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for other purposes, with amendments, in
which it requested the concurrence of the
Senate.

The message also announced that the
House had agreed to the report of the
committee of conference on the dis
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendments of the Senate to the bill
(HE. 15399) making supplemental ap
propriations for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1968, and for other purposes;
and that the House receded from its dis
agreement to the amendment of the
Senate numbered 6 to the bill and con
curred therein, with an amendment, in
which it requested the concurrence of
the Senate.

The message further announced that
the House had passed a bill (HE. 16324)
to authorize appropriations to the Atomic
Energy Commission in accordance with
section 261 of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954, as amended, and for other pur
poses, in which it requested the con
currence of the Senate.

HOUSE BILL PLACED ON CALENDAR
The bill (H.R. 16324) to authorize ap

propriations to the Atomic Energy Com
mission in accordance with section 261
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as
amended, and for other purposes, was
read twice by its title and placed on the
calendar.

LIMITATION ON STATEMENTS DUR
ING TRANSACTION OF ROUTINE
MORNING BUSINESS
Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that statements in
relation to the transaction of routine
morning business be limited to 3 minutes.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With
out objection, it is so ordered.

THE DEATH OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President,
within a space of less than 5 years, a
short time historically, John F. Kennedy
and Dr. Martin Luther King have been
assassinated. They were both American
tragedies, senseless, vicious, and devoid
of meaning.

In this troubled and violent period of
our history, I hope and pray that all of
our people will realize their responsibili
ties and work together to put into effect
the rights guaranteed to all our citizens
under the Constitution.

Only in this' way can we overcome the
inequities and the injustices which have
marked too many of our people for too
many centuries.

All of us, in a sense, are on trial. Dr.
King was a man of moderation and hope.
He was assassinated by an individual in
a nation in which fear and violence are
becoming more the norm rather than
the rarity; a nation in which all too
often events are decided by the gun and
the mob.

This is a time for understanding, not
violence; a time to pray and a time to
hope; a time for awareness and reas
sessment; a time to weep but not to de
spair; a time to look at ourselves and

not to turn away; a time to re-read the
Declaration of Independence; a time to
put into effect that which the founders
of this country said and meant, to wit:

We hold these truths to be selt-evident;
that all men are created equal; that they
are endowed by their creator with certain
unallenable rights; that among these are Ilfe,
Ilberty, and the pursUit of happiness; that
to secure these rights. governments are in
stituted among men, deriving their Just
powers from the consent of the governed,

It is a time for stability and maturity
and understanding among all our people.

It is a time which will test us all. and
in testing us, will test this country.

We are one nation. We are one people.
Let us act accordingly.

Mr. BROOKE. Mr. President, there are
moments in the life of a nation when
grief and outrage strike its people dumb,
when words will not come because no
words can express the agony in the Na
tion's soul.

Such a moment came on November 22,
1963; such a moment has come again on
April 4. 1968. The murder of Martin
Luther King, like the murder of John
Fitzgerald KennedY, tears from us a
noble and irreplaceable leader. No nation
can sustain such a loss without feeling
abrupt shock and lasting pain.

All of us may ask what fool or villain,
what manner of man could possibly have
committed such an act of savagery. What
mind could have overftowed with such
hatred that it was moved to destroy such
a man of peace?

No answer to these questions will suf
fice. The assassin must be brought to jus
tice. But, Mr. President, punishment of
the criminal will not soothe our con
science or dispel our sorrow. For the
death of Martin Luther King leaves our
Nation inconsolable.

We cannot assuage the loss of Martin
Luther King. We can only redeem it by
nourishing the spirit with which he im
bued millions of Americans, both black
and white. That spirit is one of concilia
tion and good will. of brotherly love and
mutual respect, of fervent dedication to
the nonviolent struggle for equal justice.

The mood of America today is neces
sarily confused and troubled. From it we
must extract a new sense of direction
and determination. If we are to be true
apostles of this godly man, if we are to
avoid the perils of division and civil
strife, we must keep faith with the vision
of Martin Luther King. We must not
allow that vision to be shrouded in the
bitterness and bigotry which moved the
assassin.

This is a time for all Americans to look
inward and to measure themselves. With
whom will we stand: The man who fired
the gun, or the man who fell before it?
The honest rage of this day must not be
spent in outbursts of the violence
spawned by the murderer. The pain felt
by Americans of all races over this ter
rible event will purify our Nation only if
it generates a sober and profound com
mitment to relieve the injustice which
Martin Luther King so valiantly opposed.

The ancient words of another land are
a fitting proclamation for us: "The king
is dead, long live the king." The king
who lives and who must be followed is
the man of peace, the spokesman of non-

violence, the preacher of tolerance, the
advocate of human progress through
love and cooperation. This is the spirit
we must preserve, the legacy we must
cherish.

Raucus voices now announce the
death of nonviolence in America. It is
up to us to prove them wrong. Bitter men
declare their contempt for the doctrine
of a man strUck down by one ignorant of
that doctrine. It is UP to us to demon
strate the lasting strength and decisive
value of what the victim proclaimed, not.
to mimic the viciousness and futility of
what the villain did.

Nonviolence is not dead and we must
not allow it to perish.

As Dr. King's life and works so vividly
show, it is a powerful and vibrant force
for good. It has brought this Nation far,
though not yet far enough. It has added
new dimensions to social justice in' this
land, though other dimensions remain
neglected. It w1ll carry us forward to
that promised land which Martin Luther
King glimpsed, and which he wished us
all to share.

His sacrifice in the service of this great
ideal calls us to accept the burden he has
now laid down. As Americans we can
receive no greater gift; as Americans we
can pursue no higher goal.

Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr. President,
along with millions of Americans, I am
saddened that a brave and dedicated
citizen of this country was shot down
last night by a cowardly assassin.

Dr. Martin Luther King, prophet of
nonviolence, worked night and day to
achieve equality of opportunity for all
people, the very core of both the Ameri
can system and the American dream.

Dr. King lived and died for his con
viction that no citizen of his country
should be a second-class citizen because
of the color of his skin.

Let each of us search our hearts and
minds as to the wisdom and the justice
of his stand; because the decisions we
thereupon make could well determine the
future security and well-being of the
United States.

AN EXTRA MEASURE OF DUTY

Mr. KUCHEL. Mr. President, the heart
of America is heavy and our people are
filled with a sense of shame and indigna~
tion. The bullet fired by. a :violent,
monstrous bigot has stilled the peaceful
voice of nonviolence in America. That
terrible criminal act--God forbid-could
reap a frightful whirlwind. It may be
that that is precisely what the bIgot
hoped for and planned.

There is an extra measure of duty to
his country falling on every citizen'today.
Each of us across the land, the govern
ing and the governed, the black and the
white, the rich and the poor, muStexer
cise his best leadership with the best that
he has in him in renewing'Amihica's
quest for justice, in an. atmosphere 'of
peace, and for individual dignity for
every citizen. ..Ui.!.\ iI'",

The death of Martin Luther KiIig,Jr.;
leader of the movement of nonviolence,
must not be followed by 'any eruption of
terror or of lawlessness.

Mr. President, bigotry is on the march
in America. Bigotry musLbe stopped.
Extremism could destroy this country.
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Extremism is not indigenous to any race.
Extremism cut down the life of a peace
loving American last night. Let the law
take its course. May justice be swift and
sure. May the American people exalt our
free societY-and respect it--even as a
depraved few seek to undermine and de
stroyit.

