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'GHAPTER XII

Civic and Other Organizations

STATEMENTS FROM REPRESENTATIVE ORGANIZATIONS

1. Alliance Israelite Universelle, 309 Broadway, New York City,
N. Behar, American representative (headquarters in Paris),
March 18, 1920:

“Tn this country the officials of the Alliance work for the
Americanization of immigrants by calling on the latter in
their homes and urging them to attend the public evening
schools.”

A YEAR'S ACTIVITY OF THE ALLIANCE ISRAELITE
UNIVERSELLE

SvMmyMary orF Its Work 1n THE ORIENT DUring 1912

Translated expressly for the “Jewish Exponent” by B. H.
HarTocENSIS

The year 1912 was for the Alliance a period of serious pre-
occupation by reason of the march of events, particularly hard
on our suffering coreligionists in different countries in the East.
First in Moroceo, the sitnation of the Jews was disquieting. In
the month of April, the Jewish quarter of Fez, which is made up
of a population of 10,000 souls, segregated without any defense
or protection, was prey to the Cherifian soldiers for a number of
days. Their homes were pillaged and destroyed, and the occu-
pants, the victims of murder and acts of violence. A work requir-
ing eénormous assistance and relief was imposed on the Alliance.
This duty it was able to take care of, aided by the Israelites
of the World. For several weeks it was first necessary to pro-
vide food for more than 7,000 souls, then it became necessary
by advances of money to the heads of famlhes to procure for them
means of earning a livelihood, hereafter to reinstate the Jews
in their old quarter, to negotiaté with the French government to
procure for them indemnity for the tremendous damages they
had suffered, finally to profit (in a sense) from this disaster to
demand that the Mellah, wherein the thousands of our co-religion-
ists had been living surrounded by the most unfavorable hygienic
conditions, be enlarged by the grant of a large plot of ground,

[3141]
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and to procure assurance for the future, so that the security of
the Jewish population rest upon the favor of the protectorate
established there by France; and to erown it all, to have estab-
lished for them a legal status shielding them from injustice and
arbitrary dealings. As the result of numerous interviews which
the delegations sent by the Comite Central of the Alliance
Israclite Universelle have had with the French government and
with the French resident at Morocco, satisfaction has been had
for all these different demands which are being pressed. In all
the towns of Morocco there will be established in turn Jewish
political communities, just like that at Fez, each having iis own
financial budget independent of the general receipts of the town.
This will make a very great change in the existence of these
groups of Jews.

The Jews of the East had a terrible setback in the recent
Turkish wars. During the year 1912 these events called for the
good offices of the Alliance; the flight of the distracted Jews of
Tripoli after the Italian-Turkish conflict; in summer, an earth-
quake had made ravages in several Turkish communitics, and
now for the last few months, the Jewish communities of Bulgaria
and Servia, and throughout Turkey, have been plunged into dire
distress. At Salonica, serious disorders followed immediately
upon the Greeks taking possession of the city. Order has, how-
_ever, been re-established little by little, But the stagnation of
business, the never-ending arrival of refugees, Jews coming with-
out resources from the hamlets, has imposed upon the Jewish
community charges for which it has had to call upon philan-
thropic institutions for co-operation. There are in Salonica
itself about 13,000 families who live in a very modest way, whose
situation is now extremely precarious. The relief work imposed
on them is emormous. It has been administered for several
months and will have to be continued until peace shall have been
established. To Constantinople have come for refuge more than
3,500 unfortunates, whom the community has sheltered for weeks
and for whom thanks to the money grants of the Alliance and
other societies they provide the means of existence. At Adrian-
ople, which has been cut off from the rest of the world for months,
and where there is locked up a Jewish population of more than
17,000 persons, the Alliance has been able to provide, and in the
form of money (telegraphed by wireless) thanks to the generosity
of the Turkish Minister of War. The agents of the society are



Civic AND OTuER ORGANIZATIONS 3143

commissioned to provide for means of sustenance and clothes
for the Adrianoplitan Jews as soon as the city shall be again
opened up.

For this double work of assistance in Morocco and in the East
the Alliance has had the gratification to be able to count upon the
solidarity of all its collaborators and has already received about
a million franes. :

The Alliance has also continued its work of providing assist-
ance for the Jews of Russia to these committees, notably in
Germany and Holland, which come to the aid of the immigrants
in transit; it also grants subsidies in Russia itself to a number of
educational and philanthropic institutions there. It has also
granted large subventions to the numerous Russo-Jewish students,
who are continuing their studies in the University of Europe.

In Roumania, where the Jews continue to live outside of the
law, the Alliance has participated to a large degree in maintain-
ing such impoverished Jewish children as are allowed to attend
its schools.

The educational work of the Alliance has been considerably
extended during the last ten years. One may judge of the
progress of this work by the following statistics: The first school
of the Alliance was opened in 1862; in 1885, 23 years later,
when the Alliance celebrated the 25th anniversary of its creation,
they were 50 in number; in 1900, the number had been doubled
to 100; in 1910, the society had 143 schools, and at the beginning
of the year 1913, it had 170 schools. The number of pupils was
8,200 in 1885, 25,000 in 1900, 42,000 in 1910 and nearly 50,000
in 1913.

Then the total annual expense for pupils has increased from
620,000 francs in 1885 to nearly 2,000,000 franes in 1913, of
which sum the local communities contribute half.

When one examines a little more closely the progress of this
work, it is remarked how, little by little, the communities of
Turkey, Morocco and Egypt (the Moslem countries) have in
return made an appeal for co-operation to the Alliance, looking
to the instruction of the Jewish youth. One is struck by the fact
that the hesitation and indisposition which parents by reason of
their religious or other scruples felt in entrusting their children
fo the Alliance has gradually fallen away and vanished. 7+ is
thus that at Aleppo, where the Alliance schools were in existence
for the past 40 years, that they numbered in 1908 not more than
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300 to 400 pupils, whilst the largest number of the Jewish youth
vegetated in the sad and sombre Talmud-Torahs or received no
instruction whatsoever. Today the attendance at these schools
of the Alliance has increased to more than 1,300 pupils and if
there were resources and local communities would lend themselves
to it, this number could readily be increased to 2,000.

The same phenomenon is observed at Bagdad. In 1865 the
school for boys was opened in this city, where there are 45,000
Israelites.

During nearly 40 years this school could only muster 200
pupils. Only in 1893 did the Jewish population accept a girls’
school and then it could only count 100 pupils, so vigorous was
the opposition of the parents. Today the girls’ school has 800
pupils, and in place of a small school for boys, the Alliance has
three (3) large schools at Bagdad, where 2,000 young folks
receive instruction and preparation to hold their places in the
struggle for life.

Other examples could be cited equally interesting. The
scholastic population of the Jews of Adrianople was quadrupled
after a fusion was had between the schools of the Alliance and the
Talmud Torah. At Salonica more than 3,500 pupils receive
instruction in the society’s schools.

A long experience has enabled the administration of the Alli-
ance to work out a program of studies which, while fully
inspired with the most advanced methods of occidental pedagogy,
takes account in their applications, of local prejudices and cus-
toms, of the moral, economic and political conditions of each place
where the school is located. So it is that in Palestine that
instruction in Hebrew has a larger place than elsewhere, that Eng-
lish is taught in the schools of Egypt, of near-Mesopotamia, Eng-
lish India, and Morocco, whilst German is taught in Turkey in
Europe.

Account is taken even of instruction in the general branches,
as history and geography; of the special exigencies of each
locality and also of the prejudices of the parents. It is this
accommodation to local mentality which has permitted the
implanting of modern instruction in cities where a school was at
first considered a means of destroying morality and religious
spirit. 4

As is well known in all the schools of the Alliance the impov-
erished pupils daily receive a substantial meal, and once or twice
each year a complete outfit of clothing.
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Instruction in manual training, which is the complement of
the work of instruction, continues to provide excellent results.
Outside of the well-known occupational school at Jerusalem,
where six workshops give a complete education to about 150
apprentice pupils, the Alliance teaches trades to boys in nearly all
the places where it has s¢hools. The Alliance has also introduced
practical handicrafts in those localities where such manual labor
was till then considered even a detriment, and it is not at all
rare that former apprentices who have become successful and
established on their own account consider it a duty to teach, in
their turn, the crafts which they had learned at the Alliance
schools.

As to the girls’ schools, we have establlshed shops where young
girls of poor parents may try to learn a means of procuring a
modest livelihood and become skilled in sewing and embroidery
and kindred employments.

The agricultural schools of Mikveh Israel, near Jaffa, of
Djedida, near Tunis, continues to increase the desire for agri-
cultural work among the Jews. The graduates are much sought,
and easily find places either in Palestine itself or in Tunis or in
Egypt.

It is well to recall that at Paris there are located seminaries
_ where the founders of the Alliance prepare its future professors
and teachers. The pupils of these preparatory schools are
recruited exclusively from the schools of the society in the Orient
and in Africa. There are now 85 scholars at the school for boys
and 80 at the girls’ schools.

For all the work of the Alliance there is required an annual
expense of 2,000,000 francs.

9. American Defense Society, Inc., 1133 Broadway, New York

City.
(In Perpetuum Memoriam)

First honorary president, Theodore Roosevelt; honorary vice-

presidents: Hon. David Jayne Hill, ex-Ambassador to Germany ;
~ William Guggenheim; Hon. Perry Belmont, vice-president, Navy
League; Charles S. Fairchild, ex-Secretary of United States
Treasury; Hon. Charles J. Bonaparte, ex-Attorney-General,
United States; Henry B. Joy, ex-president, Lincoln Highway
Association.
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Executive Officers.— Charles Stewart Davison, chairman,
Board of Trustees; Robert Appleton, treasurer; H. D. Craig,
secretary.

Carpenter Audit Company, auditors; Frances Tilghman,
director of publicity.

Letter from James D. Ellsworth, October 30, 1919:

“The Exccutive Committee of the American Defense
Society has asked me to reply informally to your letter of
October 28th.

“The American Defense Society has been committed
since its inception, to the upholding and promoting of the
American spirit and to the defense of America against
attacks from without or within.

“During the war it held numerous public meetings to
combat pro-Germanism and by publicity and organization of
local branches throughout the country, emphasized the danger
from the alien German influence. We could, of course, give
you this story in more detail, but it is, I apprehend, out
of date as far as your work is concerned.

“Upon the signing of the armistice, the Society began
to direct its attention to the un-American spirit of radicalism,
roughly termed Bolshevism, which seemed to purpose the
overthrow of American institutions. We inaugurated an
American Day on May 17th, which was celebrated by public
meetings in New York and elsewhere. The purpose of these
meetings was to arouse Americans to stand by their constitu-
tion and their established order of government and protect
themselves against the onslaught of either alien or domestic
agitators.

“T believe that it has been the sense of the Society that
the aliens in this country could be Americanized only by
a slow process of education, and that such education is the
proper function of the government institutions, both federal,
state or local, supplemented by the work of volunteer insti-
tutions and organizations that are addressing themselves to
this task.

“In the immediate present, before this process of education
can become effective, it has seemed to the American Defense
Society that emergency action must be taken. Revolution
is being preached throughout the land by word of mouth
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and by vast quantities of printed propaganda. The Society
has covered meetings where ‘revolution’ was preached and
has examined quantities of rcvolutionary propaganda. It
has felt that its first duty was to call the attention of the
American people to this open and constant menace.

“The alien within our gates is being taught Bolshevism,
revolution and anarchy faster than the corrective education
for Americanism can be made effective. The Society has
thought that the influence of all American citizens must be
exerted to counteract this anti-American education. To that
end, it has published such pamphlets as ‘The Lying Lure
of Bolshevism.” It has corresponded with the mayors of
cities, warning them of the plans of the I. W. W. and other
radicals, and it is undertaking to counteract the terrible
effects of organized disorder by organized citizenship.

“ Furthermore, it is undertaking at this time to mobilize
American sentiment against the harboring of radical officials
in our national, state or city governments and to arouse
the conservative forces of organized labor against the manipu-
lation of trade unions by disloyal influences purposing
revolution.

“We shall be glad to get your advice in prosecuting this
work.”

3. American Federation of Labor, New York City.
Following are the resolutions adopted by the American Fed-
eration of Labor at the June, 1919, convention at Atlantic City:

“Among the twenty-five specific educational provisions
adopted at the June convention of the American Federation
of Labor, there were a number which are of special import-
ance to all persons interested in Americanization.

“The first provision, dealing with vocational education,
declared that ‘ commendation should be given to the various
states which have enacted continuation school laws, and to
the labor movement of those states for the part they played
in securing such legislation.’

“Paragraph 5 stipulates that ¢in all courses of study, and
particularly in industrial and vocational courses, the privi-
leges and obligations of intelligent citizenship must be taught
vigorously and effectively.’
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The following numbers are quoted in full:

“Six. The basic language of instruction in all schools,
both public and private, should be the English language,
foreign languages to be taught only as subjects in the
curriculum.

“Seven. The provisions of adequate facilities for the
teaching of English to non-English-speaking people.

“Nine. The provision of ample playground facilities as
a part of the public school system.

‘“Eleven. Better enforcement of compulsory educational
laws, and the universal establishment of a minimum school-
leaving age of 16 years.

“Thirteen. Wider use of the school plant, securing
increased returns to the community through additional civie,
social, and educational services to both adults and children.

