ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
at the Dedlocation of the Bryan Memorial
“-.r E]- Im, "l“ ?l'l

This memorial to William Jennings Bryan, erected
purguant to authorization by a joint resolution of the Con-
gress, I gladly amooept on behalf of the United Btates.

Our Nation thus recognizes through its Govornment
the essential qualities anf thes high sarvlices of a great
Amarican.

Ho selfish motive touched his publio life; he held
important office only as a saored trust of honor from his
aountry; and when he sought a mandate from his fellow olti-
ggng the aoul of his inspiration was the furtharance of thelr
interests, not his own, not of a group, btut of all. HNo man
of hie time was or could have been more constantly in the
limelight than he: yet we oan look baock and scan his record
without being able to point to any instance vhere he took a
poslticon that 414 not accord with hies oconsolencs or his be-

lief.
: To Sparetary Bryan politiocal courage was not a vir-
tue to bé sought or attalned, for it was an inharent part of
the man. He chose hia path not to win aocclaim but rather be-
oauss that path appeared clear to him from his inmost bellefs.



He did not have to dare to do what to him seemed Might: he
oould not do otherwlss.

It was my privilege to know William Jennings Eryan
when I wae a very young man. Years later both of us came to
the Nation'e Oapital to serve under the leadership of Woodrow
Wilson. Through thie service and the intimate relations
which ensusd, I learnsd to know and to love him.

As we look baock on those days -- the many of us who
are gathered hore tﬂﬁethnr vho were his friends and assool-
ates in the Wileon Administration == I think that we would
chooge the word "singerity” as fitting him most of all. It
was that alnoerity whioh brought to him the millions of de-
voted follaowers; i1t was that sincsrity whioch served him so
well in his lifelong fight against sham and privilege and
wrong. It was that sincerity which made him a force for
good in his own generation and hae kept alive many of the
anoclent falths on which we are bullding today.

It wae Mr. Bryan who sald:

"I respect the aristooracy of learning.

I deplors the plutooracy of wealth but I

thank God for the demooracy of the heart.”

Many :rﬁrl ago he aleo sald:

"You may dispute over whather I have
fought a good fight: you may dispute over

whather I have finlshed my courss; but you
ocannot deny that I have kept the falth.®



-a.-

: Wa who are assembled here today to acoept this
memorial in the Capital of the Republic can well agree
that he fought a good fight; that he finlshed his course
and that he kept the faith.
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