who has the reputation of Epending most of hiE time with lewd women.
He came t<? Wall:u:e. about four years ago, borrowed ~o~ey to get to )Iurray, and
there practiced his disreputable arts on the people until his presence became intoler~ble. He left Murray between two days, leaving his creditors wiser but poorer. He
IS a quack, and came near bein~ arrested here for p~acticing medicine unlawfully.
He went to :l\fullan for a short tlIDe, where he established even a worse reputation
than at other points where he lived in this county. He left Mullan about two years
ago, and has not since been seen in this county until his return about two weeks ago.
Be never had any practice here and could not get any. He is too much of a reprobate
for decent people to associate with. This is the man who is given a column in the
Spokesman-Review to denounce the Cffiur d' Alenes.
Whenever there is labor trouble and force is resorted to by the working people the
plutocratic press, like the Spokesman-Review, sends up a cry for soldiers and guns to
preserve the peace, and we admit that sometimes soldiers and guns are necessary,
but it more frequently happens that they do more to break the peace than to preserve
it. The best way to preserve the peace in this community is for the employers of
labor to do right. Let the Spokesman-Review come to Gem, Burke, or :Ylullan, where
2,000 miners are employed, and it will find those mining camps the most peaceable
and the most prosperous in the world. There is a widespread cause for it. The
mine managers do right by the men in their employ. To do right is the best known
method of preserving the peace. I t will not fail to win once in a million trials. Joe
Sibley, of Pennsylvania, once said to us: "I will wager $10,000 that no man can
induce my 2,000 employees or a tenth part of them to go on a strike, and the reason
they can't do it is because my employees are always treated right." There are hun. dreds of other employers whose love of humanity and whose respect for labor always
prompt them to treat their employees with proper consideration, and they never suffer
from labor troubles. The Spokesman-Review could do a thousand times better service
for this district if it would persuade the Bunker Hill Company to do right. Remember that wrong begets wrong and right begets right. Let the Bunker Hill do right
and it will beget right on the part of the miners, and nothing short of it will insure
peace in this district.
An elephant is the kindest and most gentle of all animals, but when tormented
becomes extremely ferocious. The circus came to town and the boys went to see
the elephant, and the elephant ate peanuts and candy out of their hands. The el~
phant was glad and the boys were pleased. But there was one mean, proud boy by
the name of Burbidge, who usually amused himself by robbing birds' nests and pulling off the wings and legs of innocent bugs and throwing mud into the face of his
little sister. The Burbidge boy conceived the idea that he would playa trick on the
elephant, so when the elephant stretched out its trunk for candy Burbidge gave it a
piece of tobacco and stuck a pin into it. The elephant was enraged and threw Burbidge high into the air, and the balance of the boys said it was just what he deserved,
because he tormented the elephant when kindness and good treatment cost less.
But there was a law in those days which permitted mean boys to torment elephants
to their hearts' content, and a great cry went up to kill the elephant, and the big
newspapers and some little ones praised the mean boy for tormenting the animal, and
the soldiers came, saying great is the mean boy and denounced elephants in unmeasured terms. The other boys, however, insisted that the elephant was good and kind
to them, and there was a great commotion in the congregation of the Lord. A resolution was passed to the effect that elephants belong to God's creation and deserved
fair treatment, and the hosts of industry marched out of the wilderness of greed, and
elephants forever after were considered helpful and harmless.
In business circles it is feared that the scenes of Saturday, which resulted in the
destruction of the Bunker Hill mill at Wardner, will result in a serious backset to
business in the Cffiur d' Alenes. There is really no foundation for a fear of this kind.
The relations between the organized miners and the mine operators at Mullan and
on Canyon Creek are more cordial and friendly now than ever before. The 1,000
men who went to Wardner and are charged with destroying the Bunker Hill mill,
would have come home and waded in blood to their knees if necessary to protect
the mills or mines of the Mullan or Canyon Creek operators. There has not been a
time during the past ten years when a more pleasant feeling between mine operators
and miners existed than at the present time. This same feeling of friendship, confidence, and good will could have been shared by the Bunker Hill, if that company
had shown a disposition to have treated the organized miners with the respect and
consideration due them as an element in the production of our mineral wealth. l?ut
instead the Bunker Hill management employed every possible means, even repudiating its own promises, for the purpose of aggravating the union miners of the district.
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For this foolhardy policy the Bunker Hill has suffered an immense loss, and no ol}-e
who understands the real situation has any sympathy for them. The Bunker HIll
Company is the victim of its own folly, and received timely warning from other operators who beO'ged of them to change the conditions which was threatening the :{leace
of the distri~t· but they were too selfish and penurious to heed the friendly advIce of
men who hav~ the prosperity of the community at heart.
The Bunker Hill Company wants military protection while r~buil~i!1g their mill at
Wardner. That is not necessary. Let the company show a dISposItIOn to treat the