“The fact that the above provisions were adopted unani-
mously leaves no doubt as to labor’s attitude.”

4, The American Jewish Committee, 31 Union Square West,
New York City.

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE,
31 Union Square West, New York.

Officers.— Louis Marshall, president; Cyrus Adler, vice-presi-
dent and chairman Executive Committee; Julius Rosenwald,
vice-president; Isaac W. Bernheim, treasurer; Harry Schneider-
man, assistant secretary.

Ezecutive Committee— Cyrus Adler, Isaac W. Bernheim,
Harry Cutler, Samuel Dorf, Abram I. Elkus, Albert D. Lasker,
Irving Lehman, Louis Marshall, A. C. Ratshesky, Julius Rosen-
wald, Jacob H. Schiff, Oscar S. Straus, Cyrus L. Sulzberger,
Mayer Sulzberger, A. Leo Weil.

ORGANIZATION
Need for Central Jewish Organization
The American Jewish Committee was organized in the year
1906, following several conferences participated in by representa-
tive Jews from all sections of the United States. The conferees
agreed that it was “advisable and feasible to establish a general
Jewish committee in the United States.” As a result of the dis-
tressing condition of the-Jews in Russia, Roumania and Galicia,
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the Jewish population of the United States, which was about
250,000 in 1876, reached over a million and a half in 1905, and
is now about double that number. This rapid increase in popula—
tion produced new problems in Jewish social, philanthropic,
religious and economic life in the United States.

The Russian Massacres, 1903-1905
The terrible Russian massacres which shocked the world in the
years 1903 and 1905 served to crystallize the feeling that an
organization of the Jews of this country capable of coping with
similar emergencies was essential.

Similar Organizations in Other Countries
In other countries where the Jews have equal rights with other
citizens such organizations exist. Great Britain has the Anglo-
Jewish Association; France, the Alliance Israelite Universelle;
Germany, the Hilfsverein der Deutchen Juden and the Verband
der Deutchen Juden. Austria and Italy also have such central
Jewish committees.

Methods of Organization Proposed

Various methods of constituting such a central organization in
the United States were proposed. One was that there should be
a national conference or congress of representatives to be elected
by those Jews of the United States who are affiliated with congre-
gations.  This suggestion met with overwhelming opposition.
Another suggestion was that there be established a committee of
representatives of existing national Jewish organizations. It was
made clear, however, that several of the most important organiza-
tions would not co-operate in the formation of such a committee.

Method Finally Adopted

The only suggestion upon which a majority of the conferees
agreed was that a small committee be formed of persons who,
while representative of American Jewry, need not necessarily be
formally accredited representatives of any organization or group,
nor in a political sense of the Jews as a whole. It was not claimed
by its organization that the committee had power to bind any
constituency. It was thought that the deliberate action of such
a body of representative Jews, even if not Jewish representatives,



3150 Crrrzensaip TraiNiNg 1N TiE STATE oF NEw YORK

would appeal for support to the great body of Jews. The com-
mitlee expected to exercise iis influence, not by virtue of power
conferred in advance, but by power subsequently obtained, through
the support of the Jews of this country, who might be in sympathy
with the opinions and action of the committee. The power sought
was moral, not political. The allegiance contemplated was to be
voluntarily accorded, not legally enjoined.

Judge Mayer Sulzberger, who presided at the preliminary con-
ference, was empowered to appoint a Committee of Fifteen with
power to increase its number to fifty “for the purpose of
co-operating with the various national Jewish bodies in this coun-
try and abroad on questions of national and international moment
to the Jewish people.”

On November 11, 1906, the first general meecting of the Com-
mittee of Fifty, since called the American Jewish Committee,
was held.

In selecting the persons who were to be asked to become mem-
bers of the American Jewish Committee, the Committee of
Fifteen endeavored in so far as it was then possible to secure the
adhesion of the most representative American Jews in every com-
munity. The United States was divided into districts to which
representation was accorded approximately according to the
Jewish population.

Increasing Representative Character of the Commaittee

Immediately upon its organization the committee took steps
to increase its representative character. All the large national
Jewish organizations were invited to elect delegates to the com-
mittee and in some districts local advisory councils were suceess-
fully organized. When the creation of organized Jewish com-
munities began, these were also incorporated as constituencies of
the committee, and wherever such organized communities exist,
as in New York, Philadelphia, and Denver, the members of the
American Jewish Committee are elected by the community, and
by it alone.

In 1915 the committee was further enlarged. Provision was
made for the proportionate representation of national organiza-
tions and for an increase in the general membership of the com-
mittee. These provisions are gradually being put into effect.
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Objects of the Commatiee

The task which this committee set itself in its constitution,
and later in its corporate charter, was fourfold:

(1) To prevent the infraction of the civil and religious rights
of Jews in any part of the world.

(2) To render all lawful assistance and to take appropriate
remedial aetion in the event of threatened or actual invasion or
restriction of such rights or of unfavorable discrimination with
respeet thereto.

(8) To secure for the Jews equality of economie, social and
educational opportunities.

(4) To alleviate the consequences of persecution and to afford
relief from ealamities affecting Jews wherever they may occur.

The eommittee realized that in order to be able to accomplish
these objects effeetively, three things were essential: (1) Accu-
rate information as to the condition of the Jewish people of the
world; (2) the eo-operation of kindred organizations in the
United States and abroad; (3) funds.

Bureau of Statistics :

In order to know the facts regarding Jewish life and aectivities
and to have information at hand to refute attacks, the committee
established a bureau for the collection of information relating
to the Jewish people, and co-operated with the Jewish Publication
Society of America in the publication of the American Jewish
Year Book.

This burean was considerably enlarged in 1913 with the
eo-operation of the New York Foundation. The first direetor of
the bureau was Dr. Joseph Jacobs, who was suceeeded, upon his
death, by Dr. Samson D. Oppenheim.

Co-operation with Other Organizations

The committee also appreciated the importance of co-operation
with kindred associations in Europe, and shortly after its organ-
ization established relations of a cordial character with the Alli-
ance Israelite Universelle, the Jewish Colonization Association,
the Russo-Jewish Committee, the London Board of Deputies of
British Jews, the Jewish Territorial Organization, the Anglo-
Jewish Association, the Hilfsverein der Deutschen Juden, the
Israelitiche Allianz of Vienna, the Central Zionist Bureau, and
with a number of national-societigs in‘this country.
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The General Fund

The general expenses of the office of the committee are met out
of the general fund which is raised each year by volunteer con-
tributions. It is the aim of the committee that it shall be sup-
ported by as large a number of contributions as possible. In 1911
there was organized a class of members called contributing mem-
bers. Any Jew who contributes from one dollar up annually
becomes such a member and is entitled to receive the annual
reports of the committee and such other literature as the com-
mittee may issue. Contributing members are also invited to vote
for the representatives of their distriets.

The Emergency Trust Fund

There was a considerable unexpended balance in the hands of
the National Committee for the Relief of Sufferers by the Rus-
sian Massacres. In December, 1912, by a decree of the Supreme
Court of the State of New York, the committee was adjudged to
be entitled to this balance pursuant to the laws of the State of
New York. When this fund, which amounted to about $190,000,
was awarded to the committee, regulations were carefully drafted
to prevent the use of any part of the capital or the income of the
fund for any purpose not akin to that for which the fund was
originally gathered. This fund has already been practically
exhausted by appropriations for various purposes as described
elsewkere.

Tuae Work or THE COMMITTEE

The work done by the American Jewish Committee may be
conveniently summarized in accordance with the four objects
quoted above.

PrevenTION oF INrrACTION OF CiviL aNp REerigrous Rieurs
(1) The Census Bill

The committee successfully opposed the bill introduced in Con-
gress in 1909, providing that census enumerators should ascertain
the races of all inhabitants of the United States. The committee
believed that a classification by races was not only very difficult,
but might also cause many invidious comparisons, and that all
American citizens must insist upon the principle that to our
government citizens, are either, natural born-or naturalized, and
that no other distinction must be recognized.
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(2) Naturalization Laws

The committee also opposed with success the passage of legisla-
tion which attempted to deprive “Asiatics” of the privilege of
naturalization because it was likely that Jews from Asia might
be subjected to difficulties under such a law.

(3) Schechitah

Noting that there was an organized propaganda in several states
of the Union against the practice of Schechitah on the part of
persons who claimed that the slaughter of animals in accordance
with the Jewish ritual was not humane, the committee did every-
thing in its power and with success to combat this movement.

(4) Eutradition of Pouren and Rudovitz

In 1909 the Russian government attempted to have extradited
two political refugees, Pouren and Rudovitz, who had fled to this
country. The committee appreciated the bearing of their cases
upon a large number of Jews who had taken part in the Russian
revolution, who had sought or would be likely to seck an asylum
in this country. The committee actively co-operated with others
in opposing the extradition of Pouren and Rudovitz. In the
end our government declined to grant the request of the Russian
government for their extradition.

(5) The Beilis Case

Similar services were rendered by the committee in 1912, when
an obscure Jew in the City of Kiev, Russia, was accused of
having committed murder for ritual purposes. The Jews of the
world appreciated that this was more than a trial of an individual,
that the entire Jewish people was before the bar. The committee
was active in circulating in the American press authentic infor-
mation with regard to the case and succeeded in interesting jour-
nalists to such an extent that the entire country was aroused to
the infamous character of the charge brought against Beilis. A
number of the most prominent Christian Church dignitaries
addressed a petition to the Czar of Russia, praying him to with-
draw the charge of ritual murder. Fortunately, after a long
trial, Beilis was a~quitted.
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(6) The Jews in the Balkans

At the conclusion of the Balkan wars, in August, 1913, a eon-
siderable region formerly belonging to the Ottoman Empire
passed into the hands of the Balkan Allies, resulting in large
increases in the Jewish population of Roumania, Greece, Serbia
and Bulgaria. The committee approached our government with
the request that it employ its good offices with a view to securing
adequate guarantees for the protection of the rights of the popula-
tion of the conquered territories without distinction of race or
creed. Our government acted favorably on this request.

EquaLity or OPPORTUNITY
The Restriction of Immigration

The danger that the enactment of repressive immigration legis-
lation might deprive the persecuted Jews of Russia and Roumania
and the Jews of Galicia of the opportunity of reconstructing their
lives in this country has caused the committee the greatest anxiety,
and occupied much of its attention.

The committee at the inception of its work was confronted with
the necessity of dealing with the threatened enactment of restric-
tive immigration laws in our own country. Through the efforts
of those favoring the liberal immigration policy, the harshness
of the laws proposed at the opening session of Congress in 1906
was mitigated and the Act of February, 1907, was passed. Its
most notable provision was that providing for the appointment
of an Immigration Commission. In order that that commission
might secure authentic information on the various phases of
Jewish immigration, the committee offered to put at the disposal
of the Immigration Commission data that might be of use in the
endeavor to reach a just and unbiased conclusion.

Upon the invitation of the commission also, the committee, in
co-operation with other Jewish organizations, submitted recom-
mendations respecting the revision of the immigration laws and
regulations with a view to putting an end to various injustices
and abuses.

After three years of study the commission presented a report
to Congress which evidenced but slight desire on its part to adhere
to the time-honored tradition that has made this country a refuge
for the oppressed of all lands. Tt was contended that on economic
grounds the increase of our population by immigration was too
rapid and that some m+thod of restriction wa< necessary. The
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reading and writing test was recommended as the most equitable
method of bringing about restriction.

The report of the commission was a signal for the introduction
of various restrictive measures. Two of these bills were actually
passed by Congress, but both were vetoed, one by President Taft,
and the other by President Wilson. In both instances the presi-
dent of the committee presented arguments to the President of
the United States urging that he take action to prevent these
bills from being placed on the statute books.

At the same time the committee endeavored by the publication
and 1ssuance of educational literature on the subject to point out
the fallacies in the arguments of the restrictionists, and the injus-
tice that would result from the operation of an arbitrary literacy
test.

During the last session of the Sixty-fourth Congress, a bill con-
taining the literacy test was passed by both Houses and despite
the emphatic veto by President Wilson was repassed. The com-
mittee opposed this legislation at every stage and while it was
not possible to have the literacy test entirely eliminated, there
have been incorporated several modifications which make clearer
its intent and slightly mitigate its rigor.

Acrion To REMEDY RESTRICTION OF RIants
The Passport Question

The committee considered that it was one of its most important
functions to bend every effort toward the solution of the passport
question, with a view to ending the flagrant disregard by the
Russian government of the American passport.

The passport question arose out of the violation by the Russian
government of a treaty between that government and the United
States made in the year 1832. This was a treaty of commerce
and obligated both governments to accord to all the citizens of
the other, without distinction, the liberty of travel and sojourn,
and to guarantee to them security and protection. There was no
exceptlon expressed or implied in the Treaty of 1832. Its terms
covered not some, but all of the citizens of the countries. But
for more than forty years the Russian government persisted in
violating the solemn terms of this treaty. It refused to recognize
the American passport in the hands of American citizens of the
Jewish faith. The initial step in this diserimination took place
upon American soil. The laws of Russia require that persons
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intending to enter that country must, before seeking admission,
have their passports vised or countersigned by a diplomatic or
consular répresentative of the Russian Empire. American Jews
who desired to enter Russia were therefore compelled to apply to
Russian consulates in this country to have their passports vised. The
Russian government required its consuls within the jurisdiction
of the United States to interrogate American citizens as to their
race and religious faith and upon ascertainment thereof to deny
to Jews the authentication of passports for use in Russia. This
practice involved not only such American citizens of the Jewish
faith as had been former subjects of Russia, but all American
Jews, no - matter what their antecedents.

