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vice and wisdom was always at our servi~Eh a'rUtwilr J:j.~~Tl!l' :tjmme

To The
Hon Walter Bordwell.

Judge of the SUpBri or CoUrt, ~~l!~t;9!
Los Angeles County, Cali~o~na'a•

. In making t Us, the final re]Jprt of a~*,~nd ~ufcythat

has been in session since October 25th, 191Q, a wi1i~ :filled

serious problems and some extremely graveQ:t;l~~t'~hiE b·<ody tlri$l:l,~1

first to voice its appreciation of you, J~f$'~jil~:\;er BrordwEfll·

Presiding Judge at tll~L:ti.WIil]4.isJ~J;'Y..?~

a matter of satisfaction to

know and respect you as fair and consistent. and endo~d with a

high sense of the duty coming wi thin 70ur provinee. TllJ you WJl

are indebted for guidance, your high personal integrit7 whioh M$
f

influenoed each and every one of us and tl~ assooiatio~ Which

has given us the privile~ of oontact with a gentleman and a

valuable oitizen •

.lpllllill1 Colll:!'tions. Stanford Ufiiv••\



11.
~nt 9. Su»eriow Court,
lea, Cal1fOl'lilia.... .....•. , ".

in at. :r~~U.ona 0 f (}o to I:Je:r 2&, 19l~,

~P_'''_'¥~_~~~~~~~,,·~~;it;t'1·~·'~~~· "<

blf rl!l1l.dy to present ouri'i.ltliii;nglll to YOl1'

tha.t we believe thiB not only our privilege, but a d\tt.y ">1/

make 6\.tch lit report, and. we think the public aholl.ld krt<lw the

f:acta {HI we find them, in a matter of euch great irnJ:Hn:tll;rli~,e

as thi B. and tha.t th oy c: an only know th!!!n from tl. reportmad·e

to you and ask yoti to aocept our report.

loOked upon this fllvorlilbly.

your opinion, effect or inva.lidate our other findings, alsO

that it is C!lstoma.ry, or at least not unu(~ua.l. in such ca.IilEll!l.

We reepl'Hl1;fully and earnestly request that yOla re-

c oiva the repo rt we huve prepared.
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G<l,:lJ.,lorE>Jo&, was d.as troy'ed by e.r.plollion and f :l.r",.

gas.

the oX"plosion and fii:e were due to the presence of ,'1l;J,~inat.111g

.:':;;;i;h":""~,/' "':.,,--
,;;?Mf}

gas in thc' ba:llding, and to the' accidental ~;l.o$ion Cft' 13U;~'ll.

8

16

17

10

18

14

11

9

10 the ca.tastrophe. Forthwith, the charge was rnlil.de t~1;

12

19 'Lie ins tnwi'.ions o:c il ic;!!onor cd.l1 upon this Gra'l'lCl.

20

21
.T'll.'V to' l' '1'("e ,., "', l' ,'..... ,' +"" th 1 i~ St8 C S of ~ 1 di6~",,,'r_" ' ~ _y~ _ e cause an, G • Cl'.Jn ...n e . ~UC3. • ..<~.,,;.e .•

22 and in cOll1j;liE"lCe with the instl'uctions, ,fe have made such ilJ:l,....

23
vest.irmtion, and do now report too the Court our fi:nd:l.l1Q;.S.

24

25

26

27

29

30

32

31
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ll'i"~1\?;\.em cc:mm1tted to us for solutiou,and we have therefore

all the 8ess~onlil of the Gr/il.lld .Jury every

y time. No relevant fact has $eemed too trivia,l to bea.t

~1:¢al). 1;Q it,a consideration our bast thought I understa.nding and

9

8

10 com) deredj no infon'ua,tion too !"8illote to 'be soug:ht, We haTe

11

12
00..11 d 'before us all persons from whom we thouc;ht informl:1.tion

13

14

16 c.irc stance w'ith which t-11.e;)f were a,cqua.i,nted~ the ml.1:ne lil,nd

15

17

18

19

'lues' eli the vitne,lO"s 'GO pIa-co in our possession every fact or

W"'Gl'~J.bQ~'GS 0:1.. (,n-ery "i tness viilOse testimony mir;ht 'be valua.ble;

anD. ~ave SOW;1lt, to undel'8ta.nd and rea.lize the ,,{eight and effect

20

21
of 0 ery fact -bear inc; upon t;l1e o.isas ter, no matter 110W remote

22 or s emingly unimpoy'tant. This has takl~n much tiJue, but we

23

24
bali vothat lile llrrportance of the inqLliry justified it.

