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Thirty-three union men, without accusa
tion and without trial, on 'July 13, 1904,
were deported from Cripple Creek. A
special train conveyed them southward.
By the next morning the distance of half
the length of the State of Colorado sepa
rated them from their wives and homes.
At half-past four, as dawn was breaking,
the train stopped. The boundary line
of New Mexico had been reached. The
prisoners were put off the train. Each
of them was offered two loaves of bread,
two can~ of beans, and a tin cup; These
offerings were accepted by some of the
men, were rejected by others, and :by
still others were first accepted and then
ostentatiously thrown away. In accord
ance with General Bell's orders, the men
were now requested to move over the
boundary line into New Mexico. They
did so, and then turned to jeer at the
soldiers. "Do you want to know what
I think of General Bell?" shouted one
of them. "Well, I think that if you tied
a noose tight around his neck you could
slip it off over his head without mussing
his hair. That's what I think of the size
of his intellect. Tell him I said so."
Near the boundary line there was an
immense boulder. One of the deported
men, scrambling up to the top of this
boulder, waved half a loaf of bread over
his head, shouted, "Give me liberty or
give me death," grinned derisively, and
hurled the half-loaf far away into the
desert. As he did this a friend ap
peared beside him and, striking a stage
pose, began to warble, "Sweet land of
liberty, of thee I sing I" This vocal
offering was appreciatively received by
the audience. The whole group of de
ported men took up the refrain, and they
were still rendering all possible bass and
tenor variations on "Sweet land of lib
erty" when the train withdrew north
wards and left them in the desert, thirty
five miles from Tres Piedras, New
Mexico.

It has been said that individual non
unionists have been coerced. It has
been said that armed bodies of union
men have on several occasions made
attacks on mining property. These two
charges cannot be denied. But there i~

a third charge which is even more sen- .
OUi;, tt is'fljcl thflt th~ leading officillls
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shelves and on the counters. When they
r tire, the property of the Western Feder-
ation has been ruined. .

The fact is that the members of the
Citizens' Alliance and the members of
the Western Federation of Miners are
brothers under their skins. They come
in the main from exactly the same breed.
Two men go out prospecting. They
ome from the same town in Ohio. Their
laims are half a mile apart. One man
trikes gold. The other doesn't. One

man becomes a millionaire and a mem
er of the Mine-Owners' Association.

The other becomes a workingman and
member of the Western Federation.

When you look at a group of mine-own
rs and then at a group of Western Fed
ration officials, you are struck with their

nntive resemblance to each other and
with their common Americanism. They
w re all of them American adventurers
I 'fore they became employers and em-
I yees. .

Practically identical in breed, the mllle
wners and the miners are' practically

II ntical in temperament. They trans
·t their affairs on both sides with an

Inlrammeled . recklessness which is
pIling, but which, if the distinction be
Imitted, savors of anarchy rather than

illegality. The situation is like that
II the rough early medireval States before

ntral authority had established its
iW r by means of police. It is not the
n 1 f situation which exists in more

IOd 'rn communities, where the law has
com firmly established, but where a

tllW Ilnd perverted criminal class has
t n )roduced. The lawlessness of the

lie ky Mountain States is the lawless
f men not yet reduced to order.
n t the lawlessness of perverted

In' , ping from order. It is consti
ilion 1. It is not pathological. It is
III Ionally committed by the highest

II I 1110 P werful, just as in medireval
1111 l W S ccasionally committed by
1111 II t I1d dukes. It is not confined to

11I\11i\11~ 'c\ riminal class.. .
CIII 'Oll/il'qu 'nc f thIS difference

,I II II til W st and the East is that
III 011 I\(' of lh W st has in it a great

.,1 1,1 " lIlI 'n, sordid glom and a
" III Itlill 1I1t11' (,f irr'sponsibl Titanic

11111 I 11'01 1111 11'1\11011 I' 'lid ~hiH story:
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place in a region in which even in the
complete absence of trade· union dis
putes the law has sometimes seemed to
be mainly an incidental argument which
a man might use in a personal denuncia
tion of his antagonists. The readers of
The Outlook are familiar with the quarrels
between the sheepmen and the cattlemen
on the ranges of the Western country.
Those quarrels have had nothing to do
with trade unionism: They have been
purely a matter of business. Yet they
have resulted in many murders; and
thugs have been hired by one side of

. the dispute to assassinate employees of
the other side.

