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Senate completes its business today, it
stand in recess until 12 o'clock noon on
Monday next.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD subsequently
said: I am told that in my motion a
moment ago, I referred to a recess over
until Monday. Am I correct? I did not
intend that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair did not understand that the Sen
ator referred to a recess.

Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. I ask unani
mous consent that when the Senate com
pletes its business today, it stand in ad
journment until 12 o'clock noon on Mon
day next.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

--==,,==,,=~--

ORDER OF BUSINESS
M1'. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,

in order to give committees some oppor
tunity to operate during the afternoon,
and in order to give various other confer
ences some time which will not be inter
rupted, I will shortly move to adjourn
over to Monday at noon.

I welcome the remarks or questions of
any Senator at this point.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, ,vill the
Senator yield?

Ml·. ROBERT C. BYRD. I yield.
Mr. ALLEN. Mr. president, Senate

Resolation 4 was submitted on Janu
ary 14, 1975, having to do with a proposed
amendment to rule XXII. It was sub
mitted with the statement that a differ
ent rule existed, or exists, at the begin
ning of a new Congress, in regard to what
majority would be rccjuired to umend the
Senate rules or, mon~ properly, to invoke
cloture.

It seems to the Senator from Alabama
that we have alreadY passed the begin
ning of the new Congress; yet, no effort
has been made to force a vote with re
spect to the resolution. The Senator from
Alabama is going to insist, if this goes
much longer, that we pass the beginning
of the session. This resolution hangs like
the sword of Damocles over the Senate,
and this matter should be resolved.

Inasmuch as the leadership controls
the fiow of legislation and has not been
reluctant on many occasions to seek to
force votes on resolutions or bills that it
wants up for consideration--

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. President, will the
Senator yield?

Mr. ALLEN. Let me finish my remarks,
please, and then I will yield.

Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,
I have the fioor, have I not?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen
ator from West Virginia has the fioor.

Mr. ALLEN. I have no authority to
yield, then.

The Senator from Alabama is wonder
ing what, if any, plans the leadership has
for seeking a vote on efforts to stop the
discussion that from time to time takes
place with respect to this amendment, or
the Senator from Alabama would like to
know whether the resolution has in fact
been abandoned; because he sees less

than a handful of Senators in the Cham
bei- who would possibly support this
resolution.

The Senator from Alabama is wonder
ing, first, whether the resolution has been
abandoned and, second, what plans the
leadership has for removing this resolu
tion from consideration by the Senate
or for forcing a vote. He does not feel that
it is conducive to the proper considera
tion of legislation, that it is fair to
Senators who oppose this legislation, to
require that they be on the floor all the
time to speak against the resolution if it
is called up.

With all respect and all deference, the
Senator from Alabama would like to
know of the leadership what the leader
ship plans with respect to this resolu
tion.

Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,
that is a fair question and an appropri
ate question.

On yesterday, I talked with the Sen
ator from Minnesota (Mr. l\-!ONDALE). As
the Senator from Alabama knows, and
as all Senators know, I have not partic
ipated in this discussion with respect to
the change of Senate rule XXII.

Mr. ALLEN. Yes, I know that.
Mi'. ROBERT C. BYRD. I mayor may

nol; participate in that. I cannot say that
I know, myself, at this point. But I did
feel it my duty, and under the direction
of the distinguished majority leader, to
approach Mr. MONDALE, who is, along
with Mr. PEARSON, active in the attempt
to bring about v> change in Senate rule
XXII, that portion of it which deals with
so-called unlimited debate.

I approached Mr. MONDALE on yester
day and he indicated that he would talk
with me this morning, after having con
sulted with Mr. PEARSON.

This morning he talked with me and
said he had not yet had an opportunity
to talk with Mr. PEARSON, but that he
would during the- day· today, and get
back to me.

What I am saying is that the leader
ship is attempting to work with both
sides in this matter and find out from
Mr. MONDALE and Mr. PEARSON what
their plans are so that we will then know
how to proceed.

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator from Ala
bama understands that some of the sup
porters of this resolution are over in
Yugoslavia now. The Senator from Ala
bama inquires if we are going to wait
for those Senators to return from YugO
slavia or whether we are going to go
ahead and act in this matter?

Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. I am sorry
that I cannot answer the Senator's ques
tion beyond what I have already said.

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator thinks it
might be well, then, for the Senator from
Alabama to be here on the floor ad in
finitmn, during sessions of the Senate.

Is that correct?
Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,

based on past experience and my obser
vations of the work, and it is very ef
fective work, of the distinguished, and I
mean very distinguished, Senator from
Alabama (Mr. ALLEN), I do not think
that there will be any question but that,
an act of God intervening to the con_

trary, the Senator from Alabama will be
here.

Mr. ALLEN. I thank the distinguished
assistant majority leader. What this all
boils down to is when do we expect this
issue to come to a head?

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. President-
Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,

I have the floor and I shall yield shortly.
The distinguished Senator from Ala

bama is a very tenacious Senator and
he is addressing this question to a simi
larly tenacious Senator who does not
have any answer beyond what he has al
ready stated. If I had anything further,
I would willingly impart it.

Mr. ALLEN. The leadership from time
to time files a cloture motion. Does the
leadership have any intention of filing a
cloture motion with respect to this
matter?

Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. It has no such
intention at the moment.

Mr. ALLEN. I thank the Senator.
Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. President, I thank

the distinguished majority whip for
yielding to me, and I am sorry to have
interrupted his colloquy with the distin
guished Senator from Alabama. I only
attempted to do so with the thought that
I was very pleased with the feeling ex
pressed by the Senator from Alabama
that we should resolve this issue. As he
pointed out very accurately, we have
been considering this ohange of rules for
over 2 weeks. The Senate has very press
ing matters to attend to: The problems
of the economy, the problems of an
energy policy, the crisis in the Mideast,
the crisis in Vietnam. All of these ques
tions are hanging on the decision on the
change in the rules.

I am equally impatient to have this
question resolved, and the Senator from
Alabama, I think, could very materially
help us in resolving them by bringing
this to a decision of the majority of the
Senate now. There is no reason .. that a
majority of the Senate could not resolve
this, and if the Senator would remove
his objection to the majority of the Sen
ate making this decision, I think it could
be resolved very quickly in line with the
views that he has already expressed here
this morning. Those of us who have been
pressing this fight, those of us who have
committed ourselves to it, are just as
anxious as he is, perhaps even a little
more so, to let the majority of the Senate
make this decision and do it just as
promptly as possible.

Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,
I think the record will demonstrate that
there is a great desire on the part of all
Senators to press ahead with the Sen
ate's business and to dispose of this mat
ter quickly. However, I am constrained
to think that the matter will not be dis
posed of today.

ROUTINE MORNING BUSINESS
Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,

I ask unanimous consent that there now
be a period for the transaction of routine
morning business for not to exceed 1
hour, with statements limited therein
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.


