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important to the pUblic interest and I,
therefore, urge your favorable consideration.

DISSATISFACTION WITH BUREAU
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. MONDALE. Mr. President, within
the last 2 weeks there have been a num
ber of demonstrations by Indians
throughout the country in local offices of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The spe
cific grievances have varied from city
to city, but they all echo a similar re
frain: dissatisfaction with the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, particularly in regard to
its paucity of services for urban Indians.

In this age of demonstrations and
counter-demonstrations it is easy to
brush aside the protests of a small group.
But I think it is important we pay special
attention to the Indians' complaints be
cause they are primarily asking for noth
ing more than the fulfillment of promises
previously made by our Government.

Mrs. O..J. Janski, president of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota,
looked at the demands made by a group
of Minneapolis Indians and then wrote
a letter to the Minneapolis Tribune, ex
plaining why the demands deserve sup
port. The League of Women Voters of
Minnesota has been an advocate of the
Indian's cause for a number of years, and
I believe their interpretation of this situ
ation is worthy of widespread attention.

In a March 29, 1970, editorial the
Minneapolis Tribune addressed itself to
these same protests. The Tribune's anal
ysis of the dilemma of the urban Indian
is also deserving of our attention. I ask
unanimous consent that these two items
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the items
were ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

INDIAN DEMANDS SUPPORTED
To the EDITOR:
The League of Women Voters of Minne

sota supports the demands made on tile
Bureau of Indian AlTairs by a group of In
dians In Minneapolis last week.

It seems to us the Indian demands fall
into four categories: equal treatment, self
determination, reparations for past claims,
and the right to appeal. We believe the
pUbllc Is not sufficiently a ware of the basis
of these demands.

Indian citizens comprise the most deprived
segment of society. They also have more diffi
culty than any other group In securing pUb
lic services which, presumably, all citizens
deserve. Agencies serving Indians, principal
ly the Bureau of Indian Aiiairs, are tradi
tionally land-based and services are olIered
only to Indians on or near reservations,
"when services are not available from other
sources." Originally, help was to be olIered
by the federal government only when states
and localities abdicated this responsibility.

The League of Women Voters believes that
land requirements for services are unreal
istic and should be abandoned. We are In
favor of a new criterion. Under such a plan,
needful Indians on reservations and alI would
be served equally.

Another league position is that Indians
must be permitted to determine their own
affairs. The demand that Indian-serving
agencies be staffed by Indians is reason
abie.

Another category Of requests relating to
hunting, fishing and water rights, settle
ment of claims and payment of taxes makes

sense when one understands that Indians
have paid the Invaders of their country with
their land itself and their way of Ilfe. They
are asking for historic rights or payment
of debts.

Finally, It seerns to us understandable that
under the frustratIons they experience in
deallng with government agencies, they
would wish to seek redress from the United
Nations as a higher conrt to which they
could appeal.

Our Indian citizens have made their state
ment eloquently. It is the hope of the league
that they will be heard by the city of Minne
apolis, the state of Minnesota. and the U.S.
government.-Mrs. O. J. Janskl, president
League of Women Voters of MInnesota, St.
Paul.

[From the Minneapolis Tribune, Mar. 29,
1970]

THE BIA AND AID TO URBAN INDIANS
Indian protests against the Bureau of In

dian Affairs last week are not new and not
without merit. Indians picketed BIA offices
in Minneapolis five years ago seeking BIA aid
for Indian people In the cities as well as
those on the reservations.

Nothing much happened as a result of
that earlier protest. The BIA did provide
funds briefly for an Indian employment cen
ter in Minneapolis. But the aid was termi
nated and the BIA now refers Indian job ap
plicants to the state employment service.

So now the Indians are protesting again,
in Minneapolls and in other cities with large
Indian populations. And their continued de
mand that the BIA "serve equally both res
ervation and urban Indians" is even more
pertinent today.