organized miners with the same respect the other mine operators give the miners and
pay the union rate and no protection will be needed. At the mouth of Canyon Creek,
just above Wallace, the Hecla Company is building a large new mill, and the builders
would spurn the idea of needing military protection or any other kind of protection
to guard the property during the work of construction. When the new Morning mill
was erected at Mullan last year, the builders did not ask for protection, nor was any
protection needed. The Bunker Hill does not need protection if the mana~ers will
evince a disposition to act like men among men. Their property would be sale in the
hands of babes the very minute they convince the miners they intend to do right.
Let Mr. Bradley and Mr. Burbidge meet the miners' unions and contract to give the
miners the same recognition and the .same rate of wages given by the other operators
in this district and they can build a thousand mills at Wardner, if they wish to, and
no protection will be needed. Let it be remembered that when the Bunker Hill asks
for military protection it is not alone for the purpose of guarding their property while
a new mill is being constructed, but for the purpose of imposing a lower rate of wages
on their employees than is paid for like service by every other mining company in
this entire district. It is protection in their determination to reduce the wages of
miners below the standard rate that they clamor for, and, judging from Saturday's
demonstration, if that is their purpose, they will need military protection continuously
for forty years after their new mill is completed.
.
Behind the Bunker Hill trouble is a pro:{losition about which the public has given
little if any thought. The Bunker Hill mme, through the Standard Oil combine, is
controlled by the lead trust, and the lead trust has threatened bankruptcy to every
other lead producer in the country, and boasted that if the other operators do not
conform to the terms of the trust they will put ore on the market at prices that will
bankrupt every independent company. To accomplish this fiendish design it is necessary for the trust to pay a lower rate of wages than is paid by the independent
operators. This is why the Bunker Hill management refused to unionize the mine
and pay the union rate. .The Bunker Hill was putting out 100 tons of concentrates
per day, which added greatly to the power of the lead trust to accomplish the purpose desired. To pay union wages would operate.against the power of the trust to
monopolize the market, because it would equalize the cost of production and give
the independent operators an even race in the markets should the lead trust force a
break in the market quotations. Thus the Bunker Hill trouble and the destruction
of the mill has a wider significance than the labor question. It was the result of a
deliberate conspiracy to control the lead output of America. It is the duty of organized miners to stand close to the independent operators. So sure as the lead trust
gets control of the output will they force a reduction in wages in every lead-producing mine in America if they have to order a general suspension to accomplish it.
Once the lead trust gets control it can store lead, shut down the mines, and through
the increase in the market price that will follow the suspension make millions at one
end of the line by unloading their surplus ore, and starve the miners at the other
end until they are forced to yield to the insatiate greed of the combine. Viewed
from this standpoint it is easy to comprehend why the Bunker Hill is receiving so
little sympathy from the business men of this district; and viewed from this standpoint it is just to say this company deserves no sympathy.
Greed is at the bottom of nine-tenths of the revolutionary movements of modern
times. It was the greed of supercilious managers of the Bunker Hill that aggravated
the organized miners of the Camr d' Alenes. When lead was worth $2.50 per hundred
pounds and sil,:er 52 cents per ounce the Bunker Hill company made a scale of wages,
and under that scale, notwithstanding the low price of ore, paid enormous dividends
to the company. Lead is now worth $4.35 per hundred and silver 63 cents per ounce,
which, according to figures furnished us by local mine operators, enabled each man
in the employ of the Bunker Hill to add $5 to the net profits of the company per
day on an aggregate increase of about $2,000 per day in the net profits of the company. Of this $5 added to the net profits of the company by the service of each
man in their employ the men wanted $1 for carmen and shovelers and 50 cents for
miners, making a uniform rate of ::;3.50 per day for all inside men and the recogS. Doc. 4-18
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nition ?f t~e union so that the rate might be maintained and the men have some
m the security of their positions. They wanted simply the same conditions and compensation accorded the miners in every other camp m the district. This
the company would not grant. The managers in authority were so steeped in greed
that they were unwilling their faithful employees should share any part of the extra
$5 each man in their employ was adding each day to their already enormous profits.
Ill; the language of a leading mine operator, "They played the part of a hog, and a
mIghty m.ean hog at th~t:" The arrogance displayed would leave one to think it was
¥r. BurbIdge whose SPIrit moved upon the face of the waters and said, "Let there be
lIght, and there was light," that he rules over the heavens above and holds the keys
to th~ bottomless pit below, and that all mankind must fall down and worship him.
To hlID the most detestable thing in all the world is a labor organization. He would
prefer to ~ssociate with v~nomous sn!1kes rather than speak to a committee representmg o.rgamzed labor, and if he had hIS way every member of the Western Federation
of Mmers would go to the gallows for the crime of belonging to. the organization.
~rotectIOn

