














132 THE OUTLOOK

of the Federation constitute an *inner

- circle ” devoted to outrage and assassi-

nation and responsible for such spectacu-
lar and horrible acts of violence as the
attempt at train-wrecking on the Florence
and Cripple Creek Railroad, the fatal
explosion in the Vindicator mine, the
fatal accident in the Independence mine,
the fatal explosion in the Independence
railroad station, and the assassination of
former Governor Steunenberg, of Idaho.
These acts are on an entirely different
plane from ordinary acts of violence,
and they should be considered separately.

No one can prove that the Western
Federation did not commit these acts.

‘No one so far has been able to prove

that it did. The judicial machinery of
the State of Colorado has been in the
hands of the enemies of the Federation.
Many “ confessions ”’ have been secured.
Many announcements have been made
to the effect that the leaders of the Fed-
eration would soon be hanged. Yet not
a single conviction has been recorded.
In fact, no approach has been made to a
conviction. In every case the prosecu-
tion has collapsed so instantaneously and
so ignominiously that the trial has seemed
to be instituted more for the purpose of
humiliating the defendants than of con-
victing them. The news of an indict-
ment makes the front page of the news-
papers. The news of an acquittal makes
the seventh.

Each of the outrages above mentioned
was repudiated vehemently by the Fed-
eration. In most cases, if not in all, it
offered a large reward for the apprehen-
sion of the guilty parties.

The least farcical of all the trials in
connection with these outrages was that
which followed the attempt at train-
wrecking on the Florence and Cripple
Creek Railroad. Here there was a
“confession ” by a man named McKin-
ney. McKinney said he had committed
the deed in company with certain union-
ists.  On cross-examination he was
forced to admit that he was a detective
in the employ of agents of the Mine-
Owners’ Association. This does not
mean that the mine-owners themselves
were cognizant of his employment. On

- further cross-examination McKinney was

forced further to admit that he had been
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‘ordered to secure the wrecking of a train
for the purpose of discrediting the Fed-
eration. The cases against the men
accused by McKinney were at once
dismissed. But McKinney himself was
never tried. S. D. Crump, attorney for
the Mine-Owners’ Association, went on
his bond.

McKinney was the kind of man who
came to the front very frequently during
the Colorado troubles. Many such ruf-
fians joined the militia in hope of adven-
ture and of loot. Many of them have
since been sent to jail on charges rang-
ing from larceny to murder.

The responsibility for some of the
outrages under consideration may rest
upon the shoulders- of men like Mc-
Kinney. In other cases there may be
no responsibility at all. The horrible
massacre in the Independence mine had
every appearance of an accident. Many
such accidents have happened in the
mines of the West. In this particular
case the mine was closely guarded, day
and night, to prevent the approach of
union men, and a report made by a com-
mission appointed by the State Super-
intendent of Mines showed that the
machinery which gave way was in an
extremely defective condition.

At the same time it would be absurd
to say that there is not a possibility thal
in certain cases the responsibility may
rest upon profligate and abandoncd
members of the Western Federation.
There are such men in the mines of the
West, and they are accustomed to deeds
of violence in personal disputes, in busi
ness disputes, and in trade union dis
putes. All that can be said with cc
tainty is that there has as yet been no
proof.

To summarize :

The Western Federation of Minciy
gets its tone from adventurous native
born Americans suddenly thrown from
the position of frontiersmen into (he
position of workingmen. That thene
frontiersmen, as workingmen and
members of the Western Federation,
have used their guns in trade union con
troversies is indubitable. ‘T'hat the Went
ern Federation, however, is an organized
criminal clique, and that it accentunten
and stimulates the gun-playing proclivi
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ties of its members, is, so far, unsup-
ported by evidence. Particularly is there
an absence of evidence to the effect that
the Western Federation, or its leaders,
or any of its responsible members have
been in any way implicated in those
appalling and dastardly events which
are connected with the names of the
Florence and Cripple Creek Railroad,
the Vindicator Mine, the Independence

- Mine, and the Independence Railroad

station. In its attitude toward the em-
ployer the Western Federation of Miners
has adopted a policy of irrepressible
conflict. By declaring in favor of the
Socialist party it has foresworn the pros-
- pect of peace as long as the ¢ co-opera-

tive brotherhood of man” is still unes-
tablished. From the standpoint of the
~ employer, who must deal with his men,
" and from the standpoint of practical
1 trade unionism, which, in order to exist,
must negotiate with the employer, this
¢leclaration of hostility to the very exist-
ence of the employer does not seem to
" e good business sense, and cannot fail
to make settled business conditions
wlmost impossible. As a business prop-
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osition in a business world the Western
Federation is, therefore, open to serious
criticism. In its attitude toward the
working class, on the other hand, the
Western Federation has displayed an
idealism which has brought a ray of
imagination and of sentiment into the
life of many an underground toiler.
Opening its doors freely and gladly to
all workingmen, denouncing all devices
for excluding outsiders and for making
the trade union a monopoly, cherishing
the interests of the unskilled man even .
above those of his more fortunate com-
rade, preaching the doctrine of a united
working class, calling upon every wqu—
ingman to regard his brother’s trials
and ambitions as his own, fighting suc-
cessfully for the establishment of eight-
hour laws, offering to the anarchism of
certain corporations the only real resist-
ance which that anarchism has ever
encountered, the Western Federation of
Miners has contributed to the history of
Western mining its one flash of social
thought, its one deviation from a purely
materialistic line of progress.
Chicago, Ilhnois.
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