The reason it is more pertinent Is that the
migration of Indians to the urban centers
In search of jobs, housing and a. better lIfe
leads to estimates that up to 65 percent of
the American Indians now reside in the cities.
The migration has been dramatic in Min
neapolis. One study, projecting school en
rollment figures, concludes that the Indian
population in this city has grown from 2,000
to nearly 10,000 in the past 10 years.

BIA money, however, has not followed the
Indian. The $500 mlllion in federal appro
priations, includIng some funds in non-BIA
programs, goes primarily to tlle reservations.
The BIA does assist those Indians who come
to the cities under a BIA employment-as
sistance program, but many Indians come to
the cities on their own and are not ellgible
for direct services.

BIA officials say that agency and congres
sional pollcy restricts their spending to the
reservations. This may be true-although the
funding of the employment center indicates
the policy is not Ironclad. Further, there has
been no demand on the part of the BIA that
Congress change this policy. Owen D. Mor
ken, regional BIA director here, says that he
will take the Indian demands to BIA head
quarters in Washington. The Indians have
made a good case, in our opinion, that the
BIA should seek a change in policy, and the
necessary funds, to finance programs by and
for urban Indians. The federal government
is largely responsible for the pllght of the
American Indian today, and should not duck
that responsibilIty merely because of migra
tion trends.

OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
PROGRAMS

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, in his
environmental message last February
the President stated that he had re
quested his Advisory Council on Exe
cutive Organization to make its report
on Federal organization for environ-

ment, natural resources, and oceanog
raphy by April 15. For the reasons I
stated in my speech on the floor of the
Senate in March, I feel that the deci
sion to be made by the President regard
ing our Nation's oceanic and atmos
pheric programs is of the utmost im
portance.

I have introduced a bill, S. 2841, to
create a National Oceanic and Atmos
pheric Agency, and the Committee on
Commerce has nearly completed its
hearings and action on that bill. I can
not claim authorship of the idea for
NOAA. In one way it has evolved from
over 10 years of leadership by Congress,
particularly by the distinguished chair
man, the Senator from Washington (Mr.
MAGNUSON). The idea is directly attrib
utable to the Commission on Marine
Science, Engineering and Resources,
which arrived at that organizational
recommendation after 2 full years of in
tensive study.

Since the publication of the Marine
Science Commission's report entitled,
"Our Nation and the Sea" last year, sup
port for an independent oceanic and at
mospheric agency has grown, coming
from widespread interest groups such as
the National Oceanography Association,
the National Security Industrial Asso
ciation's Ocean Science and Technology
Advisory Committee, the American
Oceanic Organization, as well as from
conservation groups. I am pleased to an
nounce that at its February 26 meeting
of the board of directors of the Chamber
of Commerce of the United States
adopted a policy position urging the cre
ation of a National Oceanic and Atmos
pheric Agency as proposed by S. 2841.
I welcome the support of the chamber
of commerce, and ask unanimous con
sent that letters sent to me and to Mr.
Roy L. Ash, chairman of the President's
Advisory Council on Executive Organi
zation, be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letters
were ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows: .

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OP THE UNITED STATES,

Washington, D.C., April 10, 1970.
Hon. ERNEST F. HOLLINGS,
Chairman, Subcommittee on oceanography,

Committee on CommcTce, U.S. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

DEAR SENATOR HOLLINGS: I am pleased to
tell you that the National Chamber supports
the establishment of a National Ocean and
Atmospheric Agency, as is proposed by your
bill, S. 2841,

We support the establlshment of a strong,
Independent NOAA and a National Advisory
Committee on the Oceans, such as proposed
by the Commission on Marine Sciences. Engi
neering and Resources, as being 9. necessary
first step toward improving our n"tional m,,
rlne capability.

We recognize-and your blll contem
plates-that the specific functions and re
sponsiblllties of the agency, or any additional
allocations of federal funds beyond what is
presently bUdgeted for Its components,
should be the subject of further stUdy.

I would appreciate your inclUding this
letter In the record of your Subcommittee's
hearings.

Cordially,
HILTON DAVIS,

General Manager, Legislative Action.
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