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SENIOR ETHNIC FIND-A PROGRAM
OF VISTA

Mr. TAFT. Mr. President, it seems ap
propriate to me at this time to empha
size "good in Government" by recogniz
ing a fine Federal program that is excel
llng in its purpose. The prograni', Sen:or
Ethnic Find, was conceived by a bright,
young Government worker, Myron B.
Kuropas, Chicago regional director of
ACTION, and is administered by
VISTA-Volunteers in Service to Amer-
ica; 'I

As a special tribute to the program'S
innovator, Myron B. Kuropas, and the

. VOlunteers, who have served so dil1gently

came to an end Friday and charges that a
band of scl~ntlsts had ganged up on the
giant mining firm.

The hearing on a petition by Anaconda for
permission to Violate Montana, alr-quallty
standards on sUlfur-oxide emissions Is
scheduled to resume July 15 at; the Smelter
City tllat bears the company name.

"It becomes increasingly clear that there
has been a concerted, well directed and well
timed attack," said Urban L. Roth; a Butte
lawyer for the Anaconda Co.; as the fifth day
of the Board of Health hearing, began Friday.

Roth objected to the remarks of many of
the 16 persons,.Who have appeared since
Wednesday during' the publlc-testlmony
phase of the hearing.

Earlier In the hearing, three Anaconda
witnesses appeared. The mining firm had re
quested a recess in the hearing ta gain more
time to prepare arlmments: More Anaconda
testimony and:witnesses for. the state health
agency wlll.be heard In mid-July. '

Roth said Anaconda was surprised to find
"an army of well-prepared experts" ready to
testify against thepetltlon. He specifically
objected to the testimony of four offtclals
from the U.S. Environmental ProtectIon
Agency and the remarks of five members of
the Western Montana Scientific Committee
for Publlc Information, an" organization
based at the University of Montana.

Those two organizations appeared in oppo
sition to Anaconda's petition. Roth alleged
.both organizations had prepared their testi
mony on the matter far enough in advance
of the hearing to Intervene through adminis-
trative channels. '

He said the organizations Instead chose to
hide behind the guise of "publlc testimony"
to make "self-serving statements," gratUi
tous remarks and editorial comments."

Roth said the organized opponents to
Anaconda should have notified the firm In
advance to allow lawyers for the company to
prepare for cross' examlnatlolf' and to take
depositions from wltnesses'prlor to the
hearing;

Regulations set by' the Board of Health
reqUire control of 90, per cent of sulfur
OXides, a byproduct of the production of 35
mlllion poundS" of' copper' monthly at: the

'smelter. Anaconda Offtcials have said the best
they can do Is 59 per cent control.
, The health agency disagrees.

Arden Shenker, a Portland; Ore., lawyer
who heads the state's legal team, defended
the right of the Envtronmental Protection
Agency to appear as part of' the general
publlC.

Shenker said the federal agency hll!1 a pUb
lic responslbl11ty to speak out and should not
be criticized for, performing that duty.

Mr. METCALF. Mr. President, this in
cident points up the need for Federal as
sistance and experienced and knowledge
able counsel to represent the public In
terestin all such case,s.

to make this program a success, I ask
unanimous consent to print in the RECORD
a complimentary article which appeared
in the Philadelphia Sunday Bulletin on
April 14, 1974.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows: .

ELDERLY ETHNICS, POOR BUT PROUD, GET
FEDERAL AID

DETROIT.-Tucked. away in ethnic pockets
In large AmerIcan cities are thousands. of
poor and disadvantaged senior citlzens,many
of them Immigrants who do not speak Eng
Ush and are unaware of aid availableto them.
l,A federally funded eff6r'j; to rellch an.d as
sIst them Is now making Inroads'iil four mid
western cities including Detroit; The success
rate Is s.o high that the project wilt'prob!'l-bly
expand'to other regions of th~ country.
- The program, called "Senior Ethnic Find,"
was Initiated' in Chicago in 1972 by VISTA
(Voluriteers In Service t~'Alnerlca) under
Illinois sponsorship. . - l

.,' Since then, the program has' expanded
tinder local sponsorship to Gary, Ind., Cleve
lari'd and 'Detroit; and riew programs are
being planned In MilwaUkee arid Minnea.p-
oils; . ,

MANY LEFT OUT

The. program ,IS' the bral~Chllci()f Moyron
Kuropas, Chicago regional director of Action,
the federal agency which administers VISTA,
the Peace Corps arid other volunteer agencies.
,Kuropas had, been looking for a program
that could address Itself to a group he felt

,was being Ignored-white ethhic.Amerlcans.
, '''Being white ethnic myself," the son of
Ukrainian Immigrants explained, "I had the
general feeling that when it came to social
action programs, these people felt they had
been left out, and all the programs were for
so-called mlnoritIes and not for them."