. Organized working people, whether miners or others, will demand a fair remuneratIOn for the labor performed. That they are justly entitled to it is the verdict of all
fair-minded people. If the organized working people can not secure fair wages and
just recognition by the common consent of the employers nor by the force of law,
they will resort to violence. This is the record of labor since the dawn of history,
and, whether right or wrong, the world must accept humanity as it is and not as it
ought to be. vVorking people in the Cmur d' Alenes are no different from the working people in the industrial centers of the older parts of the country, and all this hue
and cry about lawlessness in theCmur d' Alenes is prompted by speculative designs
in the interest of outside investors. In ]874 the working people of Pittsburg, Pa.,
destroyed $5,000,000 worth of property in a single day. Since that time there is not
an industrial center from New York to San Francisco, nor from Minneapolis to New
Orleans, that has not at times been a scene of bloodshed and. riot growing out of an
effort to impose unfair conditions on the laboring people. Behind every serious labor
trouble during the past twenty-five years there has been a Gould, a Carnegie, a Pullman, a Burbidge, or some other ultra, insolent, avaricious egotist, whose blind stupidity
subordinated every sense of justice and every consideration of humanity. Moralize as we will, and abuse the working people as we wish, the effort will be ineffectual.
Nothing short of a rigid application of the principles of equal and exact justice will
insure permanent peace in the industrial world. We may as well begin at the root
of the evil and eradicate the wrongs which exasperate the working people to rashness before we boast of peaceful conditions. We will have it to do, and we may cry
peace until the crack of doom, and it will not come except we expunge from our
mdustrial system that repulsive haughtiness that assumes to wear boots and the
spurs to ride on the backs of labor by the power of wealth and the grace of God. If
it had not been for the grasping, greedy character of a Burbidge no mill would have
been destroyed at Wardner, and there would have been no disposition to have
destroyed it. The fact that a thousand men with arms and dynamite went from Mullan, Burke, and Gem to Wardner to destroy a mill when they could have destroyed
half a dozen mills near home proves conclusively that the destruction of a mill was
not the prime motive. It was the spirit of labor driven to desperation and revenge
by the disdainful, defiant, contemptuous attitude of the Bunker Hill management.
Mr. Burbidge turned a deaf ear to the entreaties of other mine operators and spurned
with the air of a tyrant a conference with the orglfIlized miners, who sought only an
honorable settlement of pending questi?ns. He treated with contumely a~d. contempt all friendly advice offered by busmess men that suggested any recogmtIOn of
labor. His ,reo-ard for mules, dogs, and workingmen was exactly the same, and to
him all three b~longed to the same family in the animal kingdom, with workingmen
at the foot of the class. With him a mine manager of the Bunker Hill company was
the noblest work of God and all other men were detestable for t~ir insignificance. In
the year 1350 King Edward issued an edict from the throne of England declaring that
any workingman who asked for an increa~e in wages should be branded by a red-hot
iron and cast into a dungeon. Burbidg.e is a descendant from that class of. royalty,
and has depended on his blue blood, hIS pomp and power, t? make al~ thin~s subservient to his will. To him attaches the blame of exasperatmg the umon mmers of
the district and when the horrors of the awful disaster of Saturday passes away and
a sober, se~ond thought takes possession of the public mind the calamity will be
charged to the folly of his own acts.
Two opposite forces are always necessary to incite men ,to r.iot or iJ:ls~rrection.
Somebody must furnish a motive and somebody else mus! orgamze.a resIstmg fo~ce.
It is as proper to say that King George incited the Amencan colomsts to revolutIOn
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as it is to charge Patrick Henry with doing it. In fact, our Declaration of Independence places the blame entirely on King George. It is as reasonable to charge the