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President,
the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.,
was one of the very great men of our
generation. He was a man of God. He
was dedicated to the cause of complete
civil liberties and civil rights for all
Americans. He was dedicated to the idea
of accomplishing this by nonviolence, by
his eloquence and irrefutable logic. The
assassination in Memphis, Tenn., and the
assassination of President Kennedy in
Dallas, Tex., have been the cruelest blows
to the American people since the assas
sination of Abraham Lincoln. I fear the
dread portent of the hour. I am fearful
that violence is the curse of the land. We
must not permit that.

It is ironic that the two greatest apos
tles of nonviolence since the birth of our
Saviour nearly 2,000 years ago were Ma
hatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and both suffered violent
deaths at the hands of assassins. How
ever, an assassin's bullet can never de
stroy the legacy of hope and freedom
and peace that both of these great hu
man beings bequeathed to men of all
colors and creeds.

Those who are responsible for this
violent deed have murdered an unof
fending, God-fearing and innocent man
of great good will. They have also killed
something in the spirit and heart of
America. Let us hope that out of this
wanton and senseless act all Ameri
cans-Negro and white alike-will dedi
cate themselves anew to the ideals for
which Martin Luther King lived and
for which he died. We must go forward
with a greater sense of urgency to make
a reality of his dream of racial equality
and social justice and strive to com
plete the great work in which he was
engaged at the time of his death-the
elimination of poverty from our Nation.

In his dream for a world filled with
love, hope, and security he felt keenly
the desperate yearning for peace of all
people. His death will be mourned by
hundreds of millions of men and women
far from our Nation's shores as well as
here at home. Good people of every
shade of color and every creed know that
they have lost a dear friend.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is gone
and his voice. is stilled. However, his
noble spirit will not die.

Mr. President, the death of Martin
Luther King was a loss to our Nation
and to mankind. He also was a husband
and a father. To Mrs. Martin Luther
King and to their children I join with all
Americans in extending our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy.

Mr. BAKER. Mr. President, I join
8l;!nators today in anexpression of com
passion for the widow and children of
Martin Luther King. While nothing can
relieve the grief that they will bear, we
all hope' that somehow their grief' will
be lessened by the resolve of our 'Nation
to persevere in the ways of peace. '

There is a grim irony and poignance in
the fact that he died by the very violence
that he saw threatening his country.
We know from his last words and ac
tions that he saw even his own crusade
for equality among Americans menaced
by the violence he deplored. For he de
plored violence of every kind-violence
abroad, violence at home, violence by
whites, violence by blacks. At the mo
ment of his death he was deeply trou
bled that his own long and arduous
work might be subverted by persons and
purposes and methods entirely foreign
to what he sought to accomplish: the
peaceful, laWful, orderly absorption of
every American into the fullness of our
national life.

As men and women, our reaction to the
isolated deed of perverted violence must
be one of sorrow for his family. As Amer
icans, it must be one of renewed resolve
that our vigorous national efforts toward
full equality of opportunity and citizen
ship will be carried on within the fiexible
but peaceful framework of justice and
legal order.

Mr. PROXMffiE. Mr. President, too
many say that the Negro has lost a
great leader in the murder of Martin
Luther King. The fact is, America has
lost a great leader.

Martin Luther King was a very great
American. He was a man of peace who
preached racial harmony with more elo
quence than anyone else.

But, in the irony of his violent death,
too few are likely to note that the meas
ure of his greatness was not-I repeat,
not-his gentleness and love of peace,
but his dedication to a continuous pro
test to achieve the pride of full American
citizenship for the American Negro.

If we are honest, we will recognize
that in his life King's protest was not
popular in white America, or in this
body, or in Congress. By his own meas
ure, he had failed to achieve his goal.

But now, by his tragic, martyred
death, let us pray that King'S dream,
that great dream-as he touchingly ex
pressed it at the Lincoln Memorial in
the summer of 1963, which none of us
can ever forget-will become understood
and supported by white Americans, in
cluding those of us who serve in Con
gress, so that we can swiftly bling full
American citizenship to the American
Negro.

Mr. McINTYRE. Mr. President, the
words were spoken by a man from an
other country, over 300 years ago. John
Donne's thoughts then are true today.

No Man is an Island, entire of itself; every
man is II piece of the Continent, a part of
the maine; if a Clod be washed away by the
Sea, Europe is the less, as well as if 1\ Promen
tory were, as well as if a Manor of thy friends
or of thine own were; any man's death di
minishes me, because I am involved in Man
kind; And therefore never send to know for
whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.

Last night, in Memphis, the bell tolled
for all Americans and for all men every
where wl.o believe in human justice, dig
nity, and brotherhood.

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
was, in truth, involved in all mankind.
His deep faith in the rest of us, in our
capacity ultimately to do what was right,

sustained him in his crusade for rights
for all men. He had a dream that all men
could live as brothers, and that dream,
so eloquently expressed, gave our dreams
and our consciences a direction for
action.

He had a deeper faith, a more genuine
faith in America than did most Ameri
cans. We who are left, diminished by his
death, have the obligation to justify that
faith.

Mr. CHURCH. Mr. President, this
country is not divided between black men
and white men. This country is divided
between good men and bad.

Last night, a good man, who was black,
was foully murdered by a bad man, be
lieved to be white.

From this martyrdom, good men, black
and white together, must pledge them
selves anew to the Christian principles
for which Martin Luther King gave his
life.

Otherwise, the bad men, whatever
their color, will prevail and we shall come
to catastrophe-all to be plunged into a
bloodbath of hate.

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, Martin
Luther King is dead, a victim of man's
persistent inhumanity to man. With his
tragic passing, so sorrowfully reminis
cent of the death of President Kennedy,
we have lost the sanest and most persua
sive voice for moderation and nonvio
lence this Nation ever had. Although Dr.
King is dead, we must all pray that mod
eration and nonviolence have not died
with him.

We in this Chamber can help to make
that so, but we must act now-swiftly
to build for him a lasting monument of
law.

Justice and equality of oppOrtunity
were always his goals. We in the Con
gress must now demonstrate our rededi
cation to those same goals, not only out
of a sense of compassion for his loss, but
also because honor and duty require it.

Let the House pass the open housing
bill. Let us pass the emergency job bill.
Let us provide the funds to carryon the
war on poverty. Let us pass the equal em
ployment opportunity bill. Let us appro
priate whatever is needed to bring mean
ingful educational opportunity to the
deprived children of the slums.

Let us not cut back on Headstart pro
grams. Let us now, for God's sake, before
we are visited by national tragedy again,
pass the Federal Gun Control bill.

In this way, we in Congress can build
a living memorial to one of the greatest
Americans of our generation.

Mr. JAVITS. Mr. President. I speak
today, as others have spoken, with a
heart full of grief and tragedy.

A great man and an apostle of peace
has been taken from us.

This terrible tragedy has removed one
of the greatest and most inspiring lead
ers this century has produced.

In addition to the great shock and
deep feeling I have-which I know all
share for Mrs. King and her children
it is also a dangerous and delicate hour
in our national life. The wrong lessons
can be read from this terrible event. as
well as the right ones. The tendency
will be to read the wrong ones first, that
violence, which this terrible act demon-
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strates, will tend to be repaid with vio
lence with awful consequences to follow.
We have already seen some riots in New
York and in other cities throughout the
country.

Our leadership should be directed to
ward the dignity, respect, and honor
which this tragedy requires. That means
the continuance of peace, the use of the
processes of law to their utmost to find
the miscreants, and the hope of binding
up the wounds by the deep sorrow we
manifest and by the affirmative actions
which are looked for-and which Martin
Luther King looked for-as the basis for
the justice which he sought and for which
he gave his life.

