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sible to get away from the threat of an acci
dent?

Therefore. while the power and light com
panies are· able to use this new torm of
energy with safety, it cannot be used for
other energy demands, except for ships and
submarines-where there is no problem of an
essential cooling system. Of course, the
threat. of an accident to those ships and
submarines is always present in pollution of
tho seas.

The conversion will not take place over
night. There will be a gradUal merging of
electric power and the internal combustion
engine as iEl already appearing on the raU
roacls here' and there over the country.

There is the Ban Francisco Bay Area Rapid
Transit (called BART) three-way electrlc
like subway-with high fences and additional
guards on the dangerous third rail.

There is the lOO-mile-an-hour Metrol1ner
between New York City and Washington with
overhead wires something like the old street
car systems.

Morgantown, West Virginia, has developed
an electric mass public transportation sys
tem. There are similar ones planned in our
country. All take electricity and transmit
power by traction motors.

As oll product shortages worsen, the Atchi
son, Topeka, and Santa Fe-a railroad with
sound finances and a management alert to
the eVolutionary changes coming in our na
tional eXistence-is already taking a long
hard look in depth at working out the pos
sible advantages of electrifying eventUally all
the way from Chicago to the Pacillc coast.

The Burlington Northern is considering
trading coal from their owned reserves to
electric: utl11tles in return for power to elec
trify its railway system.

An aoute problem is intra-city transporta
tion.

Our major cities are choking to death on
vehicular traffio. We greatly need a rapid mass
transportation system that will get people in

. metropolitan IIreas to their jobs in the morn
ing and back home that evening With speed
and comfort.

The Kiplinger Washington Letter of May 25
reports that the Department of Transporta
tion will now beef up an attack on the prob
lem of deliveries in the cities, promoting-

1. Consolidate deliveries, with several area
firms using one truck.

2. Make deliveries at off-hours-not dur
ing the oommuting times.

3. Force trucks to load and unload in
empty lots and not in streets.

4. Put terminals on city fringes-near free
ways for easy access.

5. Set aside some lanes of highwR:yB for
trucks-Sharing with buses.

6. Use commuter transit for freight-move
small paakages on buses.

A 56 passenger bus obviouslv saves more
in energy, pollution and money than the
equivalent of about 35 private automobiles
now moving people in and out of our biggest
cities in tlme-and-patience-wearing congest
ed traffic.

The demonstrated workablllty of overhead
trolley wires for trains can also do the Job
better, utilizing existing rallroad rights-of
way extending into the centers of all our big
cities. Surely technology is capable of work
ing out ways of meeting this inareasingly
pressing problem.

Of course-in addition to technological
solutions--there are hun1an problems. Two
generations of Americ:ans regard the private
car as the means of freedom to mO\'e on per
sonal schedules. However, they will not long
have that freedom with the steady increase
of trallie funneled into our large cities by
highways and the rapid depletion of present
fuel resources.

Regardless ot state differences In trans
portation problems, the situation boils down
to the fact that the railroads are the neoes-

sity in meeting rapidly diminishing fuel
energy supplies and rapidly increasing de
mands that will come to a head before the
turn of this century. It is clear that the raU
roads will once again become essential as
they were in breaking through the trackless
prairies in moving settlers with ease and
comfort and moving their products to
markets

Thel'e must, however, be a complete over
haul-administl'atively and legislatively-of
the arrogant federal bureaucracies with their
procliVity for paper make-work and pro
crastination.

There are six bankrupt railroads, known as
the northeast group. There are some nine
finan<llally strong railroads. The rest are tot
tering in between. Action must be taken to
shore up the railroads.

Yet, the over-lapping government agencies
regulating railroads slow implementation of
positive planning and increase operating
costs. ·These agencies include:

1. Interstate Commerce Commission.
2. Housing and Urban Development is in-

volved in mass transit programs.
3. Department of Transportation.
4. Department of the Interior.
The application of the Santa Fe to buy the

Western Pacillo took six years for the Inter
state Commerce Commission to decide. That
cost the Santa Fe 2 million dollars, which it
recovered in its profits on the Western Pacific
stock when their petition was finally de
cided negatively.