affair at Wardner to the Bunker Hill Companx as it was to ~harge the Revol~tionary
war to King George. It is true the Bunker HIll Company dId not resort to vIOlence,
but the managers furnished the motive that incited others to violence. There was
no attempt to blow up the Morning mill, Standard, Frisco, Tiger, .or a~y other mill
except the Bunker Hill, and the men ~ ho blew up the Bunker HIll mIll co~ld not
have been hired to blow up any other mIll, because none of the other compames had
furnished a motive for such acts of violence. Not even the Last Chance at Wardner
was molested in the least. It was the niggardly, stingy, arrogant policy of the
Bunker Hill that constituted the motive that aroused the organized miners to anger
and revenge. All the riots and revolutions of modern times have been incited in
the same way. The Cubans revolted against Spanish authority because the tyranny
of Spain furnished the motive. While we deprecate the destruction of life or property, it is always proper and right to remove, if possible, the motives that incite violent acts. It is the duty of both society and government to make it easy and honorable for all people to do right, and hard and dishonorable for them to do wrong.
If the Bunker Hill Company had heeded the advice of other mine operators and
voluntarily removed the motive for violence, that company could now be in the very
zenith of Its prosperity, and this district would have been spared the horror and
shame of the lamentable scenes of last Saturday. But the company would not.
Like the Illinois company that recently brought serf labor from the South to Pana,
to supplant its organized miners, it furnished the aggravated motive that resulted in
the destruction of life and property, and people may regret these acts of violence all
they wish and condemn labor to their heart's content and resort to military authority
to force peaceful acquiescence to civil authority, yet it will only intensify the situation. Until the good people learn to go to the root of the evil and remove the aggravating motives that influence the paSSIOns of men and incite the labor of the country
to rashness there will be war. The underlying principles of the labor movement
inspires in the membership an unrelenting struggle for recognition and a fair share
of the wealth created, and nothing short of a full recognition and the removal of
aggravating motives on the one hand, or the complete annihilation and complete
subjugation on the other will insure peace. The former can be accomplished without bloodshed and will make our country a paradise of happy homes. The latter
will involve a reign of terror, and if successful will turn labor back to serfdom and
slavery and leave the country in the hands of a titled nobility. Will we never learn
to look upon humanity as we find it, and make conditions the most advantageous to
the peace and moral growth of God's erring children? Will we always convene
courts and marshal armies to quell the violence of labor that squirms beneath the
iron heel of arrogant employers and leave the inciting motives free to provoke the
wrath of the present and transmit its blighting influence to the generations to come,
or will we profit by the lessons of history and philosophically apply the principles
of equal and exact justice to modify the contending elements? There is not one in a
hundred people of this community who will approve the attitude assumed by the
Bunker Hill Company toward the organized miners. In fact, the position of that
company was an outrage on every honorable mine operator in the entire district, as
well as on the organized miners who asked nothing not already granted by all the
others. Yet the cry goes up from outside parties to furnish military protection to
the Bunker Hill Company, so that the arrogance and aggravating motives may continue to disturb the peace and destroy the prosperity of this district for all tlIDe to
come. We say that Bunker Hill deserves no protection. Let that company treat
the organized miners as the other mining companies in this district treat them and
no protection will be needed, and the country will point with pride to the establishment of permanent peace in the Creur d' Alenes.