It requires-and I am delighted that
the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr.
CLARK] has said it-the passage by the
House of the Senate civil rights bill with
relation to segregation in housing and the
very kinds of crimes which are involved
here which we would seek to punish ef
fectively under Federal law.

Mr. President, Martin Luther King was
a very great man. He would have been the
first, if he could speak to us today, to
counsel this kind of a living memorial.

The historic words "we shall over
come" are words of light, words of con-

o tinuity, and words of optimism. That is
the spirit of Martin Luther King.

There is much work for us to do. The
civil rights bill now in the other body is
one unfinished task. We will shortly be
debating the supplemental appropria
tions bill, either today, or Monday or
Tuesday next, which conta~ns another
kind of cause to which Martin Luther
King was deeply dedicated.

There are other memorials which will
keep his memory alive. There are
schools, there are bridges, there are air
ports, and there are many other things
in our Nation which should be used to
remind our children that there was a
Dr. Martin Luther King and how he
served and how he loved his country.

What all of us should have in our
minds and hearts in that he was for
justice for men of all races, not just
Negroes. For this he gave his life.

His life of nonviolence will overcome,
provided we take the appropriate lessons
from his life and tragic death, as I have
tried to outline, under the grief of the
moment, as some of those to which we
have to repair today.

So let us not just speak words of me
morial and pass the issue, but let us be
deeply impressed by Dr. Martin Luther
King's death as by his life, with the de
termination that we have it within our
power to bring about a realization of the
things for which he gave his life. Our
greatest tribute to his memory will be
to make them come true.

Mr. SPONG. Mr. President, the mur
der of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., last
night was a senseless act which does im
measurable harm to the cause of im
proved race relations. I wish to convey
my sympathy to his family, and to ex
press the hope that all people will remain
calm in the face of his tragic death.

Dr. King led a cause which is contro
versial, but we must recognize that his
tory clearly demonstrates that an idea
or a purpose cannot be dampened by the

murder of its leaders. It disturbs me that
in our civilized Nation this lesson has not
been learned.

We must work with renewed dedication
to resolve the problems of lawlessness
and crime, and to end the divisiveness
and polarization which threaten the
American dream of peace and tranquil
ity, and opportunity for all.

Mr. BYRD of Virginia. Mr. President,
I deeply deplore the assassination of Dr.
King. I regard this criminal act-this
senseless act-as a tragedy for all Amer
icans. The problems of our Nation can
not be solved by violence.

Mr. HART. Mr. President, many of us
will rise today in an effort to express
shock, sorrow, horror, and shame, and
then find-as I do-that the English
language, or at least my command of it,
is inadequate. .

These emotions are hard to express
you just say the words.

But how do you express the depth of
that sorrow, the extent of that horror,
the degree of that shock?

You can only hope that maybe it is
not necessary, that others can sense your
feelings because they share them, shar
ing perhaps also the inability to express
them properly.

I have the feeling, for example, that
my feelings about Martin Luther King's
death will be readily understood by the
wire service reporter--ordinarily an un
emotional, tough-minded lady-who
burst into unashamed tears during a
discussion of the subject in the Senate
coffeeshop this morning.

I am tempted to make the point that
whites and Negroes alike share a com
mon pool of sorrow this morning-but
that would be a superfluous remark to
those many whites who, at bus stops this
morning, murmured their grief to Negro
strangers.

And yet we cannot make it overabun
dantly clear to everyone in this Nation
that grief for this great man, this almost
biblical figure, is universal among all its
citizens.

To this end, certainly the Federal flags
should fiy at half-mast.

To this end, every citizen should feel
no hesitation in expressing feelings of
hurt and shock to neighbors, coworkers,
and friends.

To this end, I would be hopeful that
such a common grief might be expressed
in an early memorial service, perhaps
one on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial
that could recapture that moving mo
ment of brotherhood that characterized
the civil rights march of 1963 when Mar
tin Luther King spoke of his dream for
America.

At this moment, the Nation is unified
by its grief.

Before his death, Dr. King wrote an
article that appears in Look magazine
this week.

In it, he wrote:
All of us are on trial in this troubled hour,

but time stl1l permits us to meet the future
with a clear conscience.

Dr. King's life was dedicated to such a
future. We must all pray that his death
will strengthen-not diminish-the Na
tion's drive to achieve it.

But, most of all-andI speak now to
white Americans-we had better recog
nize that expressions of sympathy grate
fully received are meaningless unless
they are coupled with action, action on
the fronts that have been identified for
years. And that is Congress' responsi
bility, among many others' in this
country.

Mr. PELL. Mr. President, the assas~

sination of Dr. Martin Luther King is
a tragedy and one that makes me
ashamed that a fellow man has done
such an awful deed.

This murder is a double tragedy in
that the apostle of nonviolence, Dr.
King, was killed by violence which can
produce even more hate and violence.
He was truly a martyr to the cause of
eradicating racial hatred, the most ir
rational hatred there is.

I would very much hope that we might
accord Dr. King the honor· of lying in
state in the rotunda of the Capitol, and
urge that thought upon my colleagues
in the Congress. I also urge that the Na
tion honor the memory of this most dis
tinguished citizen by observing an offi
cial period of mourning and that our
National flag be lowered across the land
out of respect for his martyrdom.

Such a step would indicate that we
of the white so-called establishment
grieve over this murder as much as do
any of our fellow citizens.

I know how deeply I grieve over this
senseless murder, and I extend all my
sympathy and sorrow to Mrs. King and
the whole of Dr. King's family.

Mr. MONDALE. Mr. President, more
than any other man in this Nation's his
tory Martin Luther King brought the
Negro to America's conscience. He be
came the visible of the invisible men. It
took a man of unquestioned courage and
conviction, a man of irreproachable
character, a man of unmatched elo
quence, a man of God to first confront us
with the racism and repression in our
own country.

Martin Luther King led his people to
new self-respect. Like Moses, he was a
man with a vision of the promised land.
Moses at the close of his life stood on a
mountaintop and looked upon the better
land he had envisioned. To Moses, scrip
ture says, the Lord spoke, saying:

I have let you see it with your own eyes,
but you shall not go over there.

Alluding to these words two nights
ago in Memphis, King spoke:

It doesn't matter With me because I've
been to the mountain top ... I may not get
there with you, but I want you to know
tonight that we as a people Vim get to the
promised land.

Martin Luther King died in his fight
to make men free. The foremost
proponent of a nonviolent confrontation
between the races is dead. His generosity
to the white man, his belief in the basic
good will of all men, and his dramatic,
nonviolent action enabled him to speak
to both races. IDs death, strangely,
vindicates the black nationalists. Now
we are confronted with' increasing
militancy, with lessening tolerance.

This day of mournmg for him brings
to a climax history's sweep 0 through a
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decade~from early years of hope for an
integrated AmeriC,ll. to this year of self~

consuming rage. In 1963 Martin Luther
King spoke for the country from the
Lincoln Memorial: ~'I have a dream,"
a dream of racial brotherhood, of a na
tion where, AmeriCans are judged not
"by the color of their skin but by the
content of their character:' Last month
the dream seemed farther from reality
than. ever when the Riot Commission
warned, "Our Nation'ls moving toward
two societies, one black, one. white.,---sep
arate and unequal."