The failure of the State Legislature of
Colorado to pass an eight-hour law after

. being ordered to do so by an amend
ment to the State Constitution was one
of the most scandalous triumphs ever
won by a lobby. And even now, when
the law has at last been placed on the
statute-pooks after a series of bloody
strikes, a Labor Commissioner appointed
by a mine-owning Governor has been
obliged to admit that it is effective only
in those places where union labor is
strong enough to enforce its operation.

.Look on two pictures:
First. The 1894 Cripple Creek strike

is over. Adjutant-General Tarsney is
attorney for some of the miners. He is
staying at a hotel in Colorado Springs,
which is the city of the millionaires of
the mountains. At midnight fifteen
masked men enter the hotel. They lay
hands upon Tarsney. They take him to
a desolate spot five miles from the city.
There they strip him, tar him feather
him, and leave him. He grope; his tor
tured way through a dark and rough
country till he finds a farm-house.

Second. The strike of 1904 is on in
Cripple Creek. The Western Federa
tion of Miners has opened a co-operative
store. This store is to supply the neccs
sities of the members of the union. Oil
the 20th of August a mob colle Is.
There are five hundred men in it. Many
of these men are industrious, thrifll,
well-known citizens. They gath('r ill
front of the miners' store. Th 'y SII1I1. h
the windows. They br alc down Ihl'
front door. Th 'Y 'nl r lh' inll','illl,
Th 'y I 'struy Ih' III ":hllll\l it \/11 Ih
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tation on the nature of the" scab" was
posted in the Cripple Creek district:

WHAT IS A SCAB?

A scab is to his trade what a traitor is to
his country, and though both may be useful
in troublesome times, they are detested by
all when peace returns. A scab is the last to
contribute assistance when help is needed,
and the first to grasp benefits he never labored
to procure. He cares only for himself. He
sees not beyond the extent of a day. For a
m?netary copsideration he would betray his
fnen~s, famIly, and country. In short, he is
a traItor on a small scale, who first sells the
workingman, and is himself afterwards sold
in his turn by his employer, until at last he
is despised by both and detested by all.

The literary effect of this little tribute
to the" hero" of the industrial struggle
was heightened bythe appended portraits
of thirty different scabs, with the- two
postscripts, "Remember these faces.
You will meet them again," and, "Sec
ond edition. More coming."

On other occasions the verbal per
suasion of non-union miners .has been
even more direct. For instance:

TO ALL NON-UNION MINERS OF THE CRIPPLE
CREEK DISTRICT

You have no doubt read and thought about
our circular which was posted throughout
this district pretty thoroughly about five
weeks ago. This notice is issued for the
purpose of reminding you that the 15th of
September is near at 'hand, that the time
of grace has about expired. You have had
two pay-days in which to decide whether you
are for us or against us. There is no middle
ground. If you are working in or around
the' mines,. this means you. N ow do not
throw this to one side and say, "Only an
other bluff." . If you are from Missouri,
come into some of the unions of the Western
Federation and we will show you that w·e are
trying to help you as well as ourselves and
as the 15th is only about six days ';way,
you'll have to hurry.

(Signed) .
CRIPPLE CREEK EXECUTIVE BOARD

WESTERN FEDERATION.

In addition to the coercion of indi
vidual non-unionists, there have been a
few occasions on which armed bodies of
union men have stormed mining prop
erty and captured it. One such occa
si0n was in 1899 in the Cceur d'Alenes.
Another was in 1901 in Telluride.

These transactions did not take place
however, in Suffolk,· England. The;
took place in the Rocky Mountain dis
trict of the United States. They tooh:

II
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of the Federation constitute an "inner
. circle" devoted to outrage and assassi

nation and responsible for such spectacu
lar and horrible acts of violence as the
attempt at train-wrecking on the Florence
and Cripple Creek Railroad, the fatal
explosion in the Vindicator mine, the
fatal accident in the Independence mine,
the fatal explosion in the Independence
railroad station, and the assassination of
former Governor Steunenberg, of Idaho.
These acts are on an entirely different
plane from ordinary acts of violence,
and they should be considered separately.

Noone can prove that the Western
Federation did not commit these acts.

.Noone so far has been able to prove
that it did. The judicial machinery of
the State of Colorado has been in the
hands of the enemies of the Federation.
Many" confessions" have been secured.
Many announcements have been made
to the effect that the leaders of the Fed
eration would soon be hanged. Yet not
a single conviction has been recorded.
In fact, no approach has been made to a
conviction. In every case the prosecu
tion has collapsed so instantaneously and
so ignominiously that the trial has seemed
to be instituted more for the purpose of
humiliating the defendants than of con
victing them. The news of an indict
ment makes the front page j)f the news
papers. The news of an acquittal makes
the seventh.