ApPENDIX

B.

[The Wardner News, May 6, 1899.J
THE WORK OF DYNAMITERS--THE BUNKER HILL CONCENTRATOR IS BLOWN TO ATOMSTHREE MEN SHOT AND TWO KILLED-SAVAGES FROM CANYON CREEK AND MULLAN
HOLD A CARNIVAL OF DESTRUCTION--T;HE COMPANY'S OFFICE, BOARDING HOUSE, AND
MR. BURBIDGE'S RESIDENCE ARE BLOWN UP AND BURNED-JAMES CHEYNE, ONE OF
THE VICTIMS, TAKEN TO SPOKANE, AND DIES IN THAT CITY.

The Creur d' ~lene miners' unions have at last broken their record of crime by an
outrage so atrOCIOUE; that the whole country stands aghast at the recital of the horrible details. They have furnished a chapter in savagery which has no parallel in the
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histo::y of this country. Nor w3:s the crime committed by a few picked men, but
practIcally the whole membershIp of the C~ur d'Alene miners' unions, comprising
those of Gem, Burke, and ::\Iullan, amountmg to about 1,200 men, stole a train at
Wallace and came down to Wardner on their wicked mission of slaughter and
incendiarism.
The news had been telephoned to Wardner, but that such an iniquitous violation
of.law would be attempted, even by the Cceur d'Alene miners' unions, hardened in
CrIme and blood as they were, surpassed common belief. But certain confirmation
so~m ~ame-the train had left Wallace an~ would s?on be at the junction. During
thIS tIme the members of the Wardner Mmers' Umon were filing down the street in
groups of 3 to 10, carrying packages under their arms hastily tied in newspapers.
Then the hideous truth was soon revealed of their complicity in the devilish plot.
~n th~i~ :packages they carried guns an~ masks. . They had forgot.ten tp.at they were
III a CIVIlIzed country and they were gomg to unIte WIth other Uluons m their determination to destroy the Bunker Hill property and assassinate its superintendent, and
they possessed the supreme folly to believe that they could do this, escape with
impunity, and thereafter compel absolute obedience to their tyrannous rule.
The train arrived at Wardner station just before noon. It was composed of 10
freight cars and a passenger coach. They held men wherever they could stand or
hang on, including engine and tender. With a yell of defiance they jumped from
the cars, and the country surrounding the depot was soon black with savage men,
about a third of whom were masked and armed with rifles. They straggled around
for a while drinking whisky, some at nearby saloons and others in small groups, from
bottles. Each wore in his buttonhole a strip of white muslin. James D. Young, the
sheriff of this county, was with them and took no steps to prevent violence, either
at Wardner or Wallace. The regular passenger train stopped at the depot and passed
on to Wallace. An hour passed, then a box car was opened, disclosing a ton and a
half of dynamite. Swiftly men bore the boxes down the track toward the mill. An
advance guard went ahead and riddled the building with rifle bullets. There was
no one there, however, for Assistant Manager Burbidge had recognized the futility
of defense against such a vast and raging mob, and had told the mill hands to forsake
the property and look out for themselves. The different unions, Gem, Burke, Mullan,
and Wardner were called by name to assist in the specific work of destruction.
Wardner union was less prompt than the others and its name was called twice. On
they went, such as were armed with rifles, about 140 in number, in the direction of
the doomed mill. Meanwhile a little band of anarchists had crept along the hillside
above the flume in the direction of the mill, unobserved by the larger crowd of
dynamiters. They fired a few shots at the concentrator and in an instant were
answered by the main body of criminals, who mistook them for Bunker Hill men.