Assured that no results were to be obtained from further
recourse to the ordinary channels of diplomacy, the American
Jewishi Committee, after serious consideration, determined to
recommend to the President the abrogation of the treaty with
Russia. This course, it was considered, would be the most
effectual method of impressing upon the Russian government the
earnestness of the demands of the United States that it observe
the Treaty of 1832. Accordingly, on May 18, 1908, the com-
mittee dispatched a letter to President Roosevelt which began
the attempt on the part of the organization to induce our govern-
ment to take some effective action to terminate the controversy.
Correspondence with the same end in view was also had with
President Taft and was supplemented by personal interview with
the President and with Secretaries of State Root and Knox.

All thesc endeavors proving ineffectual, the committee decided
to lay our case before the citizens of the United States. An
address delivered by Mr. Marshall at the Twenty-second Couneil
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations marked the
opening of a campaign of publicity on the part of the committee
which finally resulted in the issuance by President Taft of a
notice to the Russian government of the intention of the govern-
ment of the United States to terminate the Treaty of 1832. This
action was subsequently ratified by the Senate and the House of
Representatives with but one dissenting vote in the latter House.
On January 1, 1912, the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation of
1832 between Russia and the United States was terminated. The
effect of the termination of the treaty was that to future diserimi-
nation against American citizens of the Jewish faith the govern-
ment of the United States would no longer be a party. And as
treaties are, according to"the Constitution of this country, the
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supreme law of the land, there would no longer exist a law which
the Russian government contended should be construed to permit
discrimination against American citizens on account of race or
religion, and thus to violate the Constitution.

The action of President Taft and of Congress was subsequently
approved by all of the great political parties of this country,
which in their platforms in 1912 and again in 1916, have placed
themselves on record against the ratification of any new treaty
with Russia which would not recognize the principle on account
of the violation of which the Treaty of 1832 was terminated.

The Cwvil Rights Law

Another example of the infringement of the civil rights of
Jews was the practice of various hotel keepers of advertising in
newspapers, circulars, railroad and steamboat folders, that Jews
are not acceptable as guests. In the summer of 1913 the com-
mittee advocated and succeeded in securing the passage by the
Legislature of the State of New York of an amendment of the
Civil Rights Law of the State explicitly prohibiting such dis-
crimination and providing penalties for its practice.

This legislation was urged in the interest of the equality of all
citizens before the law and for the purpose of placing upon the
statute books of the State of New York a declaration as emphatic
as could be made that these manifestations of prejudice against
law abiding citizens would not be tolerated.

Action similar to that taken in New York is contemplated in
other states of the Union.

ArreviaTion oF THE CONSEQUENCES OF PERSECUTIONS AND
DisasTer

As already pointed out, the direct cause of the foundation of
the committee was the need for some organization which, in a
time of emergency such as that which faced the Jews in 1903-5,
could extend relief of a material nature. When the committee
was organized the Russian massacres had come to an end, but
other calamities involving Jews have occurred not infrequently
since that time.

The San Francisco Fire, 1906
At the first meeting of the General Committee, held in Novem-
!)er,. 1906, the needs of the Jewish religious and educational
institutions of San Francisco, by reason of the earthquake and
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fire which had occurred there, were brought to the attention of
the committee. It was decided to raise a fund, and as a result
of an appeal, over $37,000 was collected and distributed among
several synagogues and the Jewish Educational Society of San
Francisco, enabling them in part to repair the losses suffered on
account of the carthquake.

Casablanca, Morocco, Uprisings, 1907

In August, 1907, as a result of an attack by the Kabyles at
Casablanca, Morocco, a number of Jews lost their lives, many
were wounded, and a large number of women and children were
carried off. At the request of the committee, the National Com-
mittee for the Relief of Sufferers by Russian Massacres for-
warded 5,000 franes to the Alliance Israelite Universelle, which
was actively engaged in relieving the sufferers.

Roumanian Outbreaks, 1907

At the time of the outbreaks against the Jews of Roumania,
in March, 1907, the committee co-operated with various European
organizations in coming to the relief of the sufferers. At the
request of the committee, the National Committee for the Relief
of Sufferers by Russian Massacres appropriated $10,000 for this
purpose.

Constantinople Fire, 1908

In March, 1908, a fire destroyed a large section of the Jewish
quarter at Constantinople, leaving 6,000 Jews destitute. The
committee promptly raised $1,000 for the relief of the sufferers
for whom the Alliance Israelite Universelle had opened a fund.

Expulsions from Finland, 1908

In several instances the persecution was of such a nature that
publicity was more necessary than financial assistance. Such
was the situation when in the Winter of 1908-9 a policy of
repression and expulsion of the Jews was inaugurated by the
Russified government of Finland. This important indication of
the pogrom policy of the Russian government was not published
in the daily papers served by the Associated Press until the com-
mittee called the matter to the attention of the officers of the
organization. At the same time the committee took occasion to
bring to the notice of the officers of the Associated Press the

remarkable paucity of Russian and Russian Jewish news which
reached this country.
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Bessarabia, Kiev, 1909

On several occasions it was the committee’s duty to inform the
public that reports of excesses against Jews were unfounded or
exaggerated.

Thus, in July, 1909, when a massacre of Jews in Bessarabia
was reported the committee promptly secured through the Depart-
ment of State from the American Consul at Odessa a statement
that the rumor was without foundation. In September of the
same year reports of a massacre in Kiev were found upon the
committee’s investigation to have been based upon a slight dis-
turbance which had been immediately quieted without serious
results.

Attack on Fez, Morocco, 1912

The disaster which befell the Jews of Fez, Morocco, in April,
1912, was of a more serious character. In the course of dis-
orders attending the revolt of the Arabs against the French gov-
ernment, the Jewish quarter was pillaged and almost entirely
destroyed. The co-operation of the committee was asked by the
Alliance Israelite Universelle. Twelve thousand dollars was
appropriated by the National Committee for the Relief of Suf-
ferers by Russian Massacres. With the sums contributed through-
out the world the Jews made destitute were rehabilitated, and
the Jewish quarter was gradually rebuilt on less congested and
more sanitary plans.

The Balkan Wars, 1912-1913

The wars in the Balkan Peninsula in 1912 and 1913 were of
momentous interest to the Jews. The sufferings of our brethren
were intense. Many lives were lost, many were wounded ; disease
was widespread. Hundreds of refugees crowded the large cities.

In December, 1912, the American Jewish Committee estab-
lished a fund for the relief of the sufferers, resulting in the col-
lection of over $8,000, and the National Committee for the Relief
of Sufferers by Russian Massacres appropriated $5,000 for imme-
diate transmission. The committee also joined a number of the
largest European organizations in the formation of a provisional
body called the Union des Associations Israelites, for the purpose
of closer co-operation and avoiding duplication in the work of
relief. The Union gathered and disbursed almost a quarter of
a million dollars, and sent a committee to the scene of hostilities
to organize the relief work on the spot.
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The European War

Immediately after the outbreak of the European War, when it
was called to the attention of the committee that the Jews of
Palestine were likely to be the first sufferers on account of the
severance of communication between that region and Europe, the
committee, in co-operation with the Provisional Executive Com-
mittee for general Zionist affairs, raised the sum of $50,000 and
transmitted it to Palestine.

The sum of $5,000 was sent for the relief of the Jews of Ant-
werp and Belgium during the first months of the war.

In facing the larger questions of relief, the committee appre-
ciated that nothing less than the co-operation of all the Jews in
America could meet the incalculable needs of our brethren in

Europe and in Asia, and that an appeal for funds by ome
organization would not obviate the issuance of appeals by other
organizations and thus jeopardize the success of the relief work.
The committee, therefore, called a conference of representatives
of Jewish national organizations which met on October 24, 1914,
and organized the American Jewish Relief Committee. The
American Jewish Committee appropriated the sum of $100,000
from its emergency trust fund as the nucleus of the relief fund.
The American Jewish Relief Committee, in co-operation with
the Central and People’s Relief Committees, constituted a Joint
Distribution Committee which up to March 1, 1917, received and
distributed over $7,000,000.

A number of cases in which former Jewish residents of the
United States were unable to leave belligerent countries at the
outbreak of the war, were brought to the attention of the com-
mittee. In every case proper representations were made to the
Department of State, and the departure from Europe of. such
persons was facilitated.

5. The American Legion, 19 West 44th street, New York City,
Franklin D’Olier, national commander.

In November, 1919, Colonel Franklin D’Olier conferred with
counsel for the Committee as to what the American Legion might
do to counterdct radical influences throughout the country. Each
post of the Legion now has a special committee to work in this
direction, but the work has not as yet sufficiently progressed to
formulate a report,
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6. The American Red Cross, 124 East 28th street, New York
City.

ty THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

National Headquarters, Washington, D. C.

Bureau of Foreign Language, Information Service.— Josephine
Roche, director, 124 East 28th street, New York City; telephone,
Madison Square 4810.

National Officers.— Woodrow Wilson, president; Robert W,
DeForest, vice-president; William Howard Taft, vice-president;
John Skelton Williams, treasurer; Alexander C. King, counselor;
Mabel T. Boardman, secretary.

Ezecutive Committee— Franklin K. Lane, Merritte W. Ire-
land, William C. Braisted, Henry P. Davison, Eliot Wadsworth,
Mrs. August Belmont, George E. Seott; Livingston Farrand,
chairman; Willoughby G. Walling, vice-chairman; Frederick P.
Keppel, vice-chairman; Frederick C. Munroe, general manager.

Letter from Miss Josephine Roche, director of Foreign Lan-
guage Information Bureau, March 17, 1920:

“Your letter of March 2d, addressed to the American
Hungarian Loyalty League, has been forwarded to this
Bureau. The Loyalty League has been out of existence for
some time.

‘“ However, as your letter applies to our whole bureau, we
take the liberty of sending you a statement of our aims and
activities. If we can be of any further assistance to you,
kindly let us know.” ‘

THE WORK OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE INFORMATION SERVICE
BUREAU OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

I. OgziciNn AND PRESENT STATUS

On February 15, 1920, the American Red Cross “News
Service” released to the press a statement from which the follow-
ing is quoted:

“To preserve its usefulness to the nation and the newly-
arrived within its gates the Foreign Language Governmental
Tnformation Service, formerly a part of the Committee on
Public Information, has been taken over by the American
Red Cross, it was announced here today. Operating in con-
junction with the already established Bed Cross Information
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Service it will be known as the Bureau of Foreign Language
Information.

“This work, so important in the perfecting of a better
citizenship, will not be forced to cease, since the Red Cross
sees an opportunity for service of a splendid nature and has
decided to include it in its peace-time program.”

The Foreign Language Information Service Bureau was organ-
ized as a division of the United States Committee on Public
Information early in 1918 to distribute to the foreign-speaking
people in this country information on America’s purpose in the
war and the part they were asked to play in that crisis. After
the armistice the demand from the foreign language groups for
government information, and the need for government contacts
with them so increased that when the Committee on Public Infor-
mation was liquidated, in May, 1918, the division continued
under a special emergency fund given by the Carnegie Corpora-
tion until the first of August, when it was taken over as a part
of War Camp Community Service and Community Service, Inc.
On December 6th, because of failure to raise their budget, Com-
munity Service was forced to stop financing the work. From
that time the work continued as an independent organization,
with practically no finances, but largely through volunteer effort,
the foreign-speaking groups feeling keenly that the work must not
stop, and the managers of the foreign language divisions being
willing to make personal sacrifices to hold it. On February 1,
1920, the entire organization became a National Bureau of the
American Red Cross in the Department of Civilian Relief, under
the name of the Foreign Language Information Service.

II. Purprose

The Forcign Language Information Service informs the alien
in his own language about the government and laws of the coun-
try; it explains what the government expects of him, and what
it offers him; it clears up his misconceptions and adjusts his
difficulties. It also attempts the equally important task of giving
the native-born accurate information on the foreign-born groups,
and overcoming false prejudices and misunderstandings which
stand in the way of assimilation,
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III. OrcaNizATION AND PERSONNEL

In addition to the Executive Division, the bureau censists of
foreign language divisions covering eighteen foreign language
groups: Czecho-Slovak, German, Hungarian, Italian, Jewish,
Jugo—Slavia (Serbian, Croatian, Slovenian), Lithuanian, Polish,
Russian, Finnish, Dutch, Danish, Norwegian, Swedish, Ukrainian,
and the American Press Division. The Foreign Language Divi-
sion managers are men and women who have demonstrated their
exceptional qualifications for carrying on the work. They are
American citizens, though most of them are foreign-born. They
not only speak the language, but have an intimate knowledge of
the conditions and aspirations of their own racial group in this
country. - The Executive Division maintains, through its Wash-
ington representative, daily contacts with the government depart-
ments. The American Press Division is giving to the native-
born authentic information on the foreign-speaking groups in
America, their problems and the conditions affecting them.