It took the I.C.C. nine years to finally ap
prove of the merger of the Burlington-Great
Northern and Northern Pacillc. Then the
opinion was so confused that the Supreme
Court had to interpret It.

These costly and time consuming over-lap
ping government agencies should be con
solidated by the Congress if railroad managers
and their union counterparts are to function
efficiently in their responsibtllty to the pub
llc, the employees and the investors. The
President has recommended legislation to the
Congress to accomplish pl'eclsely this as an
aid to the reorganization of the six bankrupt
northeast railroads.

We must face the need for both nationai
and private long range planning, for the sake
of coming generations, for the effective al
location of our remaining fossil fuel energy.

There are pending proposals in the Con
gress attempting to deal with this problem.
Unfortunately, they are bits-and-pieces ap
proaches to nationalization of railroads, such
as giving the Interstate Commerce Commis
sion authority over railroad car service; an
other to designate a national network of rail
lines; another to authorize the I.C.C. to di
rect that traffic not being properly bandIed
by one railroad be routed over the lines of
another; also one creating a federal rolling
stock authority.

Finally, there Is another proposing that
the federal government BUY from the rail
roads ownership of raiiroad rights-of-way.
That would cause the taxpayers of Kansas
to lose 11 million dollars a year in taxes.
However, of critical Importance-when the
roadbeds of a railroad are owned by the fed
eral government and the rolling equipment
by a pUbllcly owned corporation, you have
disjointed their operation to such an ex
tent that the only answer is a forced sale
to the federal government c:onsolldating the
whole together.

It is clear that the responsibility for train
operation officiais rests on the condition of
its roadbeds and equipment. That respon
sibility cannot be divided with one or more
federal agencies with safety to either crews
or passengers.

The effect of so many bllls of this kind
pending in the Congress obviously makes
financing for all mlloads d1fllcult---especially
the weak ones. It prevents them from recup
erating, rather than helping them to meet
America's need.

Natiol1nlization of railroads Is not a solU
tion to raiiroad economics-shippers weary
of annual box car shortages--investors hop
Ing to be bailed out by our goverl1ment
a public tired of the perennial railroad ques
tion-and those who sinc:erely believe in
pUblic ownership and operation of nIl utili
ties see in that solution a final end to the
problem.

Nationalization wlll, however, simply pre
sent a new set of problems-blgger and more
complex and, in the end, far more c:ostly
to the public.

It is a well established fact that no trans
portation system-no nationalized railroad
anyWhere in the world-moves large volumes
of traffic at the lower cost per ton mlle that
the American railroads do.

Furthermore, the nationalization of rail
roads would inc:rease enonnously the cen
traliZation of power in the American preSI
dency that has been the steady tTend of the
self-styled liberal crowd for 40 years that
furt,her increases government of a republic
by a federal bureaucracy.

What Is needed is reorganization of gov
ernment regUlatory agencies tor railroads
so that they can operate on sound b1.1Sine~s

principles with good operating offic:iais. With
appropriate federal regulation, they could
then provide, with safety and efficiency, the
service which our fuel and ec:ologlcal (",rises
w11l demand of them.

I have only briefly touc:hed the high spots
that our pUblic simply cannot ignore the
symptoms of fossil fuel shortages ahead.
America must streamline its future planning
accordingly. Fortune describes it: "The
energy 'joyride' Is over,"

GASOLINE TAX
Mr. MONDALE. Mr. President, in re

cent weeks we have heard numerous re
ports that the Nixon administration will
in the near future seek to impose a gas
oline tax on American consumers, osten
sibly to curb demand for gasoline and to
slow the overheated economy.

A recent editortal from the Minne
apolis Tribune gives what I believe to be
convincing reasons why such a tax on
gasoline would be most undesirable. In
particular, the fact that such a tax would
be regressive in its impact should lead us
to be very wary of any such proposal
made in the name of gasoline economy
and fiscal rationality. Certainly, we all
wish to ease the gasoline shortage situa
tion which exists this summer, and we
all wish to see measures which will cool
the economy without plunging us into
a recession. The gas tax, however, is the
wrong means to reach both of these high
ly desirable ends.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con
sent that the text of the Minneapolis
Tribune editorial be printed in the REC
ORD at the conclusion of my remarks.