John Smyth, one of their number, fell dead with a bullet through his breast.
And now the grounds about the concentrator and the office building were black
with ::fiends in human shape armed with rifles and dynamite. They were foiled in
their plans of torture and death for Mr. Burbidge, for he had fled several hours
before. Swiftly they carried the dynamite into the mill and office. By the time
this was completed flames were shooting from the company's boarding house and
bunk house and Mr. Burbidge's residence. "Fire" was called and the savages
retired to a safe distance. A few minutes of appalling suspense and the end came.
The concentrator went skyward in fragments accompanied by a cloud of dust and
smoke and followed by a deafening roar that shook the windows in Wardner. Then
another and then the whole roof of the office building rose into the air almost unbroken. The company's safe and ::fireproof vault were broken to atoms and everything destroyed, also Mr. Burbidge's residence and all the furniture and person8l
belongings of himself and family. These explosions were followed by demo~l
yells and expressions of delight from the entire mob. The great Bunker Hill Inlll
was utterly destroyed. Their victory was complete.
The mob moved toward the station again, and near there they committed murder
in the most diabolical and wanton manner. For an hour they had had James
Cheyne, millman, and Roger Rogers, the company's stenographer, prisoners, runn.i.n;g
them around, kicking them, punching them with their guns, and threatening theIr
lives. To complete their atrocities on these men, they ordered them to run, and
then commenced to fire at them with their rifles and pistols from lust of blood or
mere wantonness. As they ran a hail of bu~lets foll?wed them. Ro.gers .was azed
on the lip by a bullet and Cheyne was shot m the hip. Mrs. M. J. Smclalr, wIth. the
bullets flying around her, bravely went to his assistance. With fe~rful imprecatIOns
she was ordered to stand aside in order that they might fi~l ¥m WIth lead as he lay
on the ground. Finally he was taken down to the McKinnis Hotel, but two days
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later he died from his injuries in the hospital at Spokane, where he was taken for
treatment.
.
It was fully expected that the barbarlans would come up to Wardner and complete their hellish work by the destruction of the town, which they had threatened
to do For some reason however they started back home within an hour after the
conc~ntratorwas destroyed, disch~ing t~eir .guns ~nd ye~ling in savage glee as they
left the station, leanng death and desolatlOn ill tJ:1elr hornd wake.
It may well be imagined how nervous peopl,: ill Wardner were, torture~ by fear,
until the arrival of the troops lent them protectlOn. Those who.c?uld readlly do, so
left the town. All business was absolutely suspended and a condltion of terror whlch
seems incredible in a civilized country was universal among the law-abiding citizens
of Wardner. Happily this is now removed and will remain so just as long as the
troops remain here.
THE TROOPS.

[Wardner News, 1.1ay 6, 1899.]

There are now ten companies of troops in this district under command of General
Merriam, eight companies of the Twenty-fourth Infantry (colored) and two companies of dismounted cavalry belonging to the Fourth Regiment. At this time three
companies are camped at Kellogg and the remainder are at Gem, Burke, and Mullan.
The total number of troops now in the Cceur d' Alenes is something over 500. The
first to arrive was Company M on Tuesday at noon. When the colored boys stepped
onto the depot platform the citizens assembled there gave them a rousing cheer.

JAMES CHEYNE.

[Wardner News, 1.1ay 6, 1899.]