IV. Work or THE BurEAU
(a) Co-operation with Government Departments

The director and the Washington representative maintain con-
tacts with all government departments. The government depart-
ments in turn send daily releases to the foreign language divisions
and to the Washington representative who checks this material
and obtains for the foreign language divisions all reports, bulletins
and special data not on the mailing list, and who also takes back
to government departments the particular needs of the foreign
language groups, and arranges for articles to be written for their
press, giving governmental information especially desired by them.
Individual cases asking assistance from the foreign language
divisions are, when necessary, referred by the foreign language
divisions to the Washington representative for direct settlement
with the department concerned. Extcnsive co-operation has
existed with the Bureau of War Risk Insurance, the United
States Public Health Service, the Internal Revenue and the
Departments of Labor and Agriculture.

The Surgeon General’s office requested the bureau to aid them
in running a “Question Box” in the foreign language papers,
and prepares also a special weekly article for the foreign language
press, released through the foreign language divisions. The
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Bureau of War Risk also made “Question Box” arrangement
with the Foreign Language Information Service.

In assisting the Internal Revenue Department the Foreign
Language Information Service in four months issued 172 Inter-
nal Revenue releases, which gave full information on the income
tax as applied to aliens, and which were printed in all 800 papers.
In addition, 16 circular letters on the income tax were sent to the
4,500 largest of foreign language societies, and the managers of
the foreign language divisions explained the Income Tax Law at
127 meetings of their groups in various cities and foreign lan-
guage centers.

Information on the income tax as affecting aliens has been fre-
quently presented to the Internal Revenue Department, showing
the need for, and resulting in the revision of Treasury Decisions
and Forms for Refund Applications; also affidavits have been
obtained from consuls, or other acceptable agents, establishing
the income tax situation in foreign countries which have cleared
up the status of aliens from these countries in the United States.

(b) Foreign Language Press

To more than 800 foreign language papers of the eighteen
foreign language groups the bureau sends information daily from
fifty-eight government departments.

An average of 515 articles of such information have been
released the past six months. In October, a typical month, 576
articles were sent out. According to the source of the material
thus used the Department of Agriculture, the United States
Public Health Service, the Bureau of War Risk Insurance and
the Children’s Bureau hold the lead with 117 articles each. The
Department of Labor, Internal Revenue and the Council of
National Defense come next with 40, 51, 87 articles, respectively.
The American Relief Administration and the Red Cross furnish
25 and 15 articles; the Department of Commerce and the United
States Shipping Board 22 and 23 articles, respectively; the bal-
ance of the articles are scattered through the other government
departments.

Over three-quarters of a million words of foreign language
information service material appear each month in these 800
papers—T5 per cent. use 82 per cent. of the releases, and over
60 per cent. use 100 per cent. of them.
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The September work, in comparison with August, showed a
35 per cent. increase in government articles released to the foreign
language press, and a 25 per cent. increase in their use by the
foreign language press. The October increase over September
was 17 per cent. for releases sent out, and 23 per cent. in their
use by the foreign language press.

(c) Foreign Language Organization

More than 67,000 foreign language organizations extend their
co-operation to the bureau. These are chiefly national and local
benefit and insurance societies, educational, social, musical and
dramatic clubs. They circulate through their members notices .
from the Foreign Language Information Service explaining laws
and governmental regulations, reading these communications to
their members, and placing them on their bulletin boards. Two
releases, on an average each month, go to each organization.

(d) Individual Service

On an average 4,200 individuals a month (October, 4,321)
have applied for the last six months, through letters or personal -
calls, to the bureau for information and help on matters of govern-
ment department concern. Information on the income tax, pass-
port regulations, on citizenship, on health, on war risk allotments,
make up the majority of inquiries. The information desired varies
somewhat among the different nationalities; the Russians desiring
more about passport regulations and agriculture than any other
group. About three-fourths of the appeals come through cor-
respondence to the divisions. ‘On income tax matters, within four
months the divisions corresponded or talked with 12,872 persons,
each of whom had his claim adjusted satisfactorily, or his status
made clear. Either his overpaid amount was refunded by his
employer, or refund proceedings were taken up by the Internal
Revenue Department. For 4,197 cases for four months’ period
in 1919 (resident and non-resident aliens) $203,852.45 was recov-
ered in overpaid taxes for the year 1918.

Several of the divisions have done an extensive work in accom-
panying people to the Custom House to get income tax troubles
adjusted. Wide service has also been rendered through the man-
agers going to the settlements of their people, and explaining
laws and adjusting individual income tax and other troubles. As
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an illustration there may be mentioned a trip made by the Hun-
garian manager to Brldgeport at the request of a Hungarian
editor there who was receiving more inquiries than he could
handle. The editor arranged for a meeting in a public hall where
the Hungarian manager talked with about 500 people and assisted
in filling out 200 income tax blanks.

The Jugo-Slav manager in a trip made to Chicago and vicinity
held nineteen meetings for the purpose of taking up individual
cases and adjusting them. On an average of 300 people attended
each meeting. A table of 100 typical cases showing income tax
taken and refund due follows:

Refunds claimed

1918 Incomes

Tax assessments

Under $500. ....c.0000.. 1
From 500 to $1,000....

UInder$25. ... s chelaor. sl
From 25 to $50 o

10
From 1,000 to 1,100. 3 From 50to 75 6 From 50to 75.
From 1,100 to 200. From 75 to 100 4 From 75to 100.
From 1,200 to 3 From 100 to 125. . 4 From 100 to 125.
From 1,300 to 1,400.... 16 From 125 to 150 20 From 125 to 150
From 1,400 to 1,500.... 16 From 150 to 175...... 27 From 150 to 175......
From 1,500 to 1,600.... 12 From 175 t0 200...... 14 From 175 to 200. .
¥rom 1,600 to 1,700.. Above 200........ e Over, 200 5. : 5 . . . -A0ES
From 1,700 to 1,800.... 6
From 1,800to 1,900.... 4
100 100 100

Total income 100 Total assessment Total refunds 100

CaneSU A B $134,366 03 (777 P T $10,110 78

100 cases. ... .. $12,362 94

Altogether about 127 trips have been made in the last year by
the Russian, Polish, Jugo-Slav, Czecho-Slovak, Hungarian,
Ukrainian, Italian and Lithuanian managers to carry on this
personal service and develop further co-operation with their
groups.

Personal service work tn September increased 67 per cent. over
August. In October it increased 35 per cent. over September.

(e) Pamphlets and Lectures

As a result of many appeals from the foreign-born groups for
information on the subject of health, citizenship, agriculture,
American history, etc., the bureau has printed and circulated
92,000 pamphlets in Russian, Ukrainian, Hungarian and Polish
on the following topies: “How Americans Won Their Liberty,”
“Abraham Lincoln,” “How to Take Care of Your Health,”
“America in War and Peace,” “A Message to American Hun-
garians,”’ “ Venereal Diseases and How to Prevent Them.”
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(f) The American Press Division

The American Press Division issues bulletins giving informa-
tion on the activities of the foreign-born, their contributions to
America, and their difficulties, and furnishes data to well-known
writers co-operating with us, to be used in special press and
magazine articles. Typical among the latter are the six follow-
ing articles which have appeared in the New York “Evening
Post,” the “ Christian Science Monitor” and the New York
“World:” “Aliens and the Income Tax,” ‘“Alien Efforts
Towards Americanization,” “ Why the Alien Leaves,” “Educat-
ing the Alien,” “Industries and the Alien,” “Foreign Language
Press in America.” A book, “Alien America,” is being prepared
which will appear under the name of the manager of the Ameri-
can Press Division. It will be endorsed by this bureau and the
material will be furnished by the foreign language divisions.
The book is purposed to be used by the multitude of organizations
and persons who are interesting themselves in ‘““Americanization ”
work and who need authentic data. It is part of the work of
this division also to correct the mass of fallacious information
directed against the alien population of America.

(g) Information to American Agencies and Co-operation with
Interested Individuals
This service has been cxtensively used as a course of informa-
tion by many organizations and individuals working with aliens,
and in many instances has acted as an intermediary between these
and the foreign-born groups.

(h) Possibilities for Developing International Co-operation

A most interesting and important line of development for the
work lies in the field of the international connections the division
managers have already begun to develop and which can be devel-
oped much more extensively.

The Italian division manager has had wide experience in
Italian journalism in Ttaly and is in constant communication with
the chief editors in the Ttalian cities. When the income tax
situation was most acute here in America, and many returning
ITtalians were erroneously taxed, the press in Ttaly made numerous
severe attacks on the American government. The Ttalian
manager, through letters and articles, was able to clear the
situation up.
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The Polish, Czecho-Slovak and Jugo-Slav divisions discussed
with the Polish, Czecho-Slovak and Jugo-Slav delegates at the
recent International Labor Conference very interesting plans for
exchange of information between our divisions and their agencies.
Opportumtles for developing similar contacts are constantly
increasing.

V. ExporsEmEnt Wr Have Receivep FrRoM GOVERNMENT
DepartMENTS, ForEIGN-BORN AND FROM AGENCIES IN
GENERAL

Fifty-eight government departments and bureaus co-operate
extensively with our bureau. Attached are typical letters from
various department heads expressing their opinion of our work.

From each of the foreign-speaking groups there comes con-
tinually expressions of appreciation and belief in our work. It
is impossible to choose from among the thousands of letters we
have received and editorials on our work which have appeared
in the foreign language press, but the attached will give some
idea of their view.

Co-operation has existed not only with government departments
and the foreign language groups, but as far as our very limited
time and means would allow, with agencies doing Americanization
work, and with state and civic organizations. A typical letter
from one of the latter follows:

“Dear Sir.— For some time past the Alien Information
Bureau of the Detroit Board of Commerce has been receiv-
ing from you copies of the various Hungarian bulletins
issued by you in the Hungarian language. . . .

“Your bulletins have been very helpful in the past and
we hope that we shall continue to receive them. Any other
material which you issue besides the bulletins will be most
acceptable for the reading tables and bulletin boards at this
branch.

“Yours very truly,
“Mary O’CoNNEL,
“ Secretary, Alien Information Bureau, Detroit
Board of Commerce.”

The Foreign Lanugage Information Service has been able for
the past two years to act as a most important link between gov-
ernment departments and the immigrant population by interpret-
ing America to the alien, and the alien to America.

P
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[ 7. The American Rights League, 2 West 45th street, New York
City, George Haven Putnam, president; Douglas W, Johnson, chair-
man, Executive Committee.

Ezecutive Committee— Everett V. Abbot, Lawrence F.
Abbott, W. K. Bryce, H. de Raasloff, Geo. Haven Putnam, John
Harsen Rhoades, Richard H. Gatling, Franklin H. Giddings,
* Lawrence Godkin, Richard M. Hurd, William D. Murphy, Louis
Livingston Seaman, James B.: Townsend.

Letter from George Haven Putnam, president, April 8, 1920:

“The enclosed copy of the Declaration of Principles will
set forth the purpose for which the American Rights League
was organized. The League came into organization (in my
office)-at the time of the sinking of the Lusitania for the pur-
pose of getting this country into the war at the earliest pos-
sible date. We were able through the use of speakers like
Roosevelt, Beck, the president of the League, and others, to
do something in directing and arousing the righteous purpose
.of the people.

“During the past year the influence and correspondents
of the League have been utilized to emphasize the importance
of securing a prompt acceptance by the United States of the
Treaty of Peace and the accompanying compact of the
League of Nations. We hold that America was shamefully
late in coming into the war and is now bringing disgrace
upon itself by its failure to take up its duty in helping to
establish peace.

“T am sending to you the four late bulletins in the Amer-
ican Rights League series which have to do, as you will note,
with the matter of the League of Nations.

“We have not thus far given direct attention to the work
of ‘Americanization,” but the members of the League would,
I judge, without exception be in sympathy with the general
purpose of this work.”

8. Boy Scouts _of America, 200 5th Avenue, New York City,
A. C. Olsen, assistant to the Chief Scout Executive, November 25,
1919:

TR — SN

“We are in the utmost sympathy with any program for
Americanization for the very good reason that the objective
of our movement is character building, citizenship training
and Americanization of the adolescent American boy and

100
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through him to influence in like ways all with whom he comes
in contact.

“Tt will interest you to know that because of its wonderful
influence along this line and because of its war record the
Boy Scout movement was strikingly endorsed at the recent
Annual Convention of the American Legion in Minneapolis
— this resolution more valuable because, as we are informed,
it was the only one which went through of some 250 which
had been offered. A copy of the resolution follows:

““ Resolved, That the American Legion heartily com-
mends the principles and achievements of the Boy
Scouts of America and recommends that each post assist
the Boy Scouts troops in its community in whatever
manner practicable.

“In this connection also kindly note the following letter
of October 29th from Hon. Raymond F. Crist, director of
citizenship training for the Naturalization Bureau of the
United States Department of Labor and our reply of
October 31st:

“Mr. Raymonp F. Crist, Director of Citizenship,
Division of Citizenship Training, Depariment of
Labor, Washington, D. C.:

My Dear ME. Crist.— We have considered with care
your letter of October 29th, requesting that the Boy
Scouts of America co-operate as civic aids of the United
States government in carrying on its program of citizen-
ghip training.

“I am very glad after conference to advise that we
will be happy to undertake this service and are confi-
dent that you may depend upon worth while co-operation
on the part of our membership numbering some 475,000
Scouts and Scout officials. '

‘“The fundamental objective of Scouting is the char-
acter development, citizenship training and American-
ization of the adolescent boy, and it is particularly
appropriate, therefore, that the Scouts should have the
opportunity to co-operate with you in your program
of citizenship training of candidates for naturalization.