The pilot' program In Chicago uncovered
widespread poverty among the aged. Most of
the neglected elderly, It was found, were Im
migrants to their present environment,
either from foreIgn nations or an entirely

'different rural environment. Many knew
little EngUsh and many others knew none at
all. '

The language'dlftlculty sparked the pro
gram's basIc premises: To assist the ethnic
elderly you have to speak their lanlmage.

DON'T WANT WELFARE •

Each of the 58 VISTA volunteers working
In the fOul' Midwestern programs is blllnlmal.
Most are ethnic elderly themselves.

"They are displaced people,they stUl feel
strange In this country," saId Mrs. Claire
KOWalski, 56, a Polish-speaking volunteer
who works In the Detroit enclave of Ham
tramck, a colorfUl area. of old world Poles,
Russians, Yugoslavs and Ukrainians.

"They don't want welfare-they're above
that-and they don't think other benefits
like state property tax rebates on rental
rebates affect them."

She recalled a case In which she helped an
English-speaking, woman With eye trouble
find a Polish-speaking ophthalmologist.

"Sometimes they understand EngUsh but
only want to verify it In their own language,"
she said.

CHURCHES ASSIST

The volunteers contact the elderly through
a variety of church. cIVic and communIty
groups, and through advertisements. Once
they have been completely accepted by the
community, many of theIr new contacts are
through word of mouth.

One of the toughest chores Is trying to
convince the aged that the Government Is
not the ogre it may have been in their native
land, and that they have a right to apply for
food stamps or rent rebates.

"They feel like beggars taking handouts,"
explalned Alex Rackauskas, 63, a VISTA
worker in Chicago'S Lithuanian community.

"It's pride from the old country. Many
are so gratefUl for just being in the United
States that they would never complain."

NEEDS FACING SENIOR CITIZENS
Mr. MONDALE. Mr. President, Sena

tor GAYLORD NELSON recently discussed
the needs facing senior citizens in a
speech before the Wisconsin Allied
Council of Senior Citizens. He empha
sized that current Federal programs and
bUdgetary priorities do not adequately
meet these needs.

The problems of Wisconsin senior cit
izenS are the same for the elderly na
tionwide: Low income, loneliness, lack
of'adequate housing and ,transportation,
and the high cost of ,health care. Sena
tor NELSON suPPOrts expanded programs
for mass transit, home health care,
health insurance' coverage, tax' reform,
pension reform, liberalized retirement in
come credit, upgraded retirement eam
ings test", housing for the low-income and
elderly, public service jobs, and reduced
prescription drug costs.

Senator NELSON has been responsible
for many changes in Federal laws that
benefit the elderly. He led the legisla
tive battle to extendpubl1c service job
programs such as .Green Thumb and
Green Light, which give elderly citizens
part-time employment. He has sponsored
,far-reaChing proposals to reform the
Federal drug law, which grew out of
more than 6 years' of hearings that the
Monopoly Subcommittee, which he
chairs, has conducted. He has led the
fight for pension and tax reform. And
his efforts to make the world a healthier
place tp live-cthrough environmental
clean-up-have been persistent and un-
matched over many years. ,

I commend his recent speech to our
colleagues, and Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to have it printed in
the RECORD. •

There being no objection, the speech
.was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:
SENATOR GAYLORD NELSON'S REMARKS AT ,THE

ANNUAL CONVENTION OF ALLIED COUNCn. OJ'
SENIOR CITIZENS OF WISCONSIN, INC.

It Is Indeed a pleasure to be here again,
and to bring you up to date on what has been
happening In Congress and the Federal Gov
ernment since I appeared here 2 years ago.
. Certainly, your voice has been heard con
sistently In Congress, and this kind of effec
tive voice on behalf of senior citizens brings
about change.

To mention a few (and I see a number of
old friends here today): Dave Sigman, your
program committee chairman and Chairman
of the State Legislative council, an old
friend. .. Herman Luedke, your executive
secretary ... August (Augle) Gamalskl, a
member of the executive board ... Floyd
Lucia, who has long been active on behalf of
senior citizens as a member of the State
Board on Aging. I would llke to pay particu
lar tribute to the president of the Allied
Council, Edward (Ed) SchrOedter, who I un
derstand is doing well, recuperating from a
recent heart attack. We wish him a very
speedy recovery and. return to his active
role as a long-time leader of Wisconsin's
senior citizens. Some of your goals have been
realized, some not, but the able leadership
and dedication of this very group of people
has had an Impact. .