King himse,lf•. speaking here in. Wash
iIlgtort6h~imday.and despairing the re
spoI1se .of. whlte Americans ami of 9011
gresll t?,prograIIls for the poo.r!· warned:
. We cannot'afford to remain asieep,There

are two .. chaliengesto .America. The chal~

lenges ire racism and poverty.

Wecan pra;ytoday that the death of
the noI1violent leader will not bring vio
lenceto life. In the days ahead. we Olust
act to fuifill King's dream." .
.A sick. white American yesterday con

ceded and admitted the argument of the
black'" militantS:-the argument that
white America is basically dishonest and
indecent: It is up to the Congress today
to lend powerful support to· the. argu
nltmt of black moderates by immediately
passing the 1968 civil rights bill, and by
moving quickly to provide employment
and housing opportunities for all blacks
and whites. Last night on nationwide
television, Whitney Young told the Na
tion that moderate black leadership has
suffer.ed by this deed a grave setback
and that the response today cannot come
from black moderates. It must come
from'" white America~and the repre
simtatives' .of, white America in the
Congress.

It may. indeed, be too late for white
America-too late to peacefully and
calnily repair the hideous destruction to
man and spirit wrought by a hundred
years of slavery and discrimination. But
that should no longer be our gWding
principle.

We can only move now by doing what
is right. .

Even talk and speeches of regret
however' genuin~are insufficient. We
need to keep faith with our black broth
ers in the same way that Martin Luther
King kept constant faith with white
America. In the midst of the most out
rageousviolence and brutality, Martin
Luther King constantly reminded his
followers that there were masses of de
cent white people who would rise up to
give blacks their rights and equality.

He gave to white America a presump
tion of innocence and good faith. But the
burden has nowshifted--on our heads
is a terrible presumption of gWlt and
inhumanity, which we can erase only by
deeds, 'not words. By legislation, not
speeches. And by programs. not talk of
calm and good will.

Mr. MORSE. Mr. President, last night
Martin Luther King was assassinated by
Q bullet of :racial bigotry and intolerance.
When he fell,a great Christian fell and
agrell.t Mnerican died. Martin Luther
:King lived the teachings of Christ. and
ta,ughtthe teachings of Christ; and his-

tory will record that he made a great
contribution to the destiny of our coun
try in a time of great crisis.

In 1964. he was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for his work in civil rights,
and for his dedication to bringing peace
between and among the races in our
country; but Martin Luther King has
also been a great leader in the peace
movement in our country in respect to
the need for great changes in' American
foreign pOlicy. to the end that that pol
icy would be a more effective instrumen
tality for producing peace around the
world rather than war.

At the tUne of the great march on
Washington. I was one of four Senators
who sat throughout the ceremony at
Lincoln's monument. In fact, the four of
us literally sat at the feet of Martin
Luther King. for we sat on the step of
the monument just below the podium
from which he' made that great speech
that will go down in the history of Amer
ican rhetoric as one of the great orations
of our times.

In the course of that speech, he uttered
the following paragraphs. which I wish
to· quote today because I know of no
greater tribute that could be paid to this
great American than the inspiration of
his own words, when he said:

I say to you today, my friends, even though
we face the difficulties of today and tomor
row, I sUll have a dream. It is a dream deeply
rooted In the American dream. I have a
dream that one day this nation will rise up
and llve out the true meaning of Its creed:
"We hold these truths to be self-evident that
all men are created equal."

I have.a dream that one day on the red
hllls of Georgia the sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slaveowners wlll be
able to sit down together at the table of
brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the
state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with
the heat of Injustice, sweltering with the
heat of oppression, will be transformed Into
an oasis of freedom and justice. I have a
dream that my four little children will one
day live In a nation where they wlll not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the
content of their character. I have a dream
today.

I have a dream that one day down In Ala
bama with Its vicious racists, with Its Gover
nor having his llps dripping with the words
of Interposition and nulllfication-one day
right there In Alabama, little black boys and
black girls wlll be able to join hands with
llttle white boys and white girls as sisters
and brothers.

I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day every valley

shall be exalted, every hlll and mountain
shall be made low, the rough places wlll be
made plain and the crooked places will be
made straight, and the glory of the Lord shaIl
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.

This Is our hope. This Is the faith that I
go back to the South with. With this faith
we will be able to hew out of the mountain
of despair a stone of hope. With this faith
we wlll be able to transform the jangllng
discords of our nation into a beautifUl sym
phony of brotherhOod. With this faith we
wiIl be able to work together, to pray to
gether. to struggle together, to go to jail
together, to stand up for freedom together,
knOWing that we will be free one day.

He left us the heritage of that dream.
He left us the responSibility,as free men
and women across this country, to see to
it that the realization for which he

prayed. worked, and fought shall become
the policy of the Republic. That, I think,
is the essence of the dream that he left
with us to carry forward into reality.

Mr. BYRD of West Virginia. Mr. Presi
dent, I ask un~nimousconsent that I may
be permitted to proceed for not to ex
ceed 15 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? The Chair hears none, and it
is so ordered.

Mr. BYRD of West Virginia. Mr. Presi
dent, I rise today to express a great sor
row at what happened yesterday in
Memphis. It need not have happened, and
it should not have happened. For to
take the life of a human being, except
in self-defense or in the defense of
others, is an awful thing to comprehend.
Life comes to man,not of himself, and
once it is taken away it cannot be re
turned again. Yet, since Cain slew his
brother Abel, man has continued to vio
late God's law and take that which he
cannot restore. Daily, everywhere,
throughout the land, men die at the
hands of othei' men. Here in the Capital
of the Nation, women are made widows,
and children are made orphans, because
human life is taken by the gunman or
the .knife wielder. And only when the
Victim is an individual of rank, or sta
tion, or title, or broad reputation, does
the Nation mourn. Yet, one life is just
as precious as is any other, and death's
sorrow is just as real to the loved ones
of the policeman or the fireman or the
young secretary whose life has been
cruelly and brutally snatched away as it
is to the home of the famous or the
home of the great.

The Commandment says, "Thou shalt
not kill," but man defies and violates
God's law daily throughout the land,
and man violated God's law yesterday
in Memphis.

If we would only learn to cherish and
live according to God's commandments
and the laws of the land, ours would be
a better country and a greater country
and many a home would be spared of
grief.

Mr. President, I was not an admirer
of Dr. Martin Luther King. but I regret,
as much as any Senator regrets. the
tragedy that befell him, and I feel sorrow
for his family. I was shocked but I was
not surprised at what happened, be
cause of the tension that existed in
Memphis. Now it has happened, and it
is a tragic thing. I fear that bad mat
ters may only be made worse, that old
hatreds may be rekindled, new hatreds
may be born, more blood may be spilled,
and more lives may be taken. .

Why, Mr. President, cannot our peo
ple revere and respect and obey the laws
of the country which gave most of us
birth and which we all should love?

There is a lesson to be drawn from
what happened in Memphis and from
what has been happening with increas
ing intensity throughout the Nation in
recent years. That is. that mass protests,
mass demonstrations, and mass marches
and the like-whether labeled nonvio
lent or otherwis~an only serve to
encourage unrest and disorder, and to
provoke violence and bloodshed.
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And, in the end, those who advocate

such methods often become, themselves,
the victims of the forces they them
selves have set in motion.

This, in a manner, is what happened
to Dr. King. He usually spoke of non
violence. Yet, violence all too often at
tended his actions. And, at the last, he
himself met a violent end.