“The work of your division is of the greatest import-
ance to the nation at this time and will have our full
and hearty support.
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“We shall publish your letter and our reply in
¢Scouting’ and urge Scout officials to co-operate when
called upon, and from time to time as.the development
of your plans may make desirable, we shall be glad to
do anything else within our power to assist you.

“Sincerely and cordially yours,
“James E. WEsT,
“Chief Scout Executive.”

#UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Bureav oF NATURALIZATION
WasningToN, October 29, 1919.

“Mr. James E. West, Chief Scout Ewxecutive, Boy
Scouts of America, New York City, N. Y.:

“My Drar Mz. WesT.— The Boy Scouts of America
have demonstrated in numerous ways the incalculable
value of their service to the government, especially dur-
ing the great World War. Their experience thus
attained, fits them peculiarly for patriotic post-war
service. As dispatch bearers of the President of the
United States and the several departments of the Fed-
eral government during the war, these messengers of
peace constantly put into practical use their Scout oath
and laws which are the fundamentals of good citizen-
ship. Would it not, therefore, be fitting for these young
patriots to utilize the experience attained during the
World War by applying the cardinal principle of Scout-
ing by ‘doing a good turn daily’ for the millions of
foreigners within our land who long for a realization
of the principles of democracy which American citizen-
ship embodies and who would avail themselves of the
opportunity for instruction in citizenship if they were
guided to the door of the public schools which are
available for this purpose?

“As civic aids to the United States government
throughout the country, the Boy Scouts can convey the
message of America to the foreign-born residents of
every small community of our land and therebv aid
materially in many ways in solving the great national
problems 'of illiteracy by supporting the communities
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in their newly launched endeavors to eradicate that
blight. Their personal contact with both minor and
adult foreigners will develop a better mutual under-
standing between these two classes of future citizens —
the Boy Scouts and our foreign-born friends. The
Scouts will thus form the connecting link between the
Division of Citizenship Training, which is charged by
Congress with the promotion of Americanization of all
candidates for citizenship, and the Publie School, which
the Federal government has designated as the function-
ing agency to co-operate with this division in amalga-
mating these peoples of the United States into one all-
American body. It is this co-operation on the part
of the Boy Scouts that the government asks at this time,
a co-operation which ultimately will result in eloser
communion and fellowship, a better understanding of
American principles of democracy and a greater par-
ticipation in the exercise of the duties of citizenship
by our Liberty loving peoples.

“On behalf of our Federal government and in the
interest of the millions of foreigners who are desirous
of learning more about our institutions that they may
improve themselves and give their best efforts to their
adopted country and the community in which they live,
I ask the Boy Scouts of America—America’s future
leaders of democracy —to render this service to their
government, its citizenry, and those seeking admission to
the great American family.

“Very truly yours,

“ (Signed) Ravmonp F. Crisrt,
“Director of Citizenship.”

“We will endeavor to arrange promptly for personal con-
ferences with you but in the meantime you may count on
the Boy Scouts of America for the utmost support in Amer-
icanization efforts.”

9. Bureau of Jewish Education, 114 Fifth Avenue, New York
City, Mr. Louis Marshall:

Below is quoted a letter which was sent not only to the Bureau
of Jewish Education, but to practically every civie, racial, social
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and religious organization in New York City. The reply which
it elicited from the Bureau of Jewish Education is so surprising
and so unique in its misinterpretation of the Committce’s request,
that it is quoted in full. Unfortunately it does not give detailed
information as to the work of the Bureau.

Committee’s letter, March 2, 1920, addressed to Secretary,
Bureau of Jewish Education:

“ Drar Sig.— The Joint Legislative Committee to Investi-
gate Seditious Activities in this State is about to recommend
to the Legislature, as a corrective measure, an increased
program of education and Americanization.

“In this connection we are anxious to present as complete
and as accurate a view of present conditions as possible and
we do not wish to overlook any of the constructive work
which is being done to counteract seditious activities, espe-
cially among the foreign born.

“In order to list your organization properly, we would
ask that you send us just as soon as possible an outline of the
activities of your organization. A copy of your constitution
and by-laws would no doubt give us the information which
we require, but any additional data would be most weleome.

“Will you not let us hear from you by return mail?”

Reply, April 20, 1920, received from Mr. Louis Marshall:

“ Dear Sir.— Yours of the 2nd ultimo, addressed to the
Bureau of Jewish Eduecation, 114 Fifth Avenue, has been
forwarded to me for answer. It would have received atten-
tion sooner but for the illness of the Secretary.

“In view of the fact that I am one of the trustees of the
institution and am a large contributor to its funds, I feel
rather irritated, to say the least, that a committee appointed
‘to investigate seditious activities in this State’ should make
this organization the subject of inquiry. You will permit
me to say that no good, and much harm, is done by this indis-
criminate throwing out of the dragnet of suspicion and by
resorting to this un-American method of inquisitorial
interrogation, ‘

“The Bureau of Education is a branch of the Jewish
Community of the City of New York, incorporated by
Chapter 105 of the Laws of 1914. It was formed for the
ptrposc of stimmulating the religious education of the Jews
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in this city, to familiarize them with the Bible, with Jewish
history, ethics and literature, and to teach those of school age
the sacred Hebrew tongue. We maintain classes and model
schools for boys and girls. We have raised the standard of
education in all Jewish religious schools. Under our
auspices valuable textbooks have been written, journals
devoted to religious subjects have been published, and
religious teachers have been prepared for courses that they
have subsequently taken in the Teacher’s Institute of the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America. We are seeking
to extend our work in all directions, in order that, if pos-
sible, every Jewish child of school age may be trained in the
tenets and traditions of our ancient faith. There are directly
and indirectly under the influence of this Bureau approxi-
mately 25,000 Jewish children. You need not fear as to
their Americanism or their loyalty. I can assure you that
their love for America and their devotion to its institutions
are not exceeded by the sentiments of the members of the
committee that is seeking to classify our organization as a
proper subject for suspicion.

“Let me also say to you that, long before those who are
now such zealous inquisitors had the slightest idea as to the
meaning of that much abused term, ‘Americanization’ the
men who have supported the Burcau of Jewish Education
devoted their time, thought and means to the cause of instill-
ing into the hearts of the Jews of America love and grati-
tude for all that it has stood for, and sought ineffectually
to open the eyes of the Legislature of this State to the
importance of establishing night schools and other agencies

* which would make it possible for the immigrant to become
familiar with the history and institutions of our country.
In 1909, as Chairman of the State Immigration Committee
appointed by Governor Hughes, I had the honor to render
a very complete report upon that subject to the Legislature,
and to make recommendations which, because they were not
sensational, were thrown into the legislative scrap-basket.
Now certain gentlemen have become so deeply aroused
because of the consequences resulting from the wilful blind-
ness of their predecessors, that they too find their vision
deranged to the extent that they can see only red, and there-
fore do not hesitate to pursue the Russian methods success-



Civic AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 3175

fully adopted by the Procurator of the Holy Synod of sub-
jecting even a religious organization to insult and ignominy.
If such methods are to be adopted, then I fear that those who
pursue them are themselves in dire nced of Americanization.”

10. The Carnegie Foundation, New York City, Allan T. Burns,
director of Americanization, November 7, 1919,

Following is the substance of Mr. Burns’ talk on “ What is
Americanization ¢ ” before the Society of Ethical Culture, Council
of Jewish Women and United Neighborhood Houses:

“Americanization is self-determination. The only way
there came to be any white Americans was because there
were in Europe people of self-determination. Much self-
determination is necessary for an immigrant to pull up roots
and leave his home in Europe.

“Americans have self-dependence and self-determination,
which accounts for the fact that America can produce more
per dollar and per man than other countries. It also accounts
for the success of our army.

“Americanization does not mean anarchy; it means self-
determination of individuals up to the point where it must
be modified by the right of self-determination of others.
That is the reason for democracy. It is the merging and
fusing of the many self-assertions that brought about the
American Republic. Americans early found that their self-
assertion could find better satisfaction by compounding
their self-assertion with that of others. Thus came about the
town meetings— a typical traditional American institution.
America must continue to give range for self-determination,
giving room for self-determination to be developed into group
action where individual self-determination would restrict that
of others, if she is to continue to fill her unique place in the
world.

“The original Americans established little groups with a
common interest and began to meet the demand of the situa-
tion collectively where individual enterprise was insufficient.
The immigrants of today do the same thing. Democracy
through practice in democracy is the way that the immigrant
has been merged as successfully as he has with our great
American commonwealth, and I think he has been merged
remarkably successfully.
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“There is a community of Finns up in New England.
They meet the exigencies of life through their own resources
and methods. Five or six thousand of these Finns have
developed their own community theatre and music hall.
They have a musical and dramatic director. They opened
their theatre by giving ‘As You Like It’ in Finnish. All
this is a result of their own determination to have culture.
The Finns in New York City last year were practically the
only people who were putting up tenements. It was made
possible because up in that New England town the ¥inns have
learned how to conduct their own banking business in a
co-operative credit union. They had classes in English and
citizenship long before anybody else in the town thought
of providing them. The Finns have their own boarding
houses, their own restaurants and a farm where people may
go for weck-end picnies in the summer. Their most remark-
able development is meeting the high cost of living. They
sell themselves milk at 18 cents per quart, because they do it
on a co-operative plan. They also have their own grocery
stores run on a co-operative basis. The Finnish group that
is doing this, five or six years ago announced themselves as
Reds. At first the new measures were voted down because
they thought they would interfere with the revolution that
they contemplated. But the few men persisted until over
onc thousand men have joined in these various forms of col-
lective action. They have all ceased to be revolutionists.
They have lcarned by doing. There is still a handful of
red Finns but the great bulk have learned that democracy
must be practiced in their small groups. They are learn-
ing Americanism the way our forefathers invented it.

“I went to the Metropolitan Opera House one evening
and sat way up top with a group of Italians who very much
enjoyed the performance (which by the way was an immi-
grant opera) and in this way an American institution was
being placed at their disposal. The next evening I visited
a Lettish lodge uptown where the Letts were giving a per-
formance of their own. Interest centered around a young
violinist. I found that the Lettish lodge had subscribed
sufficient funds to enable this boy to study with Damrosch.
I contrasted this active work of self-determination with the
incident of the Ttalians at #iie Opera. It is a problem not to
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let there be a number of groups of foreigners splitting up
the country. The great number of groups must think of
their needs that are common to all the groups— problems
that are bigger than any one group can take care of. The
foreigners are more conscious of this than the native
American.

“There is a Ukrainian settlement house on Sixth street.
They got together about $75,000 and built the house. One
of the leaders went about and studied our settlements and
tried to adapt them to the needs of his people. ~After a time
they felt that they had gotten to the end of their string
and felt that they needed the help of Americans. The leader
said that in the five years that their settlement house has
been opened, he has never been invited to go to any other
settlement house in New York.

“A group of Italian societies got together in Chicago for
a picnic, because they felt that they needed to draw on the
Americans for co-operation, so they federated in order to
obtain recognition. The labor leaders were at the picnic.
The state legislature and the city government had representa-
tives at the picnic thinking that they would be a fertile
ground to work on; but no health interest and no welfare
interest was represented.

“The grouping of the immigrant for American assistance
is an expression of self-determination. We ought to per-
suade the immigrants to adopt the plans of welfare that we
are creating. We cannot make them Americans by making
them puppets. The Amateur Athletic Union has probably
done as good a piece of work as has been done in American-
ization. That is only one field, but in the athletic field the
immigrant has been 100 per cent. Americanized. There is
one single standard uniformly accepted and applied in
athletics in the United States. The Amateur Athletic Union
has established a uniform basis for competition in athletics.
All the matches and races are according to a common
standard. The Athletic Union realized that they must get
the delegates into a common parliamentary body to have
a uniform athletic standard. On equal footing the foreign-
ers compete with the Americans. This is the most perfect
method of Americanizaticn that we have found.
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“In one town where the Poles invaded the Connecticut
valley things are paralyzed. The town is dead civicly. The
old Americans resented the coming of these new Amerieans
and their persistency in buying the old farms. On account
of the more intensive cultivation methods of the Poles they
can afford to pay more for the farm lands than the Amer-
icans. In another town of the same size and the same pro-
portion of Poles, quite another condition existed. The old
Americans tried to keep the town from being wrecked by the
Poles.

“They all clubbed together, Catholics and Protestants
alike, and built a Catholic Church for the Poles and they
rallied to this new church and formed a responsible group.
This town has forged ahead because it has found an Amer-
ican way of Americanizing Poles. When they need the sup-
port of the Polish contingency in the town, they have a united
body to call upon.

“The United States has discovered for the rest of us
the most successful method of Americanization, a method
which preserves the self-respect of the new as well as the
old Americans. They found this out by their method of
approach to the foreign-born in the Liberty Loan drives.
It was a German-American who suggested the scheme of
approaching the foreigners through their own institutions
and through their own leaders with the result that 40 to 50
per cent. of the amount subscribed to the various loans was
from foreign-born residents.”

11. Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York, 65 Liberty

street, New York City, Howard Finney.

Officers.— President, Alfred E. Marling; vice-presidents:
Philip A. S. Franklin, James A. Farrell, Samuel Rea, Frank K.
Sturgis, Henry P. Davison, T. DeWitt Cuyler, J. Pierpont Mor-
gan, George ¥, Baker, Frank Trumbull, Samuel W. Fairchild,
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., Jacob H. Schiff; treasurer, William H.