Benjamin Franklin wrote In June 1740 in
Poor Richard's Almanac:
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"At 20 years of age,the will reigns; at 30,
the wit; and at 40, the jUdgment."

Franklin; ironically, wrote that when he
was only 34 years old.

We know that age places no llmits on
man's abUities, and, In fact, adds to his wis
dom and resources. Being "over 30" is an
attribute, not a llabl11ty.

Franklin, for example. who llved to age 84,
became Ambassador to France when be
was 70.

Interestingly enough. tbough. with all the
great medical technology which bas led to a
longer life. the tendency In the western
world, at least. is to "retire" earlier. I say "re
tire," because often th1s means simply a
change In what we were doing. a new be
ginning.

In the United States, age 65 is "official"
retirement age. In Norway and Ireland. it is
70; In Sweden and Iceland, 67; in Israel, it
is 63 for women. 65 for men; and in Russia,
Japan, Italy, Hungary, and Yugoslavia, re
tirement age is 55 for women and 60 for men.

While we are "retiring" peopie from the
so-called work force earlier, we are finding
that people are living longer than ever be
fore. This means that many vigorous and
productive years must be filled in a mean
ingful way.

Wisconsin's senior citizens are a unique
lot. in that there are more of them than In
most States of the union. Wisconsin citi
zens llve to an average age of 71.22 years,
according to the National Center for Health
Statistics. Close to 38.000 persons are over 85.
Wisconsin ranks 8th highest in the Nation
in life expectancy. That says something is
right about Wisconsin ... and about grOWing
old in Wisconsin.

About 14% of the state's total population
is over 65. That amounts to about 550,000
people.

,Unfortunately, a long life does not neces
sarily mean comfortable or happy years after
"retirement." The phenomenon of prolong
Ing life has brought with it problems in
aging.

Today, in the United states, there is a
net Increase every day of almost 1,000 persons
in the aged population. There are about 15
million Americans between ages 611 and 74.
There are about 7,000 centenarians In the
United States today who are social security
beneficiaries. In Wisconsin, as of December,
1973, there were an' estimated 165 cente
narians on social security.

One very Interesting statistic is that the
number of those Hving to 75 years and over
is rapidly Increasing, .and is expected to
reach almost 35 percent of all the elderly
by the year 2000.,

In 1900. there were 3.1 million persons
65. or over. By the yeaJ; 2000, there will be
some 30 million persons over 65.

This Incredible Increase In life span, how
ever, is not always coupled with the good life.

There are many problems with growing old
,in America. despite efforts to make these
years comfortable.

Wisconsin senior citizens and the state
Board on Aging tell me that the 5 major
problems faced by senior citizens are low in
come, lonellness, lack of adequate housing,
lack of transportation. and the high cost
of health care.

Two years ago I stood before this group
and d1scussed what Congress had done to
improve the lot of America's senior citizens.
A great many things have been done at
the Federal, State. and local level to improve
the situation. but far from enough.

Social security.benefits have increased by
68.5 percent since. 1969. President Nixon,
while taking credit for these Increases In a
notice tucked into 1972 social security checks,
would have Increased social security by no
morethan 28 percent. We now see, however,
that the large Increases which congress voted
for social security are not enough to match

Infiation, despite a cost of liVing escalator
provision.

A major step was taken to make social
security increases "inflation-prOOf" when
congress, in 1972. adopted the cost-of-llv1ng
yearly adjustments provision. For years,
many of us have been advocating such an
escalator clause. I supported this step more
than 6 years ago. Unfortunately, the current
inflation is so rapid that the adjustment
has not caught up with the cost of llvlng,
despite.the 20% social security Increase
that Congress passed In 1972 and the 11 %
passed In 1974. The Senate Special Commit
tee on Aging annual report, issUed May 16,
1974, says:

"Since September 1972-the effective date
of the 20% social security Increase-the
overall cost of llvlng has Increased by 18.4%,
but food has Jumped 27.5%, and certain
fuel oils for homes by 72.8% during that
same period. The net Income impact is that
the 11 % social security raise was' already
outdistanced when the elderly received their
first checks reflecting this increase."