There are those who will believe that
his death in Memphis was for a just
cause. Yet, even in fighting for a just
cause, one must pursue his course with
reason, with due regard for the public
welfare and good order, and with due
respect for the law.

Dr. King must have known that, riot
ing having erupted from last week's at
tempted march in Memphis, there was,
in its wake, such an atmosphere of ten
sion as to make his presence in that city
dangerous to himself and to others, at
least for the time being. He must have
known that the situation was volatile,
and that passions had become greatly
inflamed.

Yet, I regret he persisted in his course,
continued to exhort his following to
renew the march next week, and told the
cheering audiences that a Federal court
injunction would be ignored. "We're not
going to let any injunction turn us
around," he said, according to press
reports.

Mr. President, no man can determine
for himself whether or not a court in
junction is legal or illegal, constitutional
or unconstitutional. To do so would be to
take the law unto one's own hands.

Justice Frankfurter said:
If one man can be allowed to determine for

himself what Is law, every man can. That
means, first, chaos, then tyranny.

Mr. President, one cannot preach non
violence and, at the same time, advocate
defiance of the law, whether it be a
court order, a municipal ordinance, or a
state or Federal statute. For to defy the
law is to invite violence, especially in a
tense atmosphere involving many hun
dreds or thousands of people. To invite
violence is to endanger one's. own life.
And one cannot live dangerously always.

Paul said, in his Epistle to the Ro
mans:

Let every soul be sUbject unto the higher
powers.

He said, in his Epistle to Titus:
Put them In mind to be subject to prin

cipalities and powers, to obey magistrates,
to be ready to every good work.

And he said, in his second Epistle to
the Thessalonians:

Now, we command you, brethren, In the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye with
draw yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly.

Thus, we are exhorted to obey the law
and to respect authority, Mr. President,
and those who refuse to do this cause
serious risks to themselves and to others.

The words of Proverbs are as true to
day as they were in the day of King Solo
mon, who is thought to have written
them:

Whoso keepeth the law Is a wise son; but
he that Is a companion of riotous men sham
eth his father.

Dr. King's profession was that of a
minister. But no man is required to be
a member of the clergy to be able to
read and to understand these simple
passages from the scriptures, and all
men would profit from obedience thereto.

This is an hour of great emotion
throughout the land, Mr. President, and
it is an hour of shame and remorse and
sorrow.

But it should also be a time for sober
reflection by all citizens.

And out of this moment should come
a spirit of rededication to the principles
of equal justice for every man, whatever
his race, and a reawakening of respect
for law and order on the part of every
man, whatever his race.

Neither men nor mobs can continue to
create disorder and disregard the laws
and disrupt the orderly functioning of
government at any level, without shaking
the very foundations of our society, tear
ing our country asunder, and destroying
themselves in the end.

We must, if we are to avoid disaster,
strive to live in peace, work together in
harmony, seek redress for our grievances
through established legal processes, and
strive always for the preservation of good
order.

This, I hope, will be the lesson we will
all draw from the tragic events of re
cent days in Memphis.

Mr. President, this, as I have said, is a
time of deep emotion. We may have on
our hands a highly flammable situation
in which passions will determine events
of the day. What I am saying is difficult
to say at a time like this, it may be misin
terpreted by some, and it may not be con
sidered entirely in keeping with the views
being' expressed by many, but I feel con
strained to make this call to reason-in
the hope that the reactions of all our peo
ple may be influenced by careful thought
of what is needed to steer the Nation
through this confused and troubled
period.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, George
Bernard Shaw wrote:

Some men see things as they are and ask
Why. I see things that have ne~er been and
ask why not.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a
man who asked why not. His assassina
tion is a sad, sad, sorrowful thing, but
not only for his family. It is, Mr. Presi
dent, a great American tragedy.

It is tragically ironic that a man who
dedicated his life to the concept of non
violence should himself be stricken down
by Violence.

Mr. President, Dr. King adhered
faithfully all his life to the concept of
nonviolence, and if his life and death are
to have their greatest meaning, all
Americans, black and white, must now
renew their dedication to that principle.

He also stood for an equally great con
cept, the concept of hope. Throughout
all his life, Dr. King, by his words and
his acts, exemplified an abiding hope and
confidence in the American system, a
deep and abiding hope and confldence in
the reservoir of goodness which has al
ways existed in this country. He never
faltered in his belief that justice would
triumph for all people and that America

would soon commence to live up to its
highest ideals.

Mr. President, at a time such as this,
each of us in America must pause and
take a hard and painful look at our
selves and resolve to remove from our
lives, and from the life of our Nation,
the ugliness which makes one man less
than another.

As we view the surging events of our
turbulent .generation, we must almost
want to cry out with Hamlet:
The time Is out of joint: 0 cursed spite,
That ever I was born to set It rightl

But we, Mr. President, who serve in
this Chamber, were born to set it right.
The way is clear. And set it right we must.

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, the great
pOet Goethe once said:

Nothing Is more terrible than ignorance
In action.

The senseless and cowardly assassina
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has
robbed America of a brave and dedicated
citizen.

The causes of freedom,individual dig
nity, human compassion, and decency
have suffered immeasurably.

As a demonstration of the profound
grief which is felt throughout this coun
try today, I urge the President of the
United States to officially proclaim a
week of national mourning.

I also implore my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to approve the
civil rights protection b1ll, which was
passed overwhelmingly by the Senate
last month.

Martin Luther King will remain an
inspiration for all Americans. His beliefs
and convictions will triumph over the
warped thinking of bigots and racists,
and those few who are infected by their
venom.

I pray that the shock of this tragic
event will bring all Americans closer to
gether, rather than destroying all rea
son.

All men of good w1ll must now join,
without hesitation, in fighting the bat
tle which Dr. King fought so unselfishly
for us. His vision of nonviolence and jus
tice must not be allowed to fade.

Mr. McGEE. Mr. President, our land
has been visited once again by the sense
less violence of an assassin. All men of
good w1ll, I know,are shocked and sad
dened by the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King, the apostle of nonviolence
and world-recognized advocate of peace.
He has died a violent death.

Mr. President. at a time such as this,
recriminations are easy. Violence so
easily begets violence. Vengeance is a
natural instinct. Recrimination, violence,
and vengeance, however,were not the
ways of the Rev. Martin Luther King. In
this sad hour, Mr. President, we must
hope and pray that this gospel of peace
and nonviolence will prevail in the face
of the tragedy which has taken his life.
Martin Luther King had a dream. It was
about the brotherhood of man, but more
specifically about the brotherhood of all
Americans. It cannot be achieved by vio
lence on either side of the so-called color
line, but only by a determination to live
up to our beliefs and be truly men of good
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w11l. The 'achievement of that dream is
the only fitting meIl}orial to the leader of
men who, wa's struck down so cowardly
and so senselessly in Memphis last night.
I join my colleagues in expressing' a
sense of deep regret and grief to Dr.
King'S widow. and family, to his col
leagues in the, Southern Christian Lead
ership Conference, and to the millions of
Americans of all races who mourn his
death.

Mr. TALMADGE. Mr. President, the
assassination of Dr; Martin Luther King,
Jr., was a despicable and cowardly act.
I extend my deepest sympathy to the
members of his family.

Criine and mob violence and the fear
of crime and mob violence has been the
most serious domestic problem in our
Nation for several years. If our country
is to remain strong and free with liberty
and justice for all, crime, and mob vio
lence and insane aots such as the one last
night must cease..