25 We hav" exanined ono hundred /il.lld seventy-four wit-

26

27
HOi.lS Ii> I many of 'them s~veral times. We ha.ve had before us

28 y"lany e:Khild,ts and much dOCUlllenta,''Y evidence"

29

30

31

.C.liWe been in~eSSion twenty-tour working days.

Vie rJeI, thereforo, thi~t FO have done all in our power to

32

""""- ,-'''_.....JL..".,,._, , , ."",, , , '''-'' ",--"",,--- ."'''_'._,,'',,._,,~, . ,,,,,---- ,. ,,,"' ,,,,_,_,,
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inquiry it beca~~me ncces$ary to

dctcrrrdne whether or not the primary explosion WSJ.' that at a

cata.atrophc; that prior to such aXlllosion there v,a,$ no ~tll"lII.

kind ot j( explosion of tremendous power; that this' explosiQn

was followed 'by fir'e which oontribut0(1 to the horrors oj;' th!$

",in"" ,moh quanti ties [<,13, upon ~,gllition, to ca.use

hir'h-po'i\!{ll", local exploBiv"f'"\.9~'"
~:"\G?!i~;AA'i.-'1'40~::;r-$('i,~~",)lfflflif;il\? /\. ~ Cli.c t'l t: ~_"l' ~)

We unani::.lously roport that there was plaoed in the
24

25

8

9

10

11

12

j{'
13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

26 ":;:',hcrcof' co :monly l:nown as Ink AI-

27

28
ley, a high-pawc"' ex:plaaive in the nature of dynatnite or ni,tro-

29 OY'ir:in of +.1:0 catas trop116 ma./ be found

30

31

32
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in sa.id alley about thirty-five feete,astwardJ.y

through the building; having each

the jurors there exists no doubt that the primAry exploaionin

baseIlEwt of the building thru "tl18 roof. In the minds of all

others ~'lf;:re buckl..lu, kink(:cl <j.r~d. fractured. in (?.. faslt-i..Pin ~6t

sian

attrHmtable to fire or weic;ht.

structural steel I-llOEUllS. So great WaG the pOWCl- of the eX-

plosiotl that })ai"t~3 o:r '\~110 CuiJ.C.cet,a biJ.se of the alley were pUl-

'1:he base of the alle~r consisted of concrete, supported by

8
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21itt 22I
I,
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8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

15

17

P~~Q$~ by human ag~ncy in the building with criminal

frOl!'lhVer~ipes and connections conduced to the ultimate

destruction of the p'lilJ.ing by ;Cire, none of us are of ti'te

18 :in'" a.gent, the, explosive faroe, reoeived full oonsideration.

19

20

22
h·JIldreds oJ.' 1)<,,(';e::; anti Cow;;v2!lingiiEH!lks in the taking cannot be

23

24 Such evidence, however,

25

26
lD.,lkes tIle theory of exploding illuminating gas not only un-

27 tenable,but puerile.

28

29
he2.r<.l the 'Geatill1ony of 110 expert I we received the evidence of

30 no t one vii tness, wD.ich made s uoh hY1Jothes j.6 poss lble.

31

32
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8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

to b~ a report ~ld findings of a committee

aPPoint,ea"by the Sta:t;e :!!'ederatiol1 of Labor to inves.t.;igate the

catastl·ophe. :i'his report, under the circumstances I seemed to

mining upon villat evidence tho findings therein were mad.e. We

desired to have ,the l!,mefi,t in our investigation of any in:for~

mation which tluch commi.ttee miLl',t have in its pos.sessi.on or

Upon learning the names of the witnesses before such cOl'llll;.ittee,

lV'

1'le caIled. to te:3t:Lf'ybcf'ore sLlch of' the w:ltnlilsses as could be
I'

26

Z7 found i emd I'Mejv@Hl fl"Cl'll the uHOl'l'leyfi 01' th~ Gbh ]l~ll"'rl!!.ii9¥1

28

29

30

depositiDns ,~nd affidavits O;:~}le remainder. We further 1'19-

ceived the testimon::r 01":;]-1(; author of the report. Vie 1'eel,

31

32

.,,] n'" '~lfor ':j .'.'\->.< J.-'~re'l...,<~,J ", I .. , t,.t,I"C." n have avtc.i18d ow'selves of all the eV1dleno:e

Photoc"'I'y is for reference use only, Further reproduction requires permission from the llcpartmentof
Special CulJ.ections, Stanford University Libraries . '...