There being no objection, the editorial
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

GAs-TAX INCREASE: THE WRONG ANSWER
Trial balloons wafted by the Nixon admin

istration suggest that it will ask Congress
for an increase in the federal gasoline tax. As
an added inducement to accept this back
door approach to the energy problem, admin
istration sources cite the antl-infiation bene
fits such a tax increase would produce. For
n number of reasons, we think the idea is a
bad one.

First, it is an evasion of federal respoll
sibillty. A gasoline-tax inarease would be
federal action of sorts, but would slide
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the human debris left behind by the war,
and of our national respomibility to help
bring relief and rehabilitation to heal

.• the wounds of war, particularly among
the youngest victims of the battle, the
children.

TUesday evening, June 19, all America
will have an oppOrtunity to see some of
the faces of these children in need, when
the National Broadcasting Co. will tele
cast at 10 p.m. a special "NBC Report"
entitled "The Sins of the Father". In a
clear and unbiased fashion, this film
documents the plight of o:<phans in South
Vietnam, partiCUlarly the American
fathered child who has often been
abandoned. NBC N€ws deserves high
praise for outstanding public service in
broadcas;ting this important report, arid
I commend it to the attention of Senators
and all Americans.

The NBC Report captures on film what
. has been documented time and time
again before the Judiciary Subcommittee
on Refugees, which I serve as chairman.
The humanitarian needs of the youngest
war victims are great, and their condi
tion is deteriorating. But precious little
is being done by our Government, or any
other government, to help meet the needs
of the children of Vietnam.

As early as 1965, witnesses before the
subcommittee told of a growing need for
child welfare programs, trained person
nel and long range planning. for disad
vantaged children in South Vietnam. In
1967, at the urging of the subcommittee,
a special AID social welfare task f01;ce
was sent to South Vietnam to make pro
gram recommendations for children and
orphans. But, as with so many other re
ports on humanitarian needs in Indo-
china, the task force recommendations
were filed away and all but ignored. The
problems of child welfare went un
attended because governments, inclUding
our own, were too preoccupied with aid
ing the war, instead of assisting those
affe:.ted by the war.

. This appalling record of neglect which
has now been so pOignantly captured in
the NBC report, prompted theSubcom
mittee on Refugees to dispatch in March
a special study mission to assess child
welfare needs, and to recommend a series
of specific steps to meet these needs.
These recommendations were examined
in hearings last month, and because I felt
they demanded the immediate concern
and active intervention by the highest
officials in our Government, I addressed
letters to the President and to the Sec
retary of State detailing the study mis
sion's report, subsequently, members of
the study mission met with Officials in
AID and elsewhere.

But despite the urgency of the problem
and the fact that the l'ecord of need is
clear, and. that there are agencies and
people ready and willing to help, our
Government seems paralyzed in indeci
sion. Conferences are held at AID; vague
letters of inquiry are mailed out to vol-
untary agencies; position papers are pre
pared-but nothing tangible is done. No
new effort has been latIDChed to expedite
programs for orphans, especially those
abandoned children fathered by Ameri
cans.

The reluctant conclusion, Mr, Presi-

1'.'BC SPECIAL ON CHILDREH IN
VIETNAM

Mr. KENNEDY.l\!r. President, nothing
so graphically reminds us of the massive
human need.:; which have been created
by a decade of war in Indochina, than
the faces of maimed and orphaned chil
dren. Their plight reminds us as well of

But it certainly seems mighty pecullar to me
That a Nation as big as ours and one that

can go all the way to the moon
Yet our Encyclopaedias can give John Hanson

our first President so little room
In the Nation's Encyclopaedia there are only

a few lines
We feel they have only showed us the cob

webs of his time
The Encyclopaedia tell us that-he was our

first President and that is that---

And with pleasure to me, goes on to tell us
where his bronze statue is at

In our Nation's Capitol building, almost un
der our great dome

In 1903 Maryland found a fitting place to
bring home her own

In statuary Hall, this Nation, gave him a
place to stand

I know you have seen him-he is the one
With a heavy walking stick In hand

Some visitors claim they have caught him
smlllng across on the man

. Who so admirably and generously did so
much to finish his plan

He is dear to our land, to our home, to our
hearts with a fame that will never
grow dim