As a result, about 8.5 mll1ion of the Na
tion's senior citizens live below the poverty
level. This Includes about 100,OOO--Or 20%
of Wisconsin's population over 65.

Other major reforms in recent years in
clude:

Increased payments for more than 3 mil
llon elderly widows and dependent widow
ers;

Liberalization of the retirement test un
der social security;

A new special minimum monthly payment
for persons with low lifetime earnings and
long periods of covered employment; and

Establishment of the supplement secu
rity Income program, which actually provides
an Income fioor for the aged, bUnd and
disabled.

More needs to be done, however. The sup
plemental security Income program was con
ceived originally to provide an adequate in
come base so that food stamps would no
longer be necessary. This was a mistake, we
found, and congress has tried, through four
additional ,laws, to correct this daw. The
problem still exists In Wisconsin, however,
and our office is exploring various approaches
to Insure that those With supplemental secur
ity Incomes do not lose either food stamps
or comparable cash payments. Wisconsin,
again, is in a unique situation of having very
high state income support. The problem we
have In Congress is not to penalize Wisconsin
for having higher than average income main
tenance programs.

Other needs that Congress is considering
Include:

A National Health Insurance Program. No
one disputes the need to make health care
avaUable to all at a price all can afford.
The only question is how to implement such
a system. I have always supported national
health insurance. A number of approaches
have been advocated. and Congress is now
getting down to the business of carefully con
sidp.ring all of the proposals. Some form of
national health insurance is likely to pass
in the near future.

An independent Social Security Adminis
tration is a proposal that your organization
is Interested in. This approach is contained
in one of the national health insurance bUls
(Kennedy-Mllls) and is proposed in a sep
arate bUl. which also would prohibit rnslllng
of messages with 80cial Security checks and
prOVide for the separation of the Social
Security Trust Fund from the unlfled budget.
There are strong and compelling arguments
in support of such a step.

Expanded medicare benefits are vitally im
portant. I have long advocated medicare cov
erage of prescription drugs. hearing aids, eye
glasses. and dentures. The Senate has passed
a bill to extendmedicare to out-patient drugs
that are essential for maintenance to those
with chronic illnesses. This issue wUl be care-

fUlly examined during the debate on a na
tional health InsUrance bill.

Home health care coverage must also be
expanded under any health insurance pro
gram. An amendment that I offered In 1972
and Which was enacted as part of the medi
care program, eliminated the requirement for
20 percent co-payment under part B Medi
care.

The Senate Committee on Aging has docu
mented that home health care cuts costs and
keeps people In their homes, where they want
to be. However, present laws encourage in
stitutionalization. It is estimated that pos
sibly 20 to 40 percent of the present popula
tion of institutionalized elderiy could be
maintained In the community if adequate
supportive services were available. The fact is,
however, that payments for home health care
under Medicare actually declined from $U5
million In 1970 to $69 mll1ion in 1972. At the
same time, the number of honie health agen
cies has declined. Several of tllO health in
surance bUls would expand home health cov
erage.

Tax reform is a major area that needs the
attention of Congress. I have long advo
cated clO8ing a number of tax 100pholEl6,
such as the 011 depletion allowance, and
strengthening the minimum tax. Money
saved by such action could be used for de
sirable social programs and. for tax rellef.

Pension reform is another area that Con
gress is addressing. A bUI containing pro
Visions that I have advocated is now the
SUbject of a conference between the House
and Senate. It is our hope that a meaning
ful pension reform b11l will be enacted
shortly, although it comes, for many of you,
too late.

The retirement income credit, which does
affect you, shOUld be improved and liberal
Ized. As you know, social security and rail
road retirement benefits are tax free, but the
same is not true of CiVil Service annUities.
The retirement tax credit was adopted in
1954 to provide retired teachers, policemen,
firemen and others in publlc employment
with the same tax relief given social secur
ity beneficiaries. This retirement tax credit,
however, has needed updating. The Senate
Finance Committee, of which I am a ""em
ber, approved an increase 10 the 15 % retire
ment income credit on April 8. The base
amount would. be increased from $1,524 to
.$2,500 for' single aged persons and from
$2,286 00$3,750 for elderly couples. It is my
expectation ,and.llOpe that the fUll Senate
will approve this liberalized retirement in
come credit in the near future.
Th~ retirement earnings test also needs

upgrading. The Senate passed an amendment
last year that would raise the allowable in
come from $2.400 to $3,000, before social se
curity benefits are reduced. This measure,
along with a. number of other social security
amendments, Is now awaiting conference ac
tion between the House and Senate.