Unless reasonable men, of both races
and all political persuasions, prevaU in
these trying times, I fear for the future
safety of this great Nation. I pray that
reason will prevaU so that, all our peo
ple can work together for solutions to
our common problems.

Mr. FONG. Mr. President, the assas
sination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., is a great national tragedY.
America has lost one of her greatest
civil rights leaders and our Negro citi
zens a real champion.

Dr. King held steadfastly to the belief
that gains' in human rights could be
achieved without violence. He preached
nonviolence' vigorously and with great
conviction.

He was a leading major force in the
drive to improve the lot of the Negro in
education, housing, fair employment,
voting rights, a.nd equal access to pub
lic facUities and accommodations.

Now we must be more determined than
ever to eliminate the blight of racial dis
crimination from all aspects of Ameri
can life and redouble our efforts .to
achieve the goal of full equality and
freedom for all Americans.

Mr. TYDINGS. Mr. President, last
night, for the second time in 5 years, a
giant among us was cut down by a lu
natic's bullet. Dr. Martin Luther King,
man of God, man of peace, man of enor
mous courage and leadership, is dead.
Let US pray for his soul and for the spirit
of justice and nonviolence through
which he accomplished so much.

This is no time for more violence or
more hate. The world has grown much
too small for injustice, much too small
for hate.

We may never be able to eliminate the
kind of madness which struck down Dr.
King, but we have no excuse for hatred
or callousness to the condition of our
fellow man. Congress has it in its power
to act against the ignorance, poverty, Ul
housing, 'and bad health which aflllcts
many of our citizens in all parts of this
Nation. Congress must act.

In a few years of his life, Dr. King
achieved far more through nonviolence
than all hate's black apOstles could dream
of or hate's white apostles could stoP.

Dr. King's mllitant appeal to reason,

love, and justice produced the CivU
Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, and
scores of breakthroughs for justice and
decency in cities and States across the
Nation. May his death not be in vain.
Let every American renounce hate and
violence and rededicate himself to jus
tice and decency for every citizen.

Mr. President, I ask that the edi
torials appearing in today's Baltimore
Sun, Washington Post, and New York
Times commemorating Dr. King's life
and achievements be printed at this point
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the editorials
were ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

[From the Baltimore (Md.) Sun, Apr. 5,
1968)

MARTIN LtrrHER KING

The kUling of Martin Luther King is a
national tragedy, the consequences of Which
are not readily foreseeable. His was the voice
of inspIration for millions of American Ne
groes. His was the marching figure of un
daunted insistence on individual rIghts and
respect. From the 1955 days of the Mont
gomery (Ala.) bus boycott, his was the strIde
toward freedom that remained unbroken and
drew an impressive following while others
faltered or flamed out and went off in diverse
directions.

White resentment of Dr. King and at times
overt hostility accompanied his every move.
Even those in full sympathy with what he
was trying to do had occasion to question
his tactics. But now that he lles dead there
must come the overWhelming reallzatlon that
there was none other of his stature, that
here was a man committed to a Gandhian
principle of non-violent, passive resistance
Who again and again demonstrated that so
cial changes could be brought about through
peaceful means. His voice Is needed today,
and it wUl be needed tomorrow, but It has
been brutally stilled.

The nation can only wonder anxiously What
voIces wUl take Dr. King's place. If his truths
march on as he would have wanted them to,
the voices Will be those of moderation and
they will be answered in kind at each point
of resistance against which he struggled.

[From the Washington (D.C.) Post,
Apr. 5,1968)

A CRUEL AND WANTON ACT
Martin Luther King Is the victim of a cruel

and wanton act that will be deplored from
one end of this country to the other. There
Is about this assault upon the great Negro
leader the same kind of wanton senseless
ness that overtook the man whose tactics he
emulated-Mahatma GandhI. Men of good
w1ll, noble purpose and pacific impUlses en
joy no Immunity from violence, no matter
how they shun It In their personal conduct.

Those who are responsible for this vile deed
have kllledan unoffending, God-fearing and
Innocent man of great goodw1Il; they have
also kllled soml1thlng in the spirit and heart
of the American people where lived the bright
hope for reconclI1atlon between the races.

That hope Will be resurrected, because It
cannot be utterly extinguished even by so
wanton and dastardly a deed. It Is possible
to k1ll men like Martin Luther King, but the
Ideas for which they stand are not mortal or
destructible. Americans of Negro and white
descent al1ke, of all races and of all creeds,
will gather around the principles that he
espoused and carry his message to the mUlti
tudes.

The dream of which he spoke so eloquently
at the Lincoln Memorial In 1963 must seem
tonight, to many of his sorroWing country
men and embittered fellow citizens, farther
than ever from fulfillment. But that shining

vision and bright hope wlll yet prevail. It
must be our resolve to go forward With a
grea.ter sense of urgency to make a real1ty of
his dream of racial equality and social
Justice.

[From the New York Times, Apr. 5, 1968J
"THE NEED OF ALL HUMANrrY"

The assassin's bullet that extinguished the
life of Dr. King has struck deep Into the
fabric of this country and has torn Into
the fiber of every American of every race,
color and creed. Each one of us has died
a I1ttle With the death of Martin Luther
King, who recentlY wrote:

"Nonviolence, the answer to the Negro's
need, may become the answer to the most
desperate need of all humanity."

Dr. King's murder is a national disaster,
depriving Negroes and whites al1ke of a
leader of integrity, vision and restraint. The
calamity of his loss wUl require a maXImum
of self-control and steadiness of nerve on
the part of all the American people.

The cause for Which Dr. King died w1ll
find renewed strength and purpose In the
Inspiration of his memory, and it w1ll surely
triumph, for the cause is just.

Mr. MAGNUSON. Mr. President, a
great American has fallen. The loss Is
not that of race or sect, but of the
Nation.

Who among us will ever forget that
powerful day in August when hundreds
of thousands of Americans converged on
the Lincoln Memorial in peace, to be pro
foundly moved by Martin Luther King'S
vision of the American dream.

It was his dream "that my four little
children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the
color of their skin but by the content of
their character." With moral force, not
armed force, he made a nation face its
conscience.

We must draw strength and moral
commitment from his life.

We must buUd toward his dream for
our country or face the nightmare of
society at war with itself.

It is fitting that we remember Dr.
Martin Luther King as he stood before
the great statute of Lincoln, for he came
among us to redeem Lincoln's own pledge
to his people; he fell as Lincoln fell and
he becomes, as Lincoln became, an in
spiration for the world.

Mr. CASE. Mr. President, It was a
tragic and senseless murder. Dr. King
personified the conviction that nonvio
lence could bring effective redress of an
cient wrongs and present grievances. It
is a bitter thing for all Americans that
his dream of America should be shat
tered by a coward's bullet.

Mr. HATFIELD. Mr. President, Mar
tin Luther King was an eloquent advo
cate of nonviolence in a world often torn
apart by violence and Ul will. In his own
way he sought to bring peace and
brotherhood to a world beset by war
and racial conflict. He saw clearly that
the violence abroad was in fact closely
linked to the violence which we suffer
at home. He was among those who spoke
up and declared that we as a nation
must face up to the facts of life and that
we cannot continue to pour billions of
dollars into the machinery of war
abroad while cutting down the bUdget
for the machinery of projects of peace
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at home. The issue he joined was this:
Just where do our priorities lie? Is it
more important to kill Vietcong in
South Vietnam or to save the embittered
poor in our own country? Is it more
important to bomb Vietnam's cities into
rubble or to reconstruct our own? Is it
more important to involve ourselves in
a revolutionary war in Vietnam or to
prevent a revolutionary war at home?