8

omlte! signed. the report, heard the

upon 1':7h.i(~11 it y,ras founded ,. or even read SllCh re:por·~

berote its pUblioation.
9

10 We further find that the report was written by

11

12

13

John Kenneth TurkeX', an author, fOr a :financial consideratio,nt

and that it was at'fta is]].: Ill'o,;lUlgated withou~'Snature.5'Qt
14

15
majority Q!'tl1c comnittcc, and without lmowledge on the part

16 tIf four of them as to us n its contents.

Arter a run I :t'a1r and, impartial hearing of • the",

~
(',wi tnes3es, and of many oth8rr3. al,on the sUbj eot, we find that

in

the

o})inion

the e;qJerts "/lhose opirllon

a high-power

and no t ga,s.

23

18

25

17

27

28

24

26

f; 19

$:t'20
2f'h, 'I

'I'
22\

29

30
there is not a scintilla of evidence upon which to base the

31 f indil1"B oJ: such reI,crt 1 ~md thil.t it was issued, as e;X;l'lai:ued

32
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;it~ .. _ec,iU:l;igent inqu.iry to deteMnine whether or not

t~!:re Vlas illuru:l.na.ting ba.a ill the building 011 the night of the
8

9 disa.ater, escaping in sufficient quanti ties to ~lode. We

that we oovered

Out of a.ll ~~iI1 'the building.

ing at or close to the t~ae of the explosion.

Vf:.i:.r :i.OUf3

15

16

17

14

13

12

11

10

18 any illuminating gas tl:y,n) on the nir;ht of the explosion, and he

19

20

21 th,~ explosion OCc\<¥'l."ed. H':l.ny othor witnel:lliHl6 were in thl! IlIg~

22

23

24 ,md they <'\r'e in ac:cord in say-in?; that they smelled. no ill.~Wilia.t-

25

26

28

29
b?,~'eckd of the Times ,Hu&lcUug a cOl'l1:Jination ot sulphur I llIalt-

30

31

32

petre,

odor.

and. certain sal-mm:lGnLJ,CfJ t which caused a distresllling

~ ry""~~~
This odor wa.s noticed. 'by!\ernl'loyee~Aand upon compJ,aint
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C'
ot the 040r 'bY 'MTe 501e wi tnes5 who teeti:f1es to the smell of

The lll.ost diligent inquiry _Iii. sea.r:4h railed. to 'br~g

\,"<~~t..t~':; _:'~T"" t, tho .,ight-

. "'ellt I!Imell ofi\gas in th& Times .Buile.ting on th\! ni;)1 t of the e:x-

8
1)10s1on, and the witness referreG. to testUied that the g..,s

9

10 vras not present in sufficient quantities to causeanerlll:l?losJl,:01\l,

16 It further appears fro!;} the t,~stiT",ony, both of experts a.nd i
17 ~

those prAfJent, t11<,;t .i.t Y'Cllcl ~la'lle bf.efl illTlcOssible for even a

11

12

13

14

15

or even to cause na1.mea in him. . It therefore appears '1;0 u.s

that there is (10 foundatiorlJhatever for t",e belief ~~

g tate,Jlent that there was aYlY escaping gas in the building.

18

19 Bj'"<~ll qua.n t ,c ty 0:" r:;u.s tu have penlleated the building wi'chout

20

21

~
its J/t"'eGencc beinu; de~:;BcteJ.e It is certain tha:t t.he explo:siO,l1

22 OCGU1T8d in Ink A1Ie;y-. It :L::; further certa.in ~hat in an open

23
pussar;8way of t.he diaensions of' Ink Alley -- o.bout ten fe,!!!'!>

24

25

26

27

28 great ,t8struction which we find to have ocourred, could not

29
have aCC\l'nulated.. It i'.' flIrt-hal' certain that in a 'building

30

31 O,;ci.lpieci "by scores of' people, ,lith employes passing through

32
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of its presence. We called before us melll"

the eommit'tee above mentioned and their attorneys, and

SOJ1.0 experts on exploe lves, vre Called before tU1 a. m.a~1ori ty o't

examined them as to their investir;ations, whioh cOflllllemlllld about

Hepor"i: 01 the Nlayor'~ Cammittee.

with our finJ.ingfl and Ell'lJ'"ars to state sucoinctly the taot::; in.

or \1i thin their knowledge.