The Federal housing program for low-in
come and elderly people must be unfrozen.

Publlc service joP. programs, and programs
like Green Thumb and Green Light, which
give elderly citizens part-time employment,
must be extended. As chairman of the Sen
ate Subcommittee on Employment, Man
power and Poverty, I led the legislative bat
tle to extend these programs and have al
ways work,ed for more adequate funding.

Federal assistance to rnsss transit must be
expanded, so that senior citizens have better
public transportation.

The cost of prescription drugs must be
brought within reason. As you know, the
Senate .Monopoly SUbcommittee, Which I
Chair, has produced some 80 volumes of
hearings on the practices of the drug indUS
try. Findings clearly show that the industry
will charge what the traffic will bear. Bills
that I have introduced are designed to im
prove drug testing mechanisms .and reduce
excessively high prices for drugs. These bUls
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are now the subject of hearings before the
Senate Health SUbcommittee.

Above all 'these factors Is the overriding
need to clean up our environment, and to
meet the problems of world resource short
ages.

At a time when these kinds of social and
environmental needs demand attention, It Is
interesting that the U.S. defense budget is
higher than during wartime. With practically
60% of the federal budget being spent on
m1l1tary-orlented costs (including current
m1l1tary expenditures, veterans benefits and
services, and interest on the national debt-
most of it war-incurred), the average Amer
ican family spends nearly $1,500 in general
taxes to pay for m1l1tary-related programs.
"This compares with $125 for education and
manpower, $63 for community development
and housing, and $45 for natural resources
and environmental programs.

Millions of Americans live in poverty .. .
drink substandard water ... are poisoned by
polluted air ..• and are malnourished.

This Is no time to be increasing military
expenditures and reducing social and envi
ronmental expenditures.

The adm1n1stration's proposed 1975 budget
for older Americans, however, would reduce
funding .for the older Americans act .•. re
quests no fun~ing for training of personnel
in the medical. field of aging and would cut
back rese"rch funding in geron~ology ... re
quests no funds for the employment section
of the older Americans community service
employment program . . . and continues a
policy of rejecting housing programs for the
elderly and the handicapped (section 202).

Oongress w111 be assessing these bUdget
proposals c~refully.

Senior citizens have. a right to expect a
comfortable and rewarding life in later years.

The kind of senior power that your orga
nization provides gives impetus to improv
ing the quality of life in these years.

Thank you.-----
STEWART ALSOP

Mr. RmICOFF. Mr. President, I knew
Stewart Alsop well and for many years.
Our paths crossed personally and jour
nalistically. I respected Stewart Alsop, I
admired him. He was a most special man;
a broad gauged human being.

Stewart Alsop's writing is already a
vital chronicle of three decades of Amer
ican history. Broadened by the finest ed
ucation and tempered by battle, his was
at once a sensitive and tough view of na
tional and world events. A view that was
trusted; a view that shaped the per
spective and direction of opinion from
small town America to the most power
ful capitals in the world.

While his desk and the best part of
his beat were in Washington, Mr. Alsop
reported on the concentric circles of
events that fiowed beyond the Capitol,
beyond our frontiers. Trends and polit
ical point-counterpoint were drawn into
perspective in straightforward, declara
tive sentences.

He wrote with the modesty of a man
with doubts and questions, yet his pieces
,vere forthright-backed by hard gotten
facts and crafted with great thoughtful
ness.

But for people who knew Stewart Al
sop, the man transcended his work. We
will remember Stewart Alsop as well for
his courage and his grace as for his
journalistic legacy.

Raised and educated in Connecticut, he
was every inch a·· Yankee in his reserve
and sense of tradition. Yet, his family

heritage was merely the doorstep of his
own generation which he described with
profound insight.

Tragically, the finest measure of the
man was his match with death-an in
eVitability which only a person of his
stature, his intellect, accepts with such
courage and grace. In his physical
descent it is remarkable that his work
reached what is generally regarded by
his colleagues to be the zenith of his
career.

Only a man confident of his mark on
his and future generations and selfless
in spirit couId write, as he recently did:

A dying man needs to die as a sleepy man
needs to sleep. and there comes a time when
it is wrong, as well as useless, to resist. '

PETROLEUM LEGISLATION
~,

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. President, this Con
gress is embarked on a suicidal course
in the spate of .legislation aimed at the
petroleum industry.