I am afraid in the case of John Hanson, this
Nation has done a tardy act of justice
to him

He held the highest Federal office in our
land In his day

And our books of this man has only a few
11nes to say

Shall only a few lines and a bronze statue,
proclaim

His worth in Maryland's history to each fu
ture age

Maryland my Maryland has been slow to tan
the fiame

To see that historians put a few more words
down on that page

This Nation has document proof today
A man who under his administration, we

can say
Gave us this Nation, our official Thanksgiving

Day .
And got the Post Office as we know it today,

well on it's way
. And yet our Encyclopaedia's of this man has

so little to say
Remember a young boy lives with history

books day by day
And I WOUldn't want your bright name in

history to be treated this way

I have been asked, What honors shall a gener
ous people pay

Certainly not only a few lines and a bronze
statue on display

You wise men In Washington will know bet
ter then I

Till then I'll pay tribute to him when I
see the flag passing by

And wonder Why a Nation has forgotten him
and wonder why

To this Senate I say love, eat, drink, laugh,
and sleep

And I say you have been good and wise be
yond belief

And I hope we do as well in another genera
tion when we wlll be sitting in your
seat---

And we promise your bright name in history
we will watch over and keepJOHN HANSON

(By Peter Hanson)
There are times when I see the flag pass

ingby
That I think of John Hanson and I wonder

why
With your permission may I take the liberty

now to say
Why are so few words
Of John Hanson passed our way?
I am not a poet, and I probably never w1ll

be

JOHN HANSON
Mr. BEALL. Mr. President, several

years ago, Senator MAmlAs and I spon
sored a reception marking the 250th
anniversary of the birth of John Hanson,
the first President elected in accordance
with the provisions of the Articles of
Confederation, our first post-Revolu
tionary War constitution.

One of my constituent's, Peter Hanson,
a 15-year-old Eagle Scout from Havre de
Grace, Md., wrote a poem dedicated to
John Hanson, and I ask unanimous con
sent that this poem be printed in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD at the conclusion
of my remarks.

There being no objection, the poem
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

around the problem of regional scarcities by
relying on higher costs to consumers to dis
courage consumption. But the price push
on fuel is already gathering momentum. 011
companies agreed last year to accept 011
exporting countries' demands for increased
prices. They did so again Friday night.

All forecasts point to an increasing per
centage of American 011 requirements being
met by imports, and the upward trend in fuel
prices is therefore clear. In other words, the
disincentive of rising prices is already at
work. Instead of accelerating that trend, the
administration should in our view exert a
stronger force In allocations around the
country. So far, the White House has called
only for voluntary allocations.

A second point against a gasoline-ta."[ in
crease is that it would be regressive. The
theory that the increase would Inspire great
er use of mass transit is sound--except that
for millions mass transit is not a reallstic
option. In an automoblle-developed society,
the auto is an occupational necessity for
many at all income levels. The proportion
ate burden of a gasollne-tax Increase would
be heaviest on those of lowest Incomes.

That leads to our third objection: the
fiscal bonus. The suggestion is made that
such an increase would not only cool the
overheated economy, but prOVide funds
Which, by legislative IT_andate, could be put
into energy research and public transporta
tion. If those are worthy national purposes
we think they are-then the funds should
come by the more equitable route of an in
crease in income taxes. The related purpose
of slowing the rate of increase in automotive
energy consumption could better be fulfilled
by excise taxes on new autos (being sold at
record rates this year) in proportion to
weight or horsepower.

Americans are accustomed to cheap, plen
tiful fuel produced domestically and distrib
uted competitively. With domestic produc
tion inadequate, with world demand for all
now exceeding the discovery of new world
reserves, fuel is neither plentiful nor cheap.
But the Nixon administration seems reluc
tant to face a situation requiring aJlocation
by means other than price. The latest evi
dence of that reluctance is its apparent hope
for a "solution" by means of gasollne taxes.