Porter; chairman, Executive Committee, Welding Ring.

CuaMBER oF CoMMERCE oF THE STATE oF NEw YORK

The following report was unanimously adopted by the Chamber
of Commerce of the State of New York, at its monthly meeting,

November 1, 1917:
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Americanization Campaign
To the Chamber of Commerce:

The Committee on Aliens, of the Mayor’s Committee on
National Defense, has undertaken the important work of the
Americanization of the foreign-born population of this city, and
is desirous of securing the active co-operation of the Chamber of
Commerce.

The field covered by the Americanization campaign planned
embraces the five boroughs of New York City, in which there are
at the present time more than 500,000 adults who neither read,
write nor understand the English language. This great body of
aliens is out of touch with American ideals, and is not properly
informed of the duties, liabilities and privileges of citizens and
residents of this country. These aliens are misled by propaganda
of a seditious nature in their foreign press and through the utter-
ances of agitators on street corners and in their clubs. The
Mayor’s Committee has planned a remedy which it is hoped will
meet the emergency created by the war. Classes have been
formed at the night schools for the purpose of teaching thcse
foreign-born citizens the duties and privileges of American citizen-
ship. An experiment at Public School 25 last summer showed
the efficiency of this method. During the hottest days of July
and August, an attendance of 85 per cent. of the enrollment was
maintained. An appropriation of $102,000 has been made by the
Board of Education for extending and improving the night
schools.

The practical results of this campaign would be not only that
the spirit of patriotism would be aroused and the ideals for which
this country stands made known, but there would be a direct
economic benefit to employers if all their employees were to have
a working knowledge of the English language.

The Mayor’s Committee on Aliens specifically requests
that employers give preference to employees having certificates
of attendance at night schools and that they urge all their foreign-
born employees to attend. They are also asked to inform them,
by means of payroll slips, posters, etc., that the schools are open.
When, by reason of the character of their employment or their
position, certain employees cannot attend the night schools,
employers are asked to permit the formation of classes in their
various establishments during working hours, in order that
instruction in English, civics and c'*izenship may be given.
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Various commercial and civic organizations of the city have
appointed special committees to co-operate with the Mayor’s Com-
mittee, which is acting as a clearing house for all agencies in
the city who can assist in the Americanization Campaign. Your
Committee on Commercial Education feels that this matter is
an important one and that hearty support should be given the
Mayor’s Committee.

Your Committee requests that authority be given it to com-
municate with the members of the Chamber, urging them to
carry out the suggestions of the Mayor’s Committee as above out-
lined, and to this end offers for adoption the following resolutions:

Resolved, That the Chamber of Commerce of the State of New
York indorses the Americanization Campaign which has been
planned by the Committee on Aliens of the Mayor’s Committee
on National Defense, and urges its members to co-operate in
carrying out the plans of the Committee; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chamber’s Committee on Commerecial Edu-
cation be authorized to bring to the attention of the members of
the Chamber the objects of the Campaign, and to assist in its
furtherance in whatever way the Committee may deem best.

Respectfully submitted,

Howarp C. SmrtH, Chairman,
Jurio F. Sorzano,
AreExaxpEr C. HuMPHREYS,
LioNEL SuTro,
Josepn H. SEars,
WirrLiam W. HEeroy,
Of the Committee on Commercial Education.
Attest:
Cuarres T. GWYNNE, Eveexe H. OUTERBRIDGE,
Secretary. President.
New York, November 16, 19117.

CusamBER or COMMERCE oF THE STATE oF NEw YORK
At the regular meeting of the Chamber of Commerce of the
State of New York, held June 6, 1918, the following preamble
and resolutions from the Committee on Commercial Education
were unanimously adopted :
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National Movements for Americanization of Aliens
To the Chamber of Commerce:

Your Committee on Commercial Education has for several
months given much attention to the Americanization of aliens.
At the monthly meeting last November a report was presented
outlining the work being done in this city by the Committee on
Aliens of the Mayor’s Committee on National Defcnse. The
Chamber at that time adopted a resolution indorsing the Amer-
icanization Campaign and urging its members to co-operate.

At the April meeting a short report was made of the attendance
of the acting chairman of your Committee at a conference at
Washington called by the Hon. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of
the Interior, to consider the Americanization of the alien. As a
result of this conference Secretary Lane appointed a committee,
composed of men well-known throughout the United States and
including Arthur S. Somers, President of New York Board of
Education, to take steps to bring about a nation-wide Amer-
icanization Campaign.

This Committee has under consideration comprehensive and
far-reaching legislation for promoting Americanization of aliens.
So far two bills have been drafted to accomplish the desired ends.
Mr. H. H. Wheaton, chairman of the Executive Committee of
the Advisory Council on Americanization to the United States
Bureau of Education, appointed by the Commissioner of Educa-
tion, describes these bills briefly as follows:

“(1) A bill to provide, through education, for the promo-
tion of the common use of the English language, patriotism,
industrial efficiency and national unity.

“(2) A bill to provide for the promotion of immigrant
education; to provide for co-operation with the states and
territories.

“The object of the first bill is to provide the United
States Bureau of Education with a minimum appropriation
for the purpose of ecarrying out the national program of
Americanization entered into jointly with the Council of
National Defense.

“The second bill appropriates federal aid to the several
states for the purpose of Americanizing. through education
the 5,000,000 non-English-speaking immigrants residing in
this country. The principal fund carried in the bill begins
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at $2,500,000 and is increased annually $500,000 until the
sum of $5,000,000 is reached. A second fund provides a
sum of $75,000 annually for the training of teachers who
are to do the work. A third fund provides for the education
of incoming immigrants after the war, when the number
admitted reaches 250,000 or more.”

These proposed bills are likely to receive many changes as to
details before final enactment into law, and regarding these
details your Committee at the present time has no specific recom-
mendations to make. Your Committee, however, believes it is
necessary that Americanization be made a national movement,
as is comprehended by these bills. It is essential to the nation
that those who live and earn their livelihood in America should
learn our language. Those who do not know English cannot read
the laws that govern them or understand the American institu-
tions which surround them. By learning our language the resi-
dent foreigner increases his own efficiency and enlarges his oppor-
tunities, while at the same time our nation is solidified.

Because of these considerations your Committee offers the
following resolution for your adoption:

Resolved, That the Chamber of Commerce of the State of
New York indorses the Americanization Campaign which has
been planned by the Committee appointed by the Honorable
Franklin K. Lane, and approves the bills in their broader sense,
awaiting the revised details on which the said Committee is now
engaged ; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chamber’s Committee on Cqmmercial Edu-
cation be authorized to bring to the attention of the members
of the Chamber the objects of the bills, when enacted into law,
and to request all our members to co-operate in every way feasible
in this Federal Americanization Campaign.

In connection with this Americanization Campaign your Com-
mittee has learned that Secretary Lane proposes to call a mass
meeting early in September, to be held in this ecity at Madison
Square Garden, and desires that the Chamber of Commerce and
other commercial bodies be represented. The following resolu-
tion therefore is offered: _

Resolved, That the Chamber of Commerce of the State of New
York hereby gives authority to the Committee on Commercial
Education that it may represent the Chamber at the American-
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ization mass meeting to be held in September at Madison Square
Garden, and that the Committee may co-operate and assist in this
meeting.
Lioner SuTro, Acting Chairman.
Arexanper C. HuMPHREYS,
Joseru H. SEars,
WirLiam W. HEeroy,
Epmunp Dwicnr,
Of the Committee on Commercial Education.
Attest:
Cxarres T. GwyNNE, Avrrep E. MarLING,
Secretary. President,
New Yorx, June 7, 1918.

CuamBEr oF COMMERCE oF THE STATE or NEW YORK
At the regular monthly meeting of the Chamber of Commerce
of the State of New York, held March 6, 1919, the following
report presented by its Committee on Commercial Education was
unanimously adopted:

National Measures to Eradicate Illiteracy Urged
To the Chamber of Commerce:

A bill has been introduced into Congress, number 5464 in the
Senate and 15402 in the House, to promote the education of
native illiterates. It provides for co-operation with the states
and municipalities in the encouragement and support of educa-
tion which will teach illiterates the English language, the funda-
mental principles of government and citizenship, and other
knowledge useful for “successful living and intelligent American
citizenship.” The measure contemplates the expenditures by
Congress of $100,000,000, spread over eight years, and a like
sum by states and municipalities.

The passage of this bill will enable a national educational
campaign to banish illiteracy from the nation. At the time of
our last census, in 1910, there were 5,500,000 persons in the
United States over ten years of age who were unable to read or
write in any language. Even in New York State, one of every
eighteen persons was thus handicapped; while in the Scuthern
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states illiteracy was much more prevalent. ILouisiana had one
illiterate for every three persoms. In the first draft last year,
700,000 men registered who were unable to read or write.
Competent authorities have estimated that our nation contains
today fully 5,000,000 illiterates and 5,000,000 “ near illiterates,”
making our illiterate population nearly one-tenth of the people
in the United States.

Illiteracy must be eradicated as a serious danger and menace
to democratic government. Aside from its effect on economic
waste and efficiency the whole structure of our government is
based upon the intelligence of the voter and no greater work for
the permanence of sober self-government can be done than by
obliteration of illiteracy.

Your Committee on Commercial Education is of the opinion
that an important step toward eliminating illiteracy can only be
obtained by a systematic educational campaign on a national
scale. This is contemplated in the bill now in Congress.

Therefore, the following resolutions are offered for your
adoption:

Resolved, That the Chamber of Commerce of the State of New
York favors the enactment into law of S. 5464, H. R. 15402 or
a similar measure, to diminish illiteracy and spread education as
a national plan; for proper education prevents poverty and vice,
and prepares men for the adequate performance of their social
and civic duties; and be it further 4

Resolwed, That copies of this report and resolution be sent to
the Senate Committee on Education and Labor and the House
Committee on Education.

Howarp C. Syity, Chairman,
Avrexanper C. HuMPHREYS,
Lioner Svurro,
FrEpERICK J. LisMAN,
Wirrian W. Heroy,
EpMunp DwigHT,
Of the Committee on Commercial Education.
Attest:
Cuarres T. GwyNNE, Avrrrep E. MarLING,
Secretary. President.

New Yorx, March 7, 1919.
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i2. Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association, 16 Mott street,
New York City, Lee To, chairman, March 19, 1920:

“In reply to your letter of March 2d with respect to our
organization, I am glad to give you the information desired.

“Our Association Chung Wah Kung Saw, or name in
English, Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association, is just
what its name implies. It aims to help and promote peaceful
pursuits and the welfare of the Chinese living in New York
and vicinity — seeing that the sick are cared for; the dead
who have no relatives given burial; and the poor and desti-
tute relieved. Such expenses are defrayed by voluntary
contributions in particular cases or by annual contributions.
All Chinese without distinction are cared for in this man-
ner by us, if the cases are known to us or if help is applied
for. This is all our work and our association is chiefly sup-
ported by the established Chinese merchants in the city who
give annual contributions to us to carry on our work.

“We are non-sectarian, un-political, etc., only for
charitable work.”

13. Community Councils of New York City, Municipal Building,
New York City: '

Ezxecutive Committee— George Gordon Battle, chairman;
William C. Breed, treasurer; Mrs. H. Goster Armstrong, H. A.
E. Chandler, John Collier, Joseph P. Day, William L. Ettinger,
Virginia C. Gildersleeve, George J. Gillespie, I. E. Goldwasser,
Mrs. Helen Hartley Jenkins, Alfred J. Johnson, Rev. Robert F.
Keegan, George W. Loft, Henry MacDonald, Sara Graham-
Mulhall, Frank Oliver, James H. Post, Lawson Purdy, Thomas
Rock, Mrs. C. C. Rumsey, Mortimer L. Schiff, Mrs. V. G. Simk-
hovitch, Alfred E. Smith, Arthur S. Somers, Mrs. Charles L.
Tiffany, Mrs. Frank A. Vanderlip, Lillian D. Wald, Felix M.
Warburg, William G. Willcox, Mrs. Egerton L. Winthrop.

Americanization Committee.— Felix M. Warburg, chairman;
Mrs. August Belmont, H. A. E. Chandler, Mary Dreier, H. H.
Goldberger, Mrs. A. B. Hepburn, William Fellowes Morgan,
Nathaniel Phillips, Mrs. C. C. Rumsey, Finley J. Shepard,
Arthur S. Somers.

The plans of the Americanization Committee under the chair-
manship of Mr. Felix M. Warburg have not yet been fully
evolved. The delay is due to the necessity of awaiting the steps
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that the national government proposes to take in this field. More-
over, it seemed necessary to find just what form the =ouncils
themselves would take, as it was considered that they were in
themselves the greatest of all Americanization agencies, and the
work of the Committee would be largely that of making council
work reach and be effective among the foreign-born. The
activities usually comprised under the term Americanization
were, of course, to be supported. Local committees co-operate
with the night schools in forming classes and maintaining interest.
But beyond that the aim was to draw the foreign-born into par-
ticipation in general council activities, whether of welfare work
or recreation. Neighborliness operating in a systematic way is
the keynote. Efforts will be made to secure the aid on the local
committees of the racial leaders who can link their fellow country-
men to the councils. The nucleus of the local commidtee is,
therefore, the local school board, the local racial leadership, and
those in charge of the principal council activities. As the Fed-
eral government works out its plans, the councils will stand ready
to put them into effect.