Each of the outrages above mentioned
was repudiated vehemently by the Fed
eration. In most cases, if not in all, it
offered a large reward for the apprehen
sion of the guilty parties.

The least farcical of all the trials in
connection with these outrages was that
which followed the attempt at train
wrecking on the Florence and Cripple
Creek Railroad. Here there was a
" confession" by a man named McKin
ney. McKinney said he had committed
the deed in company with certain union
ists. On cross-examination he was
forced to admit that he was a detective
in the employ of agents of the Mine
Owners' Association. This does not
mean that the· mine"owners themselves
were cognizant of his employment. On
further cross-examination McKinney was
forced further to admit that h . had b n
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.ordered to secure the wrecking of a train
for the purpose of discrediting the Fed
eration. The cases against the men
accused by McKinney were at once
dismissed. But McKinney himself was
never tried. S. D. Crump, attorney for
the Mine-Owners' Association, went on
his bond.

McKinney was the kind of man who
came to the front very frequently during
the Colorado troubles. Many such ruf
fians joined the militia in hope of adven
ture and of loot. Many of them have
since been sent to jail on charges rang
ing from larceny to ,murder.

The responsibility for some of the
outrages under consideration may rest
upon the shoulders· of men like Mc
Kinney. In other cases there may be
no responsibility at all. The horrible
massacre in the Independence mine had
every appearance of an accident. Many
such accidents have happened in the
mines of the West. In this particular
case the mine was closely guarded, day
and night, to prevent the approach of
union men, and a report made by a com
mission appointed by the State Super
intendent of Mines showed That thc
machinery which gave way was in an
extremely defective condition.

At the same time it would be absurd
to say that there is not a possibility th,ll
in certain cases the responsibility may
rest upon profligate and abandoned
members of the Western Federation.
There are such men in the mines of til('
West, and they are accustomed to deed.'
of violence in personal disputes, in bllsi
ness disputes, and in trade union dis
putes. All that can be said with CCI

tainty is that there has as yet been 1111

proof.
To summarize:
The Western Federation of Mill\' I ~I

gets its tone from adventurous natil't'
born Americans suddenly thrown frllill
the position of frontiersmen int lil"
position of workingmen. That lilt"",
frontiersmen, as workingmcn and a'\
members of the Western F 'd 'ralillll,
have used their guns in trad lInion "1111

troversies is indlll itall. 'I'h:llllw \ "'11
ern Federati n, how v '1', i:-l 1\11 ()f'g"1l ,,1,,'i1

riminal 'Iiqll', lind tlml il 1I('('('IIIIIIIII~11

I\nd 1'llim i1nl\' thl' HIl\) JlIt\ III pH1I'11'

ties of its memhers, is, so far, unsup
ported by evidence. Particularly is there
an absence of evidence to the effect that
the Western Federation, or its leaders,
or any of its responsible members have
been in any way implicated in those
appalling and dastardly events which
are connected with the names of the
Florence and Cripple Creek Railroad,
the Vindicator Mine, the Independence
Mine, and the Independence Railroad
station. In its attitude toward the em
ployer the Western Federation of Miners
has adopted a p >licy of irrepressible

nflict. By declaring in favor of the
S cialist party it has foresworn the pros
pr;ct of peace as long as the " co-opera
tive brotherhood of man" is still unes~

tl\blished. From the standpoint of the
mployer, who must deal with· his men,

I nd from the standpoint of practical
trnde unionism, which, in order to exist,
III list negotiate with the employer, this
II. laration of hostility to the very exist

.1) e,of the employer does not seem to
II' good business sense, and cannot fail
to make settled business conditions
nlm 't impossible. As a business prop-

osition in a business world the Western
Federation is, therefore, open to serious
criticism. In its attitude toward the
working class, on the other hand, the
Western Federation has displayed an
idealism which has brought a ray of
imagination and of sentimelJt into the
.lile of many an underground toiler.
Opening its doors freely and gladly to
all workingmen, denouncing all devices
for excluding outsiders and for making
the trade union a monopoly, cherishing
the interests of the unskilled man even ..
above those of his more fortunate com
.rade, preaching the doctrine of a united
working class, calling upon every work
ingman to regard his brother's trials
and ambitions as his own, fighting suc
cessfully for the establishment of eight
hour laws, offering to the anarchism of
certain corporations the only real resist
ance which that aparchism has ever
encountered, the Western Federation of
Miners has contributed to the history of
Western mining its one flash of social·
thought, its one deviation from a purely
materialistic line of progress.

Chicago, IllmOls,