The funeral of James Cheyne, who was so wantonly murdered last Saturday by
dynamiters, will be held this afternoon at 2 0' clock under the auspices of the Kmghts
of Pythias. The deceased was w~ll known and very popular in Wardner. He was
27 years old. His murder seems all the more cruel because he was of a good nature
and inoffensive disposition. His brother Knights are determined that his death shall
be avenged if it is possible.

THE CROWNING INFAMY.

[Wardner News, May 6,1899.]

The Cceur d'Alene miners' unions have at last committed an outrage which for
brazen audacity and utter defiance of the law is without a parallel in their career of
crime and blood. That they possessed the baseness and the madness to come down
to Wardner 800 strong, in the broad light of day, on a carnival of crime, and commit
such wanton destruction of property and human life is almost inconceivable. The
editor of this paper gave them credit for being better men and for having better sense.
Their former lawless exploits were completely out-Heroded by the atrocity of their
last and crowning infamy.
And for this crime there was not the slightest excuse. The wages of miners are
not exceeded anywhere in the United States, but the union wanted absolute control
of Wardner, which would have given it complete domination of the Cmur d' Alene
country. This the Bunker Hill management and a few loyal citizens of Wardner:'
were decidedly opposed to, and the unions wreaked their horrible vengeance by
murder and incendiarism. By this act the unions of Cceur d' Alenes have ruined
their organizations forever and have cast disgrace on labor unions from one end of
this Republic to the other, for no one but a savage can condone such causeless crime.
Of the responsibility for this appalling crime there can be no question this time.
H~retofore "8: few soreheads" or an." ~er circle" have usually been charged
wlth the nefarlOus deeds common to thlS reglOn by those who were anxious to shield
the so-called" better element" of the unions, but on Saturday, ill broad daylight,
~early the ~hole membership of the Cceur d' ~lene miners' unions took active part
111 the abommable outrage. Therefore the umons as a body are collectively respon-
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sible for the murder and fearful destruction of property incurred on that occasion.
Every union man not known to be innocent should be arrested and examined and
every person expressing sympathy with murderers and anarchists, thereby in~iting
them to further deeds of violence, are aiders and abettors of criminals and should be
so treated.

SHERIFF YOUNG.

[Wardner News, May 6,1899.]

The inaction of Sheriff Young in connection with the last outbreak of Canyon
Creek savages seems to have created a great deal of surprise among outsiders. It
has surprised no one here. Nothing was expected of him when he was elected
except to draw his salary. He always was a prominent union man and his election
didn't change his principles. As far as the law-abiding citizens of this county are
concerned, he is a menace rather than a protection. He will protect dynamiters
but persecute respectable citizens, just as his predecessor of the same political faith
did. His sympathies are in favor of criminals. His examination in the cases pending will prove this. There is not the slightest doubt that he knew of the scheme to
blow up the Bunker Hill concentrator as soon as it was concocted, but he took care
not to give the people of Wardner any warning. In the name of justice is there no
way to rid the people of this county of such a miserable subterfuge for a sheriff?
It is the sacred duty of all loyal Americans, regardless of sex or position, to immediately come forward and give any information that they may possess regarding the
latest damnable outrage of incendiarism and assassination just perpetrated by the CrnUl'
d' Alene miners' unions. Any person who will not do this when assured of ample
protection is either in direct sympathy with criminals or is not a loyal citizen. The
whole truth must be obtained at any cost, and the bloody work of anarchists forever
stopped in this the best mining country in the United States. The thoroughness of
this will depend upon the promptness and the completeness of the evidence furnished.
The authorities are keenly alive to the necessities of the situation. It remains for the
people to do the rest.
[Wardner News, May 6,1899.]