There is a time to mourn but there
is also a time to build. Our thoughts
are with the dead, but our actions must
be with the living to meet their needs
and to fulfill the legacy of Martin Luther
King.

Mr. MONRONEY. Mr. President, I
want to join my colleagues in paying
tribute to a great moderate leader who
advanced the causes of equality and jus
tice for all men. It is a tremendous
tragedy that such a man should die in a
country where he fought so valiantly to
preserve order and equal rights for all
Americans.

I think the brutal, senseless, cowardly
killing of the Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., illustrates the danger
of extremism, in whatever form, or
wherever found, to the American ideal
that Dr. King sought to advance. Death
of leaders is not progress, nor is it a halt
to the steady spread of the great truths
they teach and proclaim. Most of us
learned this on the death of our beloved
President, John F. Kennedy.

May the death of Dr. King serve as a
reminder that there is much work to be
done to achieve the free society of all
men.

HATE REAPS ANOTHER VICTIM

Mr. BARTLETT. Mr. President, victim
of an assa~sin'sbullet, Dr. Martin Luther
King lies dead today. Victim of the racial
strife which has permeated this country
for many scores of years, a great man is
mourned today. Victim of the violence
which taints the spirit of this country,
one more voice of reason has been si
lenced forever.

I sat in shocked disbelief, Mr. Presi
dent, when news of Dr. King's death
reached me last evening. Yet now I real
ize that there should have been no shock;
I should not have been incredulous. Only
one hate-filled man is required to snuff
out the life of a dozen or more good men.
And not just Memphis, but New York,
San Francisco, Detroit, Newark, Selma,
Little Rock, Baltimore, Washington, and
cities stretched across the length and
breadth of this land of ours, are filled
with countless numbers of hate-filled
people. They hate Catholics and Jews;
Negroes and Indians; the Italian immi
grant and the Irish. They hate the
French and the Communists. They hate
and hate and hate. The objects of their
hatred are legion; their victims, often
unknown except on such dramatic occa
sions as this. No, Mr. President, I should
not have been surprised. Enough hate
mongers roam this land to strike down
a Martin Luther King or any other real
or imagined object of their hate. But
this realization does not diminish the
overpowering sadness, my deep distress,
the terrible grief I share with Dr. King's
family and friends. Their loss is the Na
tion's loss, and a glievous loss it is.

Let us pray that Dr. King'S death will
bring the beginning of the .fulfillment
of the dream of which he spoke so elo;'
quently that bright August day in 1963.
Let us hope that this generation of
Americans begins now to realize that
hatred begets hatred, that violence
breeds violence, that intolerance, injus
tice, inequality, and all the other evils
which plague our society do it almost
irreparable harm.

Let us pray, Mr. President, that Dr.
King's children and the children of
oppressed people through this land shall
be able to live in an America which has
attained the ideal toward which it has
striven for 200 years. The question is
not Negro rights, Indian rights, or minor
ity rights of any kind. The question is:
Are we ever going to grant to all Amer
icans those inalienable rights for which
so much blood has already been shed
in this country? For that cause, Dr. King
has now become victini to this national
bloodletting. How many more victims
there will be before it ends, I dare not
think.

Mrs. King and her family have lost a
good husband and father. The Negro
people have lost one of the. greatest
leaders of our time. This Natioh mourns
an outstanding American whose life was
an example to us all. May we emulate
that example.

ACT TO REPLACE SLUMS AS TRIBUTE TO
MARTIN LUTHER KING

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, I
join with all my colleagues in express
ing my most profound sorrow over the
events which transpired last night. Dr.
King was a great man and will be sorely
missed. However, life goes on and the
greatest memorial we can contribute to
his memory is to continue to work to
ward the complete equaUty of white and
Negro through nonviolent means.

One of the ways in which we can act,
and act now, is to make sure that the
slum dwellers, many of whom are Negro,
have fit places to live.

The passage of my bill, S. 3234, should
dramatically increase the number of re
pairs slunllords would make on their
properties, while dramatically decreas
ing the time it takes these slumlords to
make these repairs required by law.

As I pointed out on Wednesday and
Thursday, many of the slum properties
are owned by a few large slumlords who
make immense profits on the properties
because of the many tax advantages
afforded landlords under the Internal
Revenue Code. The largest tax advantage
is the depreciation deduction which
shelters from taxation large portions of
the income these slumlords receive. If
slumlords were threatened with the loss
of this deduction if they failed to main
tain their properties in the minimal
fashion required by law, they would
surely make the required repairs within
the time allowed by law. No longer would
they be able to hide behind crowded
court dockets and be willing to risk the
light fines imposed by most courts for
violating the housing codes. The penalty
for violating housing codes would be
drastically increased. This would affect
primarily the slumlords, not the majority

of landlords who are careful to maintain
their property in goOd repair. - -

Another great benefit from the pas
sageof S. 3234 would .be that it could be
effective now without the expenditure of
vast sums of money we cannot·afford
to spend. -

We must act now. The terrible tragedy
that occurred last night should be a
lesson to' us all. The senseless rioting
that occurred last night, right here in
our Nation's Capital, indicates the deep
undercurrent of resentment .festering
within ghetto dwellers because of their
living .conditions. Let us act now to
alleviate some of the problems'. facing
them and help carry out Dr. King's
movement' toward equality in a non
violent fashion.

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
President; I am stunned by the brutal
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King.
That such a sick and wanton killing can
occur in a civilized society fills me with
sorrow. and anger, and shame. .

Dr. King's death is a tragic loss for his
family•. for his people, for. the Nation,
and for the world. '.

To Mrs.' King and her grief-stricken
family. I extend my .condolences and
prayers. To the Negro people. whom he
led with understanding and effective
ness, I. offer my . heartfelt sympathies
for the loss of a great leader. And to citi
zens everywhere I express my hope that
reason and compassion will prevail in a
time of anguish and despair.

The death of Dr. King will affect the
lives of everyone of us. To the down
trodden, the poor. the victims of dis
criniination, the loss is especially griev
ous. For Dr. King represented hope' and
courage and the vision of a new America
brightened by the reconciliation of black
and white, rich and poor.

This vision cannot die with one man.
What he has set in motion is far greater
than a single bUllet, a singlewantori act,
a single blemish on the march toward
human equality: .

The Birmingham boycott. The march
on Washington, Selma, and Montgomery.
These are more than names arid. events.
They are symbols which have altered the
course of history, touched a nation's con
science, and pointed a path to asttonger
future compatible with historic ideals of
American society.

Dr. Martin Luther King is dead. Let us
make a declaration that his cause and
unswerving dedication to nonviolence did
not cease with yesterday's events. Let all
Americans, white and black, resolve· to
gether the differences that regrettably
have kept us apart.

Let this Congress fulfill itsobligations
to rectify the inequities and the wrongs
that still persist through this land.

Let America's tribute to him be the
realization in our lifetime of the dream
of brotherhood. Let the memory of his
martyrdom be the renewed dedication to
his philosophy of nonvlolenceas the in
strument of constructive change. And let
history record. that his entire, life and
death, his sufferings and unshakeable
belief in this Nation and its people, shall
not be for naught. No greater tribute can
stand for any man..

Mr. DODD. Mr. President,Iwas
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The committee still rejected the bill; th's
time by a vote of 8 to 5.

In a final effort to get action, I pre
sented a modified bill that did not apply
to long arms. Even with this modification
we were oIlly able to achieve a tie vote
of 6 to 6.