14. The Constitutional League, Grand Central Palace, New York

City:
Wuo It Is

The following Americans have consented to serve on the com-
mittee for the Constitutional League:

Hon. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior.

Hon. Alfred E. Smith, Governor of New York.

Hon. Charles Evans Hughes.

Hon. William Philips, First Assistant Secretary of State.

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt, First Assistant Secretary of the
Navy.

His Eminence Cardinal Gibbons.

Right Reverend Bishop Burch.

Reverend Dr. Joseph Silverman.

Hon. William H. Edwards, Collector of Internal Revenue,
New York.

Jeremiah W. Jenks, L. L. D., Ph. D., Publicist.

Colonel Theodore Roosevelt.

Guy Emerson, vice-president, National Bank of Commerce.

Joseph Hartigan, manager, Foreign Language Division,
Govarnment Loan Organization.
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Jerome A. Myers, manager, Speakers’ Bureau, Government
Loan Organization.

W. B. Marsh, advertising manager, Government Loan
Organization.

Manny Strauss, consultant.

Hon. Herbert C. Pell, Jr., 17th New York Congressional
District.

William DeForest Manice, O’Brien, Boardman, Parker & Fox,
treasurer.

Waar It Is

The Constitutional League is a voluntary association of citizens
who believe in the Government of the United States and who con-
sider its underlying principles, as evidenced by the Constitution,
a true expression of the fundamental rights and liberties of the
people.

Its Prarrorm

If the people of America read and understand the Constitution
of the United States, there will be no question of any other form
of government for America.

We have tried the Constitution and it has worked satisfactorily
for 135 years, during which time the United States has grown to
be the greatest nation in the world. Let us not lightly consider
casting it aside.

Wuar It Proroses To Do

This organizatien proposes to do the following concrete things:

1. Put a copy of the United States Constitution into every one
of the 20,000,000 homes in America.

2. Explain the Constitution by the spoken word in every publie
forum.

3. Translate the Constitution into not less than sixteen foreign
languages commonly spoken and read by Americans of forelgn
birth and extraction.

4. Explaln the Constitution by means of motion picture slides
and films in the 16,200 motion picture houses of America.

5. Have the Constltutlon taught to every American school
child.

6. Use the 15,100 newspapers and the thousands of magazines
in the country to develop a clearer understanding of the
Constitution.
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Wauar It Wirr AccomprisH

This organization will seek to accomplish the following results:

1. The preservation of American ideals.

2. The development of a clearer and more general understand-
ing of these ideals by all the people.

3. The encouragement of any activity, whether or not initiated
by the League, which will lead to sound Americanism.

4. The encouragement of open discussion of questions affecting
the fundamental principles upon which American institutions are
based.

5. The education of our alien population in the principles
underlying the Constitution of the United States.

Waar It Wiz Nor Do
The organization will not take part in any activity:
1. Which is controlled in aim by any class, creed or political

party.

2. Which seeks the aggrandizement of any individual or group
of individuals.

3. Which does not have for its purpose the greatest good of
America.

4. Which is purely local.

How It WirL Fu~crion

The organization proposes to accomplish results entirely
through education of the public mind. This will be brought
about by means of:

1. Volunteer speakers in motion picture houses, schools, facto-
ries and other public forums.

2. The distribution of printed matter.

8. Articles and statements in the public press.

4. Co-operation with other organizations or individuals.

Tue ExTEnt or ITs Work

The territorial extent of the organization’s work will be
national, limited only by the funds available.

How Irs Fuxps Are Usebp

Any funds contributed to the treasury of this organization will
be used as follows:
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. For printing and distribution of literature.

. In locating and training speakers.

. For salaries and necessary overhead expenses,
. For postage and stationery.

. For motion picture slides and films,

v GO RO M

15. Cooper Union, New York City, C. R. Richards, director,
October 10, 1919: 4

“In answer to your letter of October 9th, our work, as
far as it touches adult foreigners, is confined entirely to
technical and art courses. We do not deal directly with any
instruction in Americanization, but count on the general
atmosphere of the institution and the social activities of the
students to exercise a decided effect in this direction. On
Founder’s Day and at graduation, loyalty and civic duties
are the main theme of the addresses.

“The teachers for these classes of ours are selected with
the greatest care, not only as to their technical ability, but
with regard to their human qualities as teachers, and with
reference to their standing as citizens and members of the
community. Our salaries for evening teachers range from
four to six dollars a night.”

16. Federation of Galician and Bucovinian Jews of America,
66 Second avenue, New York City, J. Kirschenbaum, secretary,
March 21, 1920:

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

1. In 1904 the Federation of Galician and Bucovinian Jews
of America organized for the purpose of centralizing the Galician
and Bucovinian Jews in America for uplifting and American-
izing purposes.

2. The Federation of Galician and Bucovinian Jews of
America was successful in organizing about 400 branches — syna-
gogues, organizations and sick benevolent organizations and relief
committees. All of these organizations are today dcing splendid
work to help their brethren in the war stricken countries.

3. Up to the year 1915 the Federation of Gallician and
Bucovinian Jews of America was busily engaged in the support-
ing and keeping up of the Har Moriah Hospital, on Second street
and Avenue A. When the war broke out, the Federation of
Ga'ician and Bucovinian Jews of America was unable to keep
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up this hospital and, therefore, engaged all these branches in
patriotic duties. All branches of the Federation were instructed
to buy Liberty Loan Bonds and War Saving Stamps. The Fed-
eration has volunteered its own speakers and literature for this
cause. ;

4. In the run of this work, the Federation of Galician and
Bucovinian Jews of America had deemed it necessary to organize
a Reconstruction Committee for the purpose of uplifting morally
and financially our people on the other side. The Reconstrue-
tion Committee has elected officers of the following men:

Mr. William Fischman, 15 East 26th street, chairman; Mr.
Bernard Semel, 90 Grand street, vice-chairman; Mr. Isidore
Blauner, 1372 Broadway, treasurer.

5. This Reconstruction Committee has decided to give 15 per
cent. to each and every relief committee that has been organized
for the purpose of sending relief to their respective towns. With
this 15 per cent. the Reconstruction Committee means to encour-
age these organizations to send their money to the poor and war-
stricken people for whom this money was collected. Our office
has been advising individuals as well as relief committees to send
their relief money abroad in conjunction with either the People’s
Relief Committee or the Joint Distribution Committee. The
money to help the poor and war-stricken people was collected
from among the wealthy Jews individually, who are members of
our organization,

6. The work that has been engaging the attention of our office
from its very ina:guration, has been that of locating the relatives
of Galicians and Bucovinians in America for the relatives in
Europe. We have done this with the co-operation of our foreign
offices at Berne and Vienna, which have availed themselves of the
foreign newspapers and #f lists of the “ Kultusgemeinde” in their
effort to obtain the accurate whereabouts of Jews long since
driven from their native towrs. Here, in America, our office has
also kept in constant touch with the newspapers, advertising the
receipt of the mail, ete. We are constantly receiving important
and reliable information for the relief organizations in America,
and we, therefore, enable them to have a good way to send their
money without any special effort. By giving the addresses to
the American relatives of their European relatives, we enable
thousands of people on the other side to get direct help from their
own people, instead of receiving charity. Our purpose is to help
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the Jews on ‘““industrial basis,” instead of making them subject
to charity. We, therefore, uplift our people on a reconstruction
plan.

‘7. The Federation of Galician and Bucovinian Jews of
America knows every one of these societies; comes in personal
contact with them; knows their policies, their aims, their views
and demands. We know that these organizations have no political
policy. Their aim is to help one another financially, and to build
up a Social Circle for themselves.

8. Our office today is engaged in giving information to thou-
sands of Galician, Bucovinian and Polish Jews. We are receiv-
ing thousands of letters from Europe, which we distribute among
the organizations, and which we also give to them personally.
This has a splendid moral effect on them.

Relief Organizations which were Influenced Through Our Office
to Send Their Money to Their Relatives in Europe, Previous
to Our Premium of 15 Per Cent.

Long before the Reconstruction Committee had raised the fund
for giving 15 per cent. to each relief organization which would
send their collected money for the war sufferers in Kurope, our
office has carried on a wide campaign by organizing the organiza-
tions and through newspaper publicity, for the purpose of encour-
aging the organizations to send their collected relief money to
Europe. Among these organizations which we were successful -
in influencing to do the good work we find that the

Przemysler Relief Committee has sent.............. $10,000
Tlumaczer Relief Committee has sent.............. 8,000
Stanislauer Relief Committee has sent............. 6,500
Samborer Relief Committee has sent............... 4,300
Broder Relief Committee has sent................. 2,500
Zolkievev Relief Committee has sent................ 3,650
Horodenker Relief Committee has sent............. 7,250
Burstiner Relief Committee has sent............... 3,200
Brzezaner Relief Committee has sent............... 2,200
Zalezciky Relief Committee has sent............... 1,850
Uscie-Beskupie Relief Committee has sent.......... 10,000
Tlusta Relief Committee has sent................. 3,500
Zurawna Relief Committee has sent............... 2,300
Bolechow Relief Committee has sent............... 10,000

Drohobyez Relief Committee has sent.............. 6,000
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Podhajce Relief Committee has sent............... $6,500
Czortkow Relief Committee has sent............... 10,000
Jaroslaw Relief Committee has sent................ 650
Sassow Relief Committee has sent................. 8,500
Nadworna Relief Committee has sent.............. 1,600
Sadagora Relief Committee has sent............... 6,500
Woulaczer Relief Committee has sent.............. 650
Sokal Belz Relief Committee has sent.............. 875

5,000

Dukla Relief Committee has sent. .....coveveenee..

Activity Report of the Organization for Relief Reorganization
Work for Galician and Bucovinian Societies and Relief
Organizations

What the Federation of Galician and Bucovinian Jews of

America has done for the relief organizations and societies: has
aided them in communicating with their relatives and com-
patriots of the other side; distributed letters from the old country
(both for the committee and for individuals); given them infor-
mation as to how to bring over and send money to their relatives;
gave them publicity in the various newspapers and sent special
speakers to their meetings; gave them 15 per cent. for each sum
which they sent to the war sufferers in their respective city or
town for relief.

Bobroka. Borislow.
Brzezow. Bolechow.
Zablotow. Zolkow.
Zloczow. Podkamien.
Prsemyslaner, Podwoloczyska.
Glinianer. Dukla.
Dolina. Skalar.
Wiznitz (Bue). Sienower.
Grodek-Jag. Petzenizner.
Jezierzany b. Czortkow. Kolomear.
Jarczow. Kossow.
Monasterzyska. Korolowka.
Mosty Wielki. Kutty.
Krystanopol. Roznatow.
Radichow. Rzeszow.

Sicnowa.
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What the Federation of Galician and Bucovinian Jews of
America has done for the relief organizations and societies: has
aided them in communicating with their relatives and com-
patriots of the other side; distributed letters from the old country
(both for the committee and for individuals); given them infor-
mation as to how to bring over and sent money to their relatives;
gave them publicity in the various newspapers and sent special
speakers to their meetings.*®

Belz. Drogina.
Bochna. Drohobitz.
Borochaczany. Dunajew.
Bialo-Bieltz. Frihstick.
Bialo b. Tarnopol. Felstin.
Brody. Gologore.
Budzanow. Gorlie.
Borszezow. Grzimalow.
Buczacz. Gribow.
Bolszowce. Grodzisk.
Biecz. Gwodziec.
Burstyn. Horodenka.
Borszow b. Prsemysl. Husiatyn.
Brzesko. Halicz.
Blazowa. Husakow.
Bratkowce b.- Stryj. Hornice.
Bachorz. Jareslow.
Bablanowa. Jaslau.
Babowa. Jaworow.
Czortkof. Jagielnice.
Czernelice. Jaslowee.
Czudee. Jadlowa.
Clieszanow. Jaczezobice.
Chorostkow. Jablonow.
Chodrow. Jaworzne.
Chirow. Kozowa.
Chierzanow. Kudrince.
Chlebowece. Krasno.
Chabowka. Kamienki.
Dobromil. Kolbaszow.
Delatin. Krakau.
Dombrawa. Kosow.
Dembie. Komarno.

* Repetition appears-in ‘original report-submitted to the Commitize.



Kopiczynce.
Kolaczyce.
Krakowiee.
Kupna.
Klasno.
Krascienko.
Krinice.
Kurszany.
Kamenice.
Luzan (Bue).
Lezaisk.
Limanow.
Lancut.
Lawoczne.
Lisk.

Lacko.
Lemberg.
Mielec.
Mykolajow.
Moszeyska.

Martinow-nowa.

Muszina.
Morszin.
Mislenie.
Neu-Sandee.
Nowa-Targ.
Nisko.
Nisznow.
Oswenein,
Olchowce.
Olpiny.
Olszice.
Olesky.
Olszany.
Probuzna.
Prochnik.
Perhensk.
Prsemys].
Podhajce.
Potok-Zlote.
Rawa-Ruska.
Rudny.
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Ropienka.
Radinmox.
Radomyszal.
Rozdol.
Rimanow.
Rohatyn.
Sezawnice.
Sutezowaw (Bue).
Sezerziec.
Stanislaw.
Sandowa-Wyszna.
Sandowieczka-Wyszna,
Stristanely.
Sadagora (Buc).
Solotwina.
Sokol.