My colleagues in the Senate may grow
weary of hearing my admonitions but if
the Congress succeeds in passing the
punitive and even vindictive legislation
and if these bills are enacted into law,
there will be no hope of· achieving any
semblance of domestic energy· self-
suftlciency. .

Regardless of what anyone may think
of the major oil companie~and I un
derstand the urgency in identifying
whipping boys and scapegoats when
thingS go wrong-every shotgun blast
such as the Emergency Petroleum Allo
cation Act and the Energy Emergency
Act aimed at the big oil companies also
knocks the feathers out of about 10,000
independent oil and gas drillers and pro
ducers. And they are the ones who ac
count for most of the domestic explora
tion and drilling inland in the lower 48
States.

One of these, Don Thorson who is a
son of Harry Thorson, one of Wyoming's
pioneer independent oil men, wrote a
letter to the editor which graphically
expresses the frustration of thousands
of independent. oil men at the attitude
of Congress toward the oil industry.

In the hope that Dno Thorson's letter
will warn some of my colleagues of the
fallacy of their intentions to literally
paralyze the exploration efforts of the
independent segment of the oil indus
try-our only chance to solve our energy
problems. I ask unanimous consent that
the letter be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

LETTER TO THE EDrroR
The attitUdes of people toward the oil com

panies concerning the oil shortage seems
amazing until you listen to the politicians.
Supposedly intell1gent men such as Jackson
and Stevenson make statements which could
be called "rabble rousing" until you consider
the polltical reasons for crucifying the 011
companies.

How can we expect anything but a short
age when we produce 9 million barrels per
day and consume 17 mll11on? It Is only be
cause the large companies have gone over
seas and produced cheap oU-and in turn
held down domestic prices-that our energy
costs have been so low. Many people have
long advocated higher imports to reduce do-

mestic prices to $2.50 per barrel; but. if this
had happened, we would probably be produc
ing a third less 011 than we are now and pay
ing even more for Imports if we could get
them.

America has grown strong on cheap tood
and cheap fuel, and people have come to ex
pect them as a birthright. The food and fuel
producers have subsidized much of America's
life of luxury and waste because the politi
cians were afraid to advocate realistic price
programs.

The Sierra Club states that we have many
wells shut in awaiting a market; but do they
realize that most of these wells were uneco
nomic under conditions which existed three
months ago? Do they realize that offshore
wells capable of 2,000 barrels per day can be
uneconomic because of their location?

IndUStry inventory is high, but represents
only about a 30-day supply and much of this
is unavailable because it is tied up in pipe
lines.

The all industry is criticized for increasing
its profit 60 to 80 percent; but the actual
percentage of investment which Is seldom
stated, has increased from about 6% to about
10% which Is still low compared to industry
as a whole. What other Industry risks the
m1llions year after year that the 011 industry
does? The rate of return for the best 011 com
pany in the nation is rated 235th among all
industries for the twelve months ending Sep
tember 30, 1973.

Drilling costs have nearly doubled the last
tour months. Taxes are increasing. The 011
producer must give away nearly the first 25%
o~ his production in royalties and taxes, but
pay for producing it.

The oU companies are gullty of trying to
make a reasonable profit which is the goal of
every American industry, or they would not
be in businel;s.

Some misguided individuals advocate a na
tional petroleum company; but when you
look at what the government has done with
the mall, think what they could do with the
complex problems of petroleum production
and marketing. Gasoline could cost a dollar
per gallon instead of fifty cents.

Very truly yours,
DON THORSON.

Newcastle, Wyoming.

NIXON ECONOMIC REPORT DAN
GEROUSLY MISLEADING

Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. President, yes
terday I issued a statement in response
to the President's report to Congress on
"Economic Developmens and Policies."

In it I pointed out that the report is
filled with "bad arithmetic, false prom
ises, and self-serving prophecy."

I also observed that "the economic pol
icy apparatus of the Nixon administra
tion is in complete disarray. Each eco
nomic organization in the executive
branch has a different idea about where
the economy is headed and what eco
nomic policy should be pursued."

Mr. President, the optimistic White
House pronouncement that they see
"signs of improvement" in the economy,
is incredible and misleading in view of
the disastrous performance of our econ
omy so far this year.

In hearings before my Consumer Eco
nomic Subcommittee of the Joint Eco
nomic Committee during the past few
weeks, I have closely questioned Dr.
stein, Dr. Dunlop, and prominent pri
vate economists on the economic out
look for the remainder of this year.
None of these witnesses shared the opti
mism expressed in the President's report
to Congress.