they furnished

requested them. to produce any o'vidence which tht~y wrere aWl;i4"e of

a....i,,'litiil:'lNLihrough the entire building, there llould :not have been

conceru.ing the
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!(--
of the proof upon the proposition. JJ~ ~ ~

was due to some h1ghly explosive force,

8
this becaroe more and more evident, until finally the lfilccallt;\l

9

11
located by evidences that axe 'complete and oonvincing. FrOTA

12

14
high IJOWor, SUGh as ni t1'0-gl:/cer ine, or a product of ni tro-

15

16 gyloorine, and VIas locuted at tho time of its eXl'losiol"l in

17

18

20
L'I:lCS-;!iin'ol' COCi\[J<{"ly as a press room. l'he position of this

21

23
s'c:ccet line and close to the nor l.herl;\r wall of saj.d l,all$llogeway

24

28
day of the explosion, and some ninG hours later, there was found

29

31
and ='.anufacturers Association, on Garla.nd Avenue, in theOity

32
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~

dou,b t 1",SliI t.htl,-'

and by the daught~ ai' M:r.

ft'iJ.'~"-"
conaisting of At ) ihiU stipks

the -building, and

nitro-gelatin had sta.mped upon it the nl1l.me

It further al)poarS that some two hours later

Thia bomb,was a.ga.inst the s1de of the house a.nd. 1n a

'J
position where, had it exploded, the~ would have

Z(telia.ndetl~J an :infernal machine

8

9

16 d.~l'\co..,ery of the e:x::plosive at the Zeehandela.ar l!.OlJU34il 61; 13'''I.'11t-

15

14

11

10

12

17

18
C,Ule conta.ining a qUD.ntHy of Bome high explosive wU.s found /b~

19 e, c:ardeimer, hidden in t]w ::"J'\.rllb-nery a.gainst the wa,ll of the

20

21
house of lIarl' ison G-ray Otis, the pros iden t and genera,jI. manager

'"'--~-----''-----------_.. -

ately, in the a.ttempt by a police attioer to opl\'n the auit

case #~~~housB/anexplosion ocourred etndb~thj
suit case and its contents were entirely destroyeli!.

liuilding.

31

29

30

32

ha.s been produce~be!ore this Grand Ju.ry
27 ,.. \

28 possBssion of the District Attorney of

25

22

23

24

26
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10 Giant Powder Works. ':;'0 ill' hundred fifty pounds, or nine ~~lI!i$

8

9

11

12

13

14

-15

16

17

18

~r1~i$noe before uS proves that this nitro-gelatin

manufacture and })1,rchase in San Franc iaco,

men who CB.l:le for it in a launch. Five Inmdl"ed pOlm.l1m

contained :1.n ten boxes werei-aken by these three lUinI frOm ·~Ilt

of this shipment of. nitro-gelatin, have been found in San

20

21
It would fCli'the1' he umd.8c ,mel illc::;al to set forth the-evi-

22

23

24
(('erers of a "cure of innocent men. Such a course, while I$.&tia..

25 1) :ill'; t11u I;ublic curios i ty, would but aid a.nd comfort criminals.

26

27

28

29

30

--L.. ~
The -br inginr: of Inrlictments :i.e; U~'-' prop! method ttJ expres-Il

OUi- conviGtions in these matters.

It is 3v.i"'ficien"t to nay that this jU:Cj is sat1~'fie'd.

31 from the testimony that the explosi:ve used at the Times B1:lilding

32

"'-----------,--",,------"-------------------------------------------------
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,lIl.t :tflilat, of the destroyers of the Tim.es

a.i;. t;h¢ ,3eehanclelaar house, and which explodecd at the

is known. by the proper authorities as well as b;y Ul>,

.. ,ose W}JO did this thins;.

in

\~1ile we are satisfied from the te6tllnon~ t;h~.

I)erpetraton, '-'Jl,l instigator',; of this terrible oatastrophe have

therein, and, :noreover, intimately associated and connected

''-otive for the CrimeS.

been l':lembers of labor unions and officials and organi.llll.Jilrlii

of' labor

and that in God Is good time the 11H.ll"derers will be br6\lght to

-
pllniaJ:l.1:llent.

;ht,'j\t'\it'\lt {}tGener'alOti3, was a. part of thiS! nitro-gelatin I'ur-

8

9

10
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<UJ.;jf la.l;>or O~·gM.t2ia.tion, as such,
,.:/./ "..•.'.:' ""

had ~reviou6 knowledge thereof.

'/M~·I

I tj/I._

tUJnra:jal~_ell;llmd.high of1'1oia18 of labor L.mions, we
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