Sokolow.
Sniatyn.
Strisow.
Strysow.

Skalat.

Sasow.

Sanok.

Sambor.
Stariny.

Skole.

Starosol.
Sendziszow.
Sianky.
Slawsky.

Skala.

Tlumaez.
Tarnobrzedg.
Turka.

Toporow.

Tlusty b. Saleszezykie.
Tauste.
Tismenic.
Tarnopol.
Tarnow.
Trembowla.
Tyezin,
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Ulaczkowee, Wielkie-Oczy.
Ulanow. Wielitezka-Male,
Usice Bes Kupie, Wolotzer.
Uscie-Dolna. Zamoscz.
Uscie-Zielona. Zalosce.

Uhnow. Zurawne.
Wojnicz. Zaleszezykie,
Wytkow-now. Zakoliczyn.
Wojnilow. Zasow.
Wojtkowa. Zagorsz-nowa.
Watowice. Zbarasz.

9. The Reconstruction Committee from the Federation of
Galician and Bucovinian Jews of America has sent clothing for
Polish war-stricken people. These clothes will be distributed
among our people wherever it will be possible for us to reach
them. The clothing was sent through Fred. A. Kirk & Company,
Inec., 72 Wall street, New York.

Our Office in Vienna
Our office in Vienna is spreading its activities throughout
Poland, and doing very good work among the many Galician and
Bucovinian Jews in Vienna. This office is known under the
name of the “ National Rath.” Tt is an organization which was
recognized by the Polish Jews of Eastern Europe. Their leaders
are well known Zionists. The office takes care of the children
of the refugees, giving them a professional and vocational train-
ing. The “National Rath” conduets the following branches and
offices
1. Employment Council, consisting of engineers and profes-
sional men qualified to guide applicants by suggestion of vocation
or profession most suited to their capabilities.
2. Office presenting statistics of the various industries, tech-
nical and architectural, for business men and laborers.
3. Employment Bureau for convenience of employers and
employees.
4. Vocational schools, where courses are given in accordance
with advice rendered by Employment Council:
1. Artistic bookbinding.
2. Carpentry.
8. Tailoring.
4. Key smithing.
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Instruction in the above studies are given by qualified and com-
petent men, '

5. Home for workingmen, including

1. Food.
2. Lodging.
3. Laundry and clothing.

Monthly budget for Fmployment Council is 10,500 K.

Monthly budget for Workingmen’s Home is 18,090 K.

Monthly budget for Vocational Schools is 92,002 K.

It is a known fact to most social workers that the “National
Rath” is doing supernatural work for the reconstruction of
Jewry in Galicia. The entire task of procuring political and
cconomical rights has been accomplished by the “ National Rath,”
through their representative at the Peace Conference in Paris.

17. Finnish Educational Association of Manhattan, 2056 Fifth
avenue, New York City, Henry L. Slobodin, attorney, March 23,
1920:

Calendar of the Finnish Workers’ Educational Society Club.
Sunday

Morning.— Gymnasium open for general athletic exercises.

Afternoon.— Lectures; debates followed by general discussion
mostly on the subject of co-operation and then their use to wage
workers.

Evening.— One-act play given by dramatic society; short
addresses; reading or recitation, followed by music and dance;
singing society, rehearsal, 2 ». M. Circulating library open from
7 p M to9 P M '

Monday

Men’s training night; wrestling; classes in English language.
Tuesday

Meeting of committee on entertainments at 8:30 2. ;
rehearsals of dramatic society; rehearsals of men’s singing
society; women’s training night.

Wednesday \

Rehearsals of dramatic society; rehearsals of women’s singing
socicty; gymnastics; general athletic exercises; debating clubj;
elocution exercises.

Thursday

Meceting of Naturalization Bureau: first and second papers;

class on United States and State Constitution; lectures on civies;
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discussions; classes in English language. Circulating library
open from 7 . M. to 9 p. M.
Friday .

Lectures on dramatic art; classes in elocution; rehearsals of
dramatic society; rehearsals of women’s singing society; chil-
dren’s night; singing; dancing; gymnastic exercises; entertain-
ment; buffet.

Saturday

Play by dramatic society, followed by dancing or singing by
singing societies; lectures; athletic exercises and dancing.

Reading room open every day from 10 a. u. to 10 p. M.

Information bureau open every week day from 10 A. . to
10 p. M.

Educational director: Wilhe Hedman.

Dramatic director: Kaarlo Nissinen.

Singing societies director: Juho Koskels.

Athletic director: John Aarins.

Orchestra leader: William E. Stein.

Civies and English: Wilhe Hedman.

Librarian: Wilhe Hedman.

Library of about 1,000 volumes, half English, half Finnish.

18. Girl Scouts, 189 Lexington avenue, New York City,
Miss Marion Lee Bishop, local director:

“The Girl Scout organization works with children from
ten years of age to eighteen. After that point, they are
urged to become leaders of groups. At every meeting, there
is a formal opening exrcise which includes the salute to
the flag and the singing of the first and last stanzas of the
¢Star Spangled Banner.’

‘“Before a girl can become a registered Scout, she must
know the history of our flag, a little about her state or town
government, the full name of the Governor of her state
and the full name of the President. Later, she is urged to
earn her civic badge. 4

“To obtain this badge a Scout must

“1. Be able to recite the preamble to the Constitution.

“9, Be able to state the chief requirements of citizen-
ship of a voter in her state, territory or distriet.

3. Be able to outline the prineipal points in the natural-
ization laws in the United States.



8198 CrrizensHiP TRAINING IN THE STATE oF NEw YORK

“4, Know how a president is elected and installed in
office, also method of electing vice-president, senators, rep-
resentatives, giving the term of office and salary of each.

“5. Be able to name the officers of the President’s
cabinet and their portfolios.

6. The number of Justices of the Supreme Court of
the United States, the method of their appointment and the
term of office.

“17. Know how the Governor of her state, the Lieutenant-
Governor, Senators and representatives are elected and their
term of office. Also explain the government of the District
of Columbia and give the method of filling the offices.

“8. Know the principal officers in her town or ecity and
how elected and the term of office.

9. Know the various city departments, and their duties,
such as fire, police, board of health, charities and education.

“10. Be able to name and give location of public build-
ings and points of interest in her city or town.

“11. Tell the history and object of the Declaration of
Independence.

“I am sorry that I cannot give you the numbers of the
girls of the various nationalities. But needless to say, we
have every type from Chinese and colored girls to Italians,
Russians, ete.,, and they are scattered all over New York
State, the greater number of them, however, being about
New York City.

“One type of organization work which we do is having
our girls act, when possible, as interpreters for people of
their nationality who have come to this country and are in
some slight difficulty. This has proved to be very helpful
both to the child and the families involved. Another type
of work which we lay stress on is that of organized troops
taking into their groups girls who have been in this eountry
a short time who know little or nothing about our ideals
and principles but who are eager for girl companionship and
naturally eager to learn all possible about this ‘ new country.’

“I might illustrate that by an example of a troop in
Long Island of girls of the better class who, last week, took
in a patrol of eight Italian girls whose parents speak no
English and the girls only broken English. A third type
. of work which we have been able to do is urging our older
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girls, that is, over eighteen, to go back into their community
and aid in the teaching of English in the night classes.
For instance, one Italian girl who has been a Seout for
five years is now giving three nights a week to the Public
School, teaching her neighborhood fathers and mothers
English.”

19. Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society of America,
229 East Broadway, New York City, John L. Bernstein, Przsident,
December 1, and December 12, 1919:

“The Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society of
America is a national institution engaged in Jewish immi-
grant aid work. It provides immigrants with temporary
shelter, food and clothing; it prevents them from becoming
public charges by helping them to obtain employment; it
discourages their settling in congested cities; it encourages
them to follow agricultural pursuits. The Society takes
proper measures to prevent ineligible persons from immi-
grating into the United States.

“The steps we take to prevent such persons from coming
to the United States are:

“1. Our Information Bureau is consulted by thousands
of persons annually who desire to send for relatives. We
elicit from them all information in regard to their relatives
and if in our opinion they are inadmissible for reasons above
stated, we urge the applicants not to send for them.

“2. We also receive letters from persons throughout the
country who desire to send for their relatives. With the
information we receive we are often able to advise whether
they can send for their relatives.

“3. Often letters are received from individuals abroad
giving information about themselves and asking whether
they are admissible under our laws. Our answers dis-
courage and prevent ineligibles from coming here.

“4. Organizations abroad also write to us and we urge
upon them to see to it that inadmissible persons are not put
to the trouble and expense of coming to the United States.

5. Our office in Yokohama investigates every prospective
immigrant and prevents the emigration of persons who are
inadmissible. In some cases we have paid the transporta-
tion of ineligibles back to the original places from which
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they came, in order that they may not make any attempts
to sail for the United States.

“6. We have translated into Yiddish, for distribution
abroad, the United States Immigration Laws S0 that they
may be understood by all who read them.

“All our work here and abroad is done with’ the full
knowledge and co- operatlon of various departments of our
government.

“This Society also fosters American ideals among the
newcomers and instills in them through a knowledge of
American history and institutions a true patriotism and
love for their adopted country.

“The Society whose main office is at 229-231 East Broad-
way, New York City, has branches in Boston, Baltimore,
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, and Yoke-
hama, Japan. Offices are also maintained in Washington,
D. C., and at Ellis Island, New York Harbor. The Society
is also represented in other cities of the United States by
national directors whose duty it is to interest themselves
in immigrants settling in their respective loealities.

“During the year 1918, 648 Jewish immigrants and 934
wayfarers were sheltered in our Home; 114,890 meals were
served; employment was found for 2,054 applicants. The
Information Bureau dealt with 9,318 cases. The Depart-
ment of Distribution directly assisted 715 immigrants.
The Bureau of Foreign Relations handled 7,339 concrete
cases besides answering many thousands of inquiries.

“The Department of Education has been a powerful
factor in Americanizing Jewish immigrants. During the
period of the war 34,848 immigrants were aided in securing
their first papers; 6,676 were helped to obtain their final
papers and 113 lectures on American institutions and eitizen-
ship were delivered.

“During the period of the war, the Hebrew Sheltering
and Immigrant Aid Society of America aided in saving
33,724 Jewish war refugees. ~Through its efforts these"
refugees were helped on the journey by being sheltered.
They were given such other relief as was necessary and
were finally reunited with their relatives in the United
States and other countries. For this purpose a Home was
opened in Yokohama Japan, and bureaus were maintained
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in Harbin and Vladivostok, the relief work being extended
to Irkutsk, Tomsk and Omsk.

“Our statistics show that during the ten years ended
December 31, 1918, 482,742 Jewish immigrants entered the
United States. These emigrated from practically every
country of Europe and the East. The Ellis Island Bureau
interceded in 28,884 cases of these immigrants held for
special inquiry and succeeded in securing the admission of
22,760 on rehearings and appeals made to the Department
of Labor in Washington. The Distribution Department
sent 84,023 immigrants to their respective destinations;
32,022 persons were sheltered in the Home, where 1,176,000
meals were served. The Employment Bureau found posi-
tions for 21,145 applicants and the Bureau of Education
assisted 64,298 immigrants to secure their naturalization
papers, conducted 525 classes and lectures on Americaniza-
tion and distributed 345,661 newspapers and periodicals to
immigrants. The Bureau of Information gave advice to
750,000 people. The Bureau of Foreign Relations was of
service to 681,816 persons in facilitating communication
with relatives.

“Permit me to suggest in connection with your inquiry
as to what should be done to interest the immigrant in
American institutions, that it might be a good plan to
utilize the thousands of foreign organizations conducted by
immigrants, such as fraternal lodges, synagogues, churches
and ladies’ aid societies for the purpose of stimulating
Americanization. There are thousands of societies of that
kind in New York City alone. By enlisting the aid of all
these organizations each one of them would become an
Americanization center. Arrangements could be made
whereby speakers shall attend the meetings of the societies
and deliver addresses upon Americanization or other specific
topies affecting this country. These men might also dis-
tribute literature written both in English and in the mother
tongue of the immigrant upon American history, civies, ete.

“Aside from lectures and literature, the immigrants might
be reached through classes. The classes should be for adults
and such youths as are too old to attend the day schools.
The difficulty, it seems to me, has hitherto been to attract
sufficient adults to the night classes. Toiling workers have

101
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been too tired to take advantage of these educational
facilities. Women have hardly been reached at all. We
would suggest the opening of what is termed ¢twilight
classes.” These classes would meet between the time the
workers leave the shops and before they sit down to supper.
These classes could be conducted in the vicinity of the fae-
tories and should last for about three-quarters of an hour,
daily. Such a system would have the advantage of not
depriving the men and women and particularly the young
people of their evening recreation. Special classes should
be opened for adult women, not necessarily workers, but the
mothers who at present have no opportunity to learn English.

“Tt is also suggested that the various Boards of Education,
Chambers of Commerce and other local community organiza-
tions should also co-operate in this work. Literature dealing
specifically with Americanization should be printed in the
mother tongue of the immigrants. This literature should
deal with the broad aspects of American history, the pur-
poses of American institutions and the duties of citizens.
As the immigrant becomes more versatile in English, he
should be given simple English books to read.”

20. The Hungarian Society of New York, 126th street and Lenox
avenue, New York City, Joseph Birnbaum, secretary, March 22,
1920:

ArrioLE I
Records and Objects of the Society