The four absent Senators are now
being polled to determine their position
on the gun bill, as amended.

I am hopeful that the final vote will
be favorable and that it will thus pave
the way for the entire Senate to have
an opportunity to work its will on this
gun bill.

Mr. PEARSON. Mr. President, today
is a sad day for all America and the
world. A man who believed in peace and
the brotherhood of man was brutally
slain in Memphis last night because he
dared to carry his views where they were
unpopular.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a
passionate apostle of the nonviolent
method of carrying forward the civil
rights movement for Negro equality. In
the end, it was this passion which de
stroyed him-and perhaps with him the
hope for a peaceful integration of the
Negro into the mainstream of American
life. Unafraid of danger, welcoming
challenge, always convinced of the ul
timate decency of white America, Mar
tin Luther King, Jr., lived and died with
the courage of his convictions. Had he
believed less intensely in his cause or
had he been more of a careful politician,
perhaps he would not have taken the
chances he did.

Mr. President, it is too early to ac
curately access the place of Dr. King
in American history. That he pressed
insistently for what he felt was right is
far beyond question. What we must
wonder now is what effect will this death
have on the Negroes who shared his
faith that white America is basically
decent and only needed to be shown
where injustice existed in order to re
spond. I fear that much of this faith
has been shattered and that our coun
try is facing increasing bitterness and
divisiveness-an ironic legacy for a man
who scorned those who preached sep
aration.

Mr. President, the belief in us, in the
ultimate justice of our democracy and
in the American dream that Martin
Luther King, Jr., so often and eloquently
expressed must not be allowed to perish
with him. Moderation must prevail and
we in the Senate bear a special respon
sibility to insure that it does.

shocked and. saddened by the senseless
killing in Memphis.last night of Dr.
Martin Luther King. And I am sure that
this was the reaction of every American
citizen worthy of the name.

Like all crusaders, Dr. King had his
critics. But not even his critics can deny
that he made a truly outstanding con
tribution to the cause of civil rights and
that, to the bitter end, in the face of
many threats of violence, he remained as
unyielding as Ghandi in his commitment
to nonviolence.

No one who lived through the great
march on Washington in 1963 will ever be
able to forget Dr. King's impassioned
vision of a greater and better America
of an America governed by social justice
and brotherhood and racial harmony.

I can think of no more effective way
of honoring the memory of Dr. Martin
Luther King than redoubling our efforts
to achieve the ideal America for which
he was so eloquently a spokesman.

Dr. King's untimely death was a warn
ing that our society cannot afford the
luxury of bigotry and race hatred.

His death imposes on each one of us
the moral duty to seek to overcome that
which,is intolerant in us; to resist the
prejudices from which even good men
frequently suffer; and to take those posi
tive measures which must be taken to
eliminate the serious vestiges of inequal
ity and social injustice inherited from a
tragic historic past.

One other lesson emerges from the
tragedy of Dr. King's assassination.

For years now I have been fighting for
a gun bill that would impose at least a
modest measure of control over the sale
of firearms by prohibiting the interstate
mail-order sale of firearms. This meas
ure has, regrettably, been resisted
by a powerful combination in the Sen
ate, which has been supported and en
couraged by formidable lobbying inter
ests.

President Kennedy was killed with a
weapon purchased through the mails by
Lee Harvey Oswald, under an assumed
name.

Dr. King has ,now been killed with a
rifle whose owner has not yet been
identified.

How many more good men will have
to die before public indignation compels
Congress to enact the very modest gun
control measure which has been pending
before it for years?

How much longer will America remain
the oIlly civilized country in the world
that does not have such controls?

My 5-year struggle to have my gun
bill enacted into law is now in its
climatic stages.

Yesterday at an executive session of
the Judiciary Committee at which the
administration's safe streets crime bill SHOWDOWN FOR NONVIOLENCE
was being debated and voted upon, I Mr. HARTKE. Mr. President, I believe
offered my administration-backed gun that it is appropriate to place into the
bill as an amendment. After some dis- RECORD the article by Dr. Martin Luther
cussion, it was rejected by a vote of King, Jr., which appears in the April 16
9 to 4. issue of Look magazine. I ask unanimous

Then in an effort to get the best pos- consent to insert the article in today's
sible gun bill reported to the Senate fioor, RECORD.
I modified the bill so. as to give any State There being no objection. the article
the privilege of, exempting its citizens was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
from the long-arm provisions of thl;! bill.. as follows:
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SHOWDOWN FOR NONVIOLENCE
(By Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.)

The policy of the Federal Government is
to play Russian roulette with riots; it is
prepared to gamble with another summer of
disaster. Despite two consecutive summers of
violence, not a single basic cause of riots has
been corrected. All of the misery that stoked
the flames of rage and rebelllon remains
undiminished. With unemployment, intoler
able housing and discriminatory education
a scourge in Negro ghettos, Congress and the
Administration stlll tinker with trivial, half
hearted measures.

Yet only a few years ago, there was dis
cernible, if llmlted, progress through
non-violence. Each year, a wholesome Vibrant
Negro self-confidence was taking shape. The
fact is inescapable that the tactic of non
violence, which had then dominated the
thinking of the ciVil-rights movement, has
in the lRSt two years not been playing its
transforming role. Non-violence was a crea
tive doctrine in the South because it check
mated the rabid segregationists who were
thirsting for an opportunity to physically
crush Negroes. Non-viOlent direct action en
abled the Negro to take to the streets in
active protest, but it muzzled the guns of the
oppressor because even he could not shoot
down in dayllght unarmed men, women and
children. This is the reason there was less
loss of life in ten years of Southern protest
than in ten days of Northern riots.

Today, the Northern cities have taken on
the conditions we faced in the South. Pollce,
national guard and other armed bodies are
feverishly preparing for repression. They can
be curbed not by unorganized resort to force
by desperate Negroes but only by a massive
wave of militant non-violence. Non-violence
was never more relevant as an effective tactic
than today for the North. It also may be the
instrument of our national salvation.

I agree with the President's National Ad
visory Commission on Civil Disorders that
our nation is splitting into two hostile so
cieties and that the chief destructive cutting
edge is white racism. We need, above all,
effective means to force Congress to act
resolutely-but means that do not Involve
the use of violence. For us in the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, violence is
not only morally repugnant, it is pragmati
cally barren. We feel there is an alternative
both to violence and to useless timid suppll
cations for justice. We cannot condone
either riots or the equivalent evil of passivity.
And we know that non-violent militant
action In Selma and Birmingham awakened
the conscience of white America and brought
a moribund, Insensitive Congress to life.

The time has come for a return to mass
non-violent protest. Accordingly, we are
planning a series of such demonstrations
this spring and summer, to begin in Wash
ington, D.C. They will have Negro and white
participation, and they wlll seek to benefit
the poor of both races.

We wlll calion the Government to adopt
the measures recommended by its own com
mission. To avoid, in the Commission's words,
the tragedy of "continued polarization of the
American community and ultimately the
destruction of basic democratic values," we
must have "national actlon--eompassionate,
massive and sustained, backed by the re
sources of the most powerful and the richest
nation on earth."

The demonstrations we have planned are
of deep concern to me, and I want to spell
out at length what we wlll do, try to do, and
believe in. My staff and I have worked three
months on the planning. We believe that If
this campaign succeeds, non-violence will
once .again be the dominant instrument for
social change---and jobs and income will be
put in the hands of the tormented poor. If it
falls, non-violence will be discredited, and the