The roads are in pretty fair condition now, affording a good opportunity for those
who chafe under the restraints of law to get out of the country and make way for
American citizens. Traveling will be more difficult when the water is high.
One of the dynamiters arrested Wednesday was heard to remark shortly after that
interesting event that" Our time will come yet." Judging from the appearance of
things around the Bunker Hill mill, they have had their inning already.
The News firmly believes that if Edward Boyce is arrested and the judicial X-ray
turned upon him there will be found within the black matter of his wicked brain the
complete plans and specifications of the atrocious crimes committed here last Saturday.
Every man who boarded the dynamite train at Wallace was a murderer and an
incendiary at heart and should be punished as such. He knew that the object was
murder and destruction of property by dynamite, and it makes but little difference
whether or not he was armed and masked.
The gratitude of every law-abiding citizen of this region is due to the Bunker Hill
management for its refu~al to recognize the miners' union. This would have resulte.d
in the murder or expulSIOn of every loyal man or woman who had ever opposed the1r
career of crime and bloodshed. It seems now that this opposition will result in the
complete emancipation of the Crnur d' Alene country.
This is the third time the United States troops have been brought into the CrnUl'
d' Alenes. The general feeling is that they must be retained this time un~il all danger
of union outrages is over. This can only be accomplished by the estabhshment of a
military post in the district and government by martial law. Civil government i~ most
to be desired by peaceable and law-abiding citize~s! but in the Crnur d' AI~~es 1t h~
now come to a choice between mob rule and m1htary rule. No loyal Clt1zen will
hesitate a moment in making a decision in favor of the latter.
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One of the dynamiters .had the unsp~kable.au:dacityto.wear a United Sta~s flag
as a mask while engaged ill :nurd~r and illcen~ansm. This a,wful blaspheu;y I~ but
an illustration of the hypocnsy which charactenzes the Cceur d Alene mmers umons.
It would not have been at all surprising if the rioters had brought a brass band along
with them and played "The Star Spangled Banner" while they were loading the
mill with dynamite. Professing a love of freedom, they have practiced here for eight
years the most absolute tyranny known in any civilized country. They have carned
the United States flag in processions celebrating the lawless destruction of life and
property. Tenaciously insisting upon their own rights, they have daily trampled
upon those of their neighbors; and their leader, Boyce, has ill open council, in the
presence of hundreds of his followers and dupes, misquoted the Constitution of the
United States as a warrant for their arming themselves in defiance of the properly
constituted authorities, and in the same speech has called members of our national
guard II $13-a-month murderers."

CRIMINAL LEADERSHIP.

James R. Sovereign, in order to show his own satisfaction at the murder and incendiarism committed here last Saturday, makes the following remarkable statement in
the last issue of his paper: I I For thIS foolhardy policy Bunker Hill has suffered an
immense loss, and no one who understands the real situation has any sympathy for
them." And this anarchistic sentiment is accompanied by the threat that" the company will need !nilitary protection continuously for forty years after their new mill
IS completed." With such base sentiments as these distributed weekly among the
miners is it any wonder that they take the law into their own hands with dynamite
and rifle bullets? For many months Sovereign has incited his readers to violence
against the Bunker Hill Company by the most barefaced mendacity. The fact that
he predicted the "closing down" of the Bunker Hill mine last Saturday if union
recognition was not given indicates that he was fully apprised of the contemplated
destruction of the company's !nill. Not fong ago James stated in his journal: "It is
sometimes necessary to encroach upon recognized rights in order to correct flagrant
abuses." In other words: "It is sometimes necessary to blow up a concentrator and
kill a man or two in order to compel recognition of the union." Later on the same
dangerous authority said: "All labor organizations should uphold the Filipinos in
their struggle for liberty, even against the United States." What can be expected of
labor organizations with such leadership? Edward Boyce, in a speech at Salt Lake,
said: "I strongly advise you to devise ways and means to provide every member (of
the Western Federation) with the latest Improved rifle, so that in two years we can
hear the inspiring music of the martial tread of 25,000 armed men in the ranks of
labor." The News respectfully directs the attention of Attorney-General Hays to
the cases of James R. Sovereign and Edward Boyce.